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Targets from previous assignment:
1. Proof read all text and make sure there is proper use of apostrophes.
2. Justify all my own opinions with relevant sources
3. Ensure all work makes sense when reading it


How do focused listening tasks during circle time affect pupil engagement?

Introduction
This work aims to identify if focused tasks affect pupil engagement by providing an observation, using the Leuven Scale, of three pupils in Year one and two for three minute intervals. During this observation, the aim is to identify whether tasks within a large group of individuals in their primary indoor learning environment will alter the outcome of their engagement. This work will also be an opportunity to discuss environmental factors which could disrupt or support the chosen pupil’s activity levels. During this observation there are twenty three pupils, three of which have been chosen to be observed over a nine minute period. Due to the complexity of the activity it is important to understand that the three chosen individuals had to listen to a range of Welsh songs and rate them one through ten and provide either a happy or sad face on their marking table during circle time. This presented some findings, within the observation, of some children discussing their concerns for not understanding the task with other peers which may have resulted in inaccurate results. This will be discussed later on in the discussion and findings section. 

Literature Review
Within the Foundation Phase it aims to provide learners with high quality experiences within their learning environment while also supporting approaches towards early education for learners before the age of five years old (Education Endowment Foundation, 2023). The Curriculum introduced cross-curricular links within Foundation Phase Learning to reverse learners lack of activity by initiating child-led learning to improve motivation and engagement levels (Briggs and Hansen, 2012, p. 4). It is evident to see that during the observation, the children had to engage in a range of different Areas of Learning by listening to a piece of music and writing their score onto a checklist establishing a link such as Communication and Language from listening to the music and having a group discussion on their opinion and also Physical Development supporting their fine motor skills by using pencils to write on their paper. Supported by the Department of Education and Skills (2003), this has ensured the implementation of a ‘broad and rich curriculum’ to provide the with the enjoyment of learning ensuring an effective learning environment with high standards of teaching practice throughout. 

The Foundation Phase environment greatly emphasises the need for a play-based and practical approach to learning with enriched outdoor and indoor environments in order to supply learners with the need to explore their surroundings (Maynard, Morgan and Waters, 2010). One ESTYN inspection from 2017 outlines the benefits of the Curriculum and identifies the encouragement for a ‘wide range of stimuli’ to ensure effectiveness for independent learners within Wales (ESTYN, 2017). 
The Welsh Assembly Government (2023) supports the concept of the practitioner providing enriched learning environments for learners to explore independently as a means to develop over the seven Areas of Learning (AoL). This also ensures a practitioner’s necessary mean to provide good practice in order to continue the progress of learning while continually developing knowledge and understanding of teaching (Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills, 2023).

Many authors have discussed their views of circle time within a setting and the impact it has on pupil engagement such as Miller and Moran (2005), who discuss the necessity for circle time as it encourages positive attitude and self-esteem with learners providing effective personal, social and emotional development later progressing onto engagement within learning. However, Lown (2002) views circle time as ‘time off from the academic curriculum’ if it is not implemented correctly (Leeds Trinity University, 2016, p. 2). Circle time within a Foundation Phase setting provides effectiveness for student achievement and well-being, however it is only effective if the teacher is able to create an environment to do so, such as having more flexibility with their timetable (Mosely, 2015).
It is evident to see that although there are conflicting views between authors, acceptable and professional teaching practices within an Early Years setting can provide learners with the correct aid to enhance their engagement during circle time activities

Methodology
Within this research the Leuven Scale will be used as a way to measure the learner’s engagement levels. This observation is described as a non-participant observation where the researcher does not take an active part within the task and also only watches the learners within their environment. Although this can be seen as a useful means of observing, many people view this method as a disadvantage resulting in invalid data due to the subject’s change in behaviour due to an unfamiliar person (Encyclopedia.com, 2023). However, non-participant observations can be seen as an advantage by the reason of the researcher having no involvement with the participants, resulting in more natural and reliable results (Thompson, 2016).

The Leuven Scale is a five point scale which allows individuals to measure a child’s level of involvement ranging from one which describes low activity to five meaning sustained intense activity. It has been described that if a child is not operating at level four or five then their learning will become limited (Lewis, 2011). Although this has been stated, it does not take into account the fluctuation of children’s activity levels throughout their day and sets unrealistic ideas that all children can operate at levels four and five throughout their learning experience (Lewis, 2011). Children with a higher state of involvement are more likely to show confidence within their environment which will result in an eagerness to explore compared to children of a lower state of involvement which will show signs of anxiety leading to less learning taking place (Cheqdin, 2019).

Within my observation, I will be observing children in a circle time setting performing a task based on listening and scoring. I will also be using the Leuven Scale, shown in Appendix 1, in order to record my findings on the effects circle time activities have on children’s engagement levels. 

Discussion and Findings
Ethical decisions are choices made by researchers in relation to the balance between benefit and risk guided by important ethical guidelines and ethic approval processes. It is important to understand the ethical considerations within research of young children. As disclosed in the British Educational Research Association (BERA) document for Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research (2018) researchers have the responsibility to not disclose any personal information regarding the participants, such as their name, identity or background. Also all individuals must be protected from any risk which may result in unnecessary harm, by providing safe environments to partake in the observation this will ensure to minimise the risk of harm to the individual. Due to the nature of this observation, informed consent from the parents will not be obtained as it is during the children’s own learning experience. However assent from the child will need to be taken into consideration and applied while doing the observation. Assent from the individual is the expression of their approval while doing so in a meaning way in which they understand (Oulton, Gibson, et. al, 2016) this could include methods such as choosing coloured bibs for them to take part.
 All research data collected has to be collected confidentially and carefully managed when distributing information, this means that if certain data is needed then full justification of why it has been collected will need to be disclosed (Ramrathan, le Grangge, Shawa, 2016, p. 441).
Within my research I have carefully considered the use of data protection by ensuring all children have been named Child 1, 2 and 3 and I have not disclosed any information regarding the school or it’s location. Also all children have provided their assent to do this task as the data was collected during circle time as part of their lesson plan designed by the teacher. 

During my observation it is evident to see that there was a wide differentiation between the three participants. As seen in Appendix 2, Child 1 had the lowest level of activity throughout the activity with the highest level of activity scoring at level 3. When designing this scale of assessment I did not take into consideration any surrounding factors which may have deterred the children from this activity. As a result of this I created another table which showed any other comments which needed to be made during this observation. I found that Child 1 was distracted by peers which resulted in his low engagement with no interest in the activity during circle time. 

Child 2 was situated in between two peers who were not associated with them compared to Child 1 which may have resulted in their high levels of engagement, as seen in the observation document, this child was scored level 5 showing sustained activity throughout the whole session. 

Child 3 showed continuous engagement to begin with however they were easily distracted by their peers. As the activity progressed Child 3 did show more engagement with the activity but this was not sustained enough to have scored Child 3 a five. Child 3 was also situated between their friends which resulted in their engagement levels being slightly lower than Child 2, however in my other notes when being observed, Child 3 was discussing their opinion on the current song so this was difficult to chose the correct number of engagement due to the vagueness of the system. 

Overall during this observation it was evident to see that depending on the placement of the participants, it hugely effected the outcome of the child’s engagement levels. As this was a whole class task it may have differed the results due to the volume of children involved and also introduced more distractions to the observed participants. However, during their circle time activity as it was a group discussion task this introduced more need for discussions which could have resulted in inaccurate outcomes from my own personal understanding of engagement levels. In my own opinion I believe this observation method was not the most accurate way that I could have recorded the children’s engagement levels due to the range of social aspects and group discussions the participants took part in. 

Conclusion and recommendations
During this observation it was evident to see that circle time improves children’s engagement by actively including all individuals in the session while also promoting healthy social and emotional development. However I feel that this observation method was less effective in recording this particular activity as it produced vague findings resulting in inaccurate results. The Leuven Scale did not take into consideration the environment around the individuals and also does not identify whether the children have any Additional Learning Needs which may have been a factor in their engagement levels. It also generalises the individuals and their needs while proving some difficulties when trying to observe the individuals at the same time. However, when using the Leuven Scale it was easy to complete and also encourages distance from the individual’s when doing this observation which provides more accurate results in their engagement levels. 
During this observation, I firstly started with a fifteen minute observation which I soon realised was too long to measure the individual’s engagement levels as after ten minutes the children were less engaged. I also believe that if I had observed more children 

it may have resulted in more accurate and solid outcomes, however with the complexity of the task not all individuals would have been measured at the correct timings due to the volume of observations I would have to complete. Overall, reflecting on this observation, the environmental factors around the observed individuals did contribute to the low levels of engagement such as where they were situated within the circle and if this observation was to be done again I would ensure that a smaller focus group is used in order to limit the disruptions of the individuals. 
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Appendices 
Appendix 1. 
	Area of Learning 

	Observer Name: Kayla Hopkins 

	What is the observation topic? 
Pupil Engagement. 
 
Age range of observation:  
Foundation Phase 
 
What are the pupils doing? 
The Pupils are participating in a circle time session. 
 
Time scale:  
Pupils will be observed for nine minutes in three minute intervals.  

	Scale 
	 
	Child 1 
	 
	 
	Child 2 
	 
	 
	Child 3 
	 

	 
1.  
NO/Low activity 
 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2.  
Some engagement however still showing interrupted activity 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3.  
Continuous activity however can become easily distracted 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4.  
Continuous activity with involvement without distractions 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5.  
Sustained activity throughout showing concentration 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 




Appendix 2. 
	Area of Learning 

	Observer Name: Kayla Hopkins 

	What is the observation topic? 
Pupil Engagement. 
 
Age range of observation:  
Foundation Phase 
 
What are the pupils doing? 
The Pupils are participating in a circle time session. 
 
Time scale:  
Pupils will be observed for nine minutes in three minute intervals.  

	Scale 
	 
	Child 1 
	 
	 
	Child 2 
	 
	 
	Child 3 
	 

	 
1.  
NO/Low activity 
 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2.  
Some engagement however still showing interrupted activity 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3.  
Continuous activity however can become easily distracted 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4.  
Continuous activity with involvement without distractions 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5. 
Sustained activity throughout showing concentration 
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