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TITLE
[bookmark: _Hlk48411844]“Impact of virtual learning environment (VLE) - Moodle on the learning experience of students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”
Summary
The purpose of this report is to provide an evaluation of the positive and negative effect of Virtual learning environment experiences on students and lectures from our university, University of Walls Saint David Trinity, conducting a literature review related to this topic ,identifying the positive and negative impacts on VLE experiences . The research provides both primary and secondary data analysis with an academic questionnaire done in google forms and sent to the students of University of walls to find the best responses over the topic
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INTRODUCTION
Virtual learning environment i.e. learning through online platforms has become a necessary part in the life of not just students but people from all age group and professions (Gulbinskienė, Masoodi and Šliogerienė, 2017). The current research report aims to evaluate the overall learning experience of students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus and highlight the different challenges faced by them with a research based on primary and secondary data analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc48414514]RESEARCH TITLE
“Impact of virtual learning environment (VLE) - Moodle on the learning experience of students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”

[bookmark: _Toc46584222][bookmark: _Toc48414515]RATIONALE
The emergence of virtual learning and digital platforms has proved their importance and competence globally after the Covid- 19 pandemic. The current research therefore is necessary in evaluating that how the online classes and virtual learning has an overall impact over the learning of the students (Eskandari and Soleimani, 2016). The reason that this particular topic has been selected is because it will help in clearly analysing what are the positive aspects and what are the difficulties that students are facing due to use of such virtual learning software i.e. Moodle and how their overall learning experience gets affected. 
[bookmark: _Toc46584223][bookmark: _Toc48414516]OBJECTIVES
[bookmark: _Toc46584224][bookmark: _Toc48414517]Aim
To evaluate the impact of virtual learning environment (Moodle) on the learning experience of students. A case study on University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc46584225][bookmark: _Toc48414518]Objectives
· To identify the concept of virtual learning environment.
· To analyse the impact that VLE has on student’s learning experience.
· To ascertain the challenges that arises in virtual learning.
· To recommend appropriate solutions based on the challenges identified.
[bookmark: _Toc46584226][bookmark: _Toc48414519]LITERATURE REVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc48414520]Introduction
 Literature review done on the virtual learning mainly included the recent research papers. Majority of the research papers indicate that they are a simplified manner of gaining access to the education and mainly exploit a very simple interface that students can easily operate (Kazanidis and et.al., 2018). The virtual learning environment have the purpose to deliver effective communication between students and lecturers making them more satisfied using online sessions. It was also evidenced that the prospective growth and dependence of learning through this virtual software is expected to grow in the coming years. The literature review will discuss the positive impacts of virtual learning environment.
[bookmark: _Toc48414521]Positive impacts of virtual learning environment
Virtual learning environments was used from the age 2000 in some of the different institutes in uk,and Moodle was one of the first popular VLE introduced in 2001.
As per the research paper published by Hettiarachchi and Wickramasinghe (2016), the evolution of virtual learning has helped in increasing the accessibility of the education for the people as well as students where they are able to learn through different resources and utilise their benefits as per their own comfort and flexibility. As per the authors, this has helped in making education and learning possible even to those who cannot access it with other means and students from distant places are also benefitted by such courses. VLE has been integrated with the learning institutes of almost all the prominent colleges and institutes in world and Moodle continues to operate as the most successful platform for facilitating online research. 
[bookmark: _Toc48414523]Negative impact of virtual learning environment
[bookmark: _Hlk48412732][bookmark: _Toc46584233][bookmark: _Toc48414524]However, contradicting the point above, the Phungsuk, Viriyavejakul and Ratanaolarn (2017), have stated that the negative consequences for the students due to such online and virtual learning platforms have increased simultaneously as the virtual screens cannot provide them with the intricate and expertise knowledge on all fields. Some things can only be learnt by practical experiences and virtual learning fails in this aspect. Additionally, the researchers have also argued that the virtual learning limits the discussions and interactions that are possible because the time bounded nature is high in such online learning and hence it does not open up the minds of the students to more possibilities.
Challenges that arises in virtual learning
The authors, Arteaga and Rodas (2018), present in their research paper that there are a variety of challenges that students might have to encounter whole undertaking online learning. The network connection is always an issue where sudden disconnect can lead to an abrupt ending to an ongoing lesson or discussion. This might end the creative idea that might be shared and hence the thinking and interactions get curbed through this medium. The lack of concentration power is another major challenge that arises in virtual learning where if their entire experience is un-engaging then it can lead to a poor understanding.
[bookmark: _Toc48414525]SUMMARY
In summary it can be observed that VLE is a significant tool in which all students can improve their engagement in studying through online session even if they sometimes encounter difficulties.
[bookmark: _Toc46584227][bookmark: _Toc48414526]METHODOLOGY
Research methodology determines the tools and techniques that are researcher has used in their research so that relevant data can be collected and analysed synthesising best results.
Research Approach: There are two main approaches i.e. inductive and deductive approach. Out of the two, researcher has selected inductive approach for research as the research is qualitative in nature and hence helps in analysing the data collected towards the interpretation and conclusion in the form of broad theories (Silverman, 2016). In the current research inductive approach indicates the overall impact that VLE Moodle has on the learning experience.
Data Collection method: Data collection has been done through both primary and secondary means. Primary data has been collected through questionnaire method where a selected pool of respondents was selected and the secondary data has been collected in the form of analysis of already published research papers and journals (Hadi and Closs, 2016). This has assisted in analysing all the relevant factors associated with the VLE so that comprehensive conclusions can be drawn from the research. 
Sampling: Sampling can be done through probabilistic and non- probabilistic methods and in the current research, simple random sampling will be used within a selected population. The population will include all the students that are studying in Trinity Saint David London Campus and amongst those 30 respondents will be selected. The data will be collected through online means only through e-mails and Google forms (Al Bataineh, Banikalef and H Albashtawi, 2019). In case of any discussions, virtual meeting tools such as Skype etc. can be used.   
Ethical Consideration: The researcher will obtain a signed consent form from all the researchers stating that they have not been forced or coerced in any manner (Glesne, 2016). The researcher themselves will also attach a declaration form stating that the entire research is their own piece of work and the authors whose views have been included in the research are properly cited and referenced. 
[bookmark: _Toc46584229][bookmark: _Toc48414528]PRIMARY DATA ANALYSIS
Primary data analysis can be done using the thematic analysis to evaluate the impact that Moodle and VLE has on the overall learning experience.
Theme 1: Respondents were found to be aware of the Moodle software and its functions.
	[bookmark: _Hlk48032764]Do you currently use Moodle software and are aware of its functions?
	Respondents

	Yes
	11

	No
	0

	Total
	11




Interpretation: The chart above clearly indicates that all the respondents i.e. students were aware of the use of Moodle and knew how to operate it. This proves the necessity of the virtual learning that today’s pandemic situation has presented and the nil number of respondents who said that they are not aware indicates that no- one today has been left unaware of the use of virtual learning  mechanisms for the overall learning and education purposes.
Theme 2: Majority of the population agrees that learning from Moodle is easier and better.
	Do find it easier to learn through Moodle as compared to older methods?
	Respondents

	Strongly Agree
	7

	Agree
	3

	Neutral
	0

	Disagree
	1

	Strongly Disagree
	0

	Total
	11




Interpretation: The pie above helps in indicating that most of the respondents i.e. 30% of them agree that the overall learning process is easier with Moodle. However, there was a close 23% as well who disagreed with the statement and this division in answer indicates that despite its flexibility, students face various problems in learning through Moodle.
Theme 3: Maximum agree that they can integrate independent learning.
	Are you able to integrate independent learning through Moodle?
	Respondents

	Yes
	10

	No
	0

	It is difficult
	1

	Total
	11



Interpretation: The ring clearly helps in ascertaining that the 50% i.e. half of the respondents agree that they have been able to engage in independent learning as well along with the virtual learning through Moodle. It is in accordance with the flexibility that Moodle provides and the ease of earning where students can access it as and when they require thus creating time for independent education as well.
Theme 4: Lack of attention found to be the most common problem.
	[bookmark: _Hlk48199574]What are the problems that you face while learning through Moodle?
	Respondents

	Lack of convenient interaction
	5

	Difficulty in understanding practical concepts
	1

	Lack of attention
	5

	All of the above
	0

	Total
	11




[bookmark: _Hlk48200553]Interpretation: It can be clearly ascertained from the column above that the most common problem of the students face under VLE is the lack of attention and this is closely followed by the difficulty in understanding practical concepts in the online classes. The reason is that student can access other devices as well which is not the case in physical classrooms thus proving to be a problem for the students where they are unable to concentrate.
Theme 5: Most of the students are not using library, they are more comfortable to use another type of sources.

	How often do you access online library
	Respondents

	Sometimes
	4

	Often
	3

	Very Often
	3

	Never
	1

	Total
	11



Interpretation: The chart pie is clearly showing that 18%of the students are not too interested to use access of library and they to it sometimes. The reason is that most of the students can access other sources via online websites.
Theme 6: Now Vle is very efficient in contacting the lecturers.
	Students are using Vle to contact the lecturers?
	Respondents
	

	Yes
	9
	

	No
	0
	

	Maybe
	2
	

	Total
	11
	

	
	
	



Interpretation: The column above can help to interpreting that most of the student’s or lecturer s are staying in touch via Vle. 
Theme 7: Virtual learning environment is more efficient in today’s than traditional method?
	Virtual learning environment is more efficient in today’s than traditional method?
	Respondents

	Yes
	10

	No
	0

	I dont know
	1

	Total
	11



Interpretation: As you can see the pie shows that 45%of the students are more comfortable with new method of study than traditional .Virtual learning environment  is more efficient in today’s than before, that because students now are more faster in doing their work and help them to learn more quickly, helping  them  to retain more  information than traditional learning.
Theme 8: Students agree that Moodle has contributed to the performance improvement.
	[bookmark: _Hlk48202111][bookmark: _Hlk48201327]Has Moodle contributed to the improvement of your overall performance?
	Respondents

	Yes
	9

	No
	2

	Can’t Say
	0

	Total
	11



Interpretation: The bar graph helps in interpreting that the maximum of the students perceives the learning through online and digital mechanisms such as Moodle to be a contributor in their performance where they are able to enhance their overall efforts. 
[bookmark: _Toc46584230][bookmark: _Hlk48412957][bookmark: _Toc48414529]SECONDARY DATA ANALYSIS
The secondary data analysis helps in analysis of the previous research papers and journals that have already been researched and presented by authors (Kumar and Sharma, 2016). This will help in analysing the positive and negative aspects of the different themes that can be developed in following manner:
[bookmark: _Toc46584231][bookmark: _Toc48414530]Concept of virtual learning environment and its emergence
Authors, Cerezo and et.al. (2017), have presented that virtual learning basically means that the learning and education takes place through technological means only where the instructor and the learner utilise the web-based platforms in order to undertake the study. It has been further stated by authors that the use of VLEs has facilitated the overall learning process and this is proving to be especially of benefit in the current situation of pandemic. The use of VLEs has largely emerged in the past decade mainly where the trends and flexibility that it gives has acted as a major factor behind majority of the learning platforms adopting this as a mechanism.
In opposition of the above research paper, Ifinedo, Pyke and Anwar (2018), have argued that the facility and advantage of VLEs can however still not be accessed by those learners who are deprived of the overall facility of necessary devices or connectivity. There are many places in the entire world where the internet connection, digital tools expertise etc. which is necessary for operating VLEs is not available and hence this cannot be used. Authors have also argued that learning that occurs through face to face interaction in unparalleled and unchallenged which again reinstates the fact that online learning cannot be replaced with traditional methods of learning completely.
[bookmark: _Toc46584234][bookmark: _Toc48414531]CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
The research conducted overall helps in concluding that the integration of virtual learning has proven to have a positive impact on the students of Trinity Saint David London albeit with certain challenges that are inherent with this kind of learning. The primary research presented the mostly favourable outlook of the online research and the secondary research helped in justifying the interpretations drawn from the primary research. Based on the research, following recommendations can be made:
· The academic performance and knowledge imparting can be increased by ensuring that the connectivity is strong and is available to all the students.
· The properly structured time with engaging class discussions can be used to increase the attention gaining of the students which are the major problems that they are facing.
· The teaching activities can be personalised for the students so that the problems that they face in learning practical aspects can be minimised as much as possible using proper simulation activities, increasing adeptness with the equipments etc.
[bookmark: _Toc46584235][bookmark: _Toc48414532]
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