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This session

Theories related to 
the nature of 

development and 
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the influences on 

development

The role of the 
educator in 

development



Development and learning

• Child development

• The holistic nature of learning

What do we mean by:

What is the purpose of a school?



How have these notions been 
realised in the new Curriculum for 
Wales?

The four purposes

The four purposes are the shared vision and aspiration for 
every child and young person. In fulfilling these, we set high 
expectations for all, promote individual and national well-being, 
tackle ignorance and misinformation, and encourage critical and 
civic engagement.

A school's curriculum is everything a learner experiences in 
pursuit of the four purposes.

(Gov.wales, 2015)



The Four Purposes

• Ambitious, capable learners who are 
ready to learn throughout their lives.

• Enterprising, creative contributors who 
are ready to play a full part in life and 
work.

• Ethical, informed citizens who are ready 
to be citizens of Wales and the world.

• Healthy, confident individuals who are 
ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued 
members of society.



The Four Purposes

• https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-
wales/designing-your-
curriculum/developing-a-vision-for-
curriculum-design/#curriculum-design-
and-the-four-purposes
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How our idea of learning has changed

• How we used to think learning happened

TIME

ABILITY



How our idea of learning has changed

• How we now know learning happens

TIME

ABILITY



Key Questions

How does our understanding of a 
child development theory influence 
how we teach and how does this 
impact the learning in the classroom

How does this new knowledge of 
child development underpin their 
individual classroom practice



How the curriculum 
for Wales accounts 
for this

• Removal of age-related 
expectations

• Move towards the idea of  
'progression steps' in areas 



Activity 

In groups, make a list of the 
different things that can 
affect a child's development 
from 0-19





Child Development 
Theories

• Piaget- Cognitive Development Theory

• Vygotsky- Socio-Cultural Theory

• Bruner- Spiral curriculum

• Bronfenbrenner- Biological Model of 
Development

• Skinner- Operant Conditioning

• Bandura – Social Learning Theory



Activity – major child development theorists

• Jean Piaget

• Lev Vygotsky

• Erik Erikson

• B.F. Skinner

• Albert Bandura

• Urie Bronfenbrenner

• Arnold Gesell

In groups, create a one-page profile for your assigned 
theorist

Will need to include:
• relevant details
• major contributions/what they say about development
• merits or possible issues with their theories,

• Be ready to discuss with the class



B.F. Skinner

His work on Operant conditioning theory had 
many practical applications for learning and 
education. He used hungry rats in boxes to 
show the effectiveness of positive 
reinforcement.

There are weaknesses to this theory. For 
example, children can learn to alter their 
behavior just so they receive the reward, 
which means there is no real development.

Burrhus Frederic Skinner was an 
American psychologist, behaviourist 
and a professor of psychology at 
Harvard University. 

Stimulus->Response->Consequence (->maintenance)

Children learn from the consequences of their 
own behaviour, therefore it's a type of positive 
reinforcement technique whereby if a child does 
something and get good results they do it again 
and vice versa

Responses require ‘upkeep’ or 
maintenance.

Behaviours are a reaction to how we 
are communicated with or how we 
are stimulated. Therefore, how you 
teach a child  effects the expected 
outcome.The Principle of reinforcement

If the consequences are good, 
the probability of the action 
being repeated becomes 
stronger.

He created the Skinner’s Box. This 
was designed to see how pigeons 
and rats would respond to a given 
stimulus. If a button was pressed 
then food would be produced. This 
enforced the idea that pressing the 
button was a good thing







Linked Videos to watch

• Piaget Conservation Task

• A typical child on Piaget's conservation 
tasks - YouTube

• Vygotsky- PD

• Charlie demonstrates Vygotsky 0001 - 
YouTube

• Bandura- Social Learning

• Bandura's Bobo Doll Experiment - 
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnArvcWaH6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnArvcWaH6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnArvcWaH6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnArvcWaH6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnArvcWaH6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibEP4xBdJco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibEP4xBdJco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibEP4xBdJco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibEP4xBdJco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmBqwWlJg8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmBqwWlJg8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmBqwWlJg8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmBqwWlJg8U






The team 
around the child 

 

Create a diagram of the team and the world surrounding 
the child. Group and categorise the various influences. 

Which influences might be the greatest? 



Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems Theory 
(1979)

• Microsystem: the child's 
own close family & friends

• Mesosystem: extended 
family, friends & teachers

• Exosystem: cultural 
system outside the family
(church, employer etc)

• Macrosystem: larger society



Criticism of 
the model

Some critics think we need to 
add a chronosystem (changes 
over time).

Others see the need to include a 
layer outside the macrosystem 
to capture how individuals can 
influence themselves.



The child

• Draw a 'child' and choose his/her age (3-19).

• Write down on one side all of the needs related to 
the aspects of holistic development.

• On the other side, think about how you as a 
teacher might develop those aspects?



The child – what support can we give to reduce anxiety?
Random learning partners, weekly change works best (Clarke, 2014)

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING - Think, pair, share – impact on questioning

(Clarke, 2014) 'Random' learning partners - change weekly – use lolly sticks

But what's the impact?

• Inclusive – learners more likely to answer a question confidently in front of the class

• Better behaviour

• Better focus on 'no hands up' but being picked at random using lolly sticks 

• Higher standard/quality of work and written work

• Develops respect and appreciation of others' strengths and weaknesses

• Making new friends

• Great support for those who have language difficulties

• Learning from each other



Poverty, progress 
and development

• There were 3.9 million children living in poverty 
in the UK in 2020-21. That's 27 per cent of 
children, or eight in a classroom of 30

• 49 per cent of children living in lone-parent 
families are in poverty. Children from Black and 
minority ethnic groups are more likely to be in 
poverty: 46 per cent are now in poverty, 
compared with 26 per cent of children in white 
British families. 

• Work does not provide a guaranteed route out 
of poverty in the UK.  75 per cent of children 
growing up in poverty live in a household where 
at least one person works.

• Children in larger families are at much greater 
risk of living in poverty – 47 per cent of children 
living in families with 3 or more children live in 
poverty. (CPAG, 2022)



Final reflection 

• How does what you have learned today 
about progression and development impact 
how you think about working in the world of 
education?
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