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Is Al-Qaeda A Terrorist Group?
          The term ‘terrorism’ is recognised globally and can have distinctive definitions depending on the country it is practiced in. There is a variety of definitions associated to the term, meaning what is and is not considered to be terrorism can differ between countries. In the United Kingdom, terrorism is defined as “the use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public”, (Crown Prosecution Service, 2017). Terrorism typically involves acts of violence and extremism and is usually a way of inflicting political and religious views. In the United States of America, they recognise two forms of terrorism, domestic and international. Similar to the definition of terrorism in the United Kingdom, the (FBI, no date) describe international terrorism as “violent, criminal acts committed by individuals and/or groups to further ideological goals stemming from domestic influences, such as those of a political, religious, social, racial, or environmental nature”. In comparison, both definitions outline that terrorism involves acts of violence and both definitions outline that it aims to emphasise views, in particular political and religious. 
          Being able to define terrorism is important for a number of reasons, notably evolving around the understanding of terrorism. One reason for which it is important to have a definition of terrorism is to enable developments in knowledge as to why people become terrorists and furthermore why terrorism is carried out. It gives the ability for a psychological and sociological understanding of terrorism and the purposes behind it. Having a definition for terrorism also prevents any misunderstanding of what is and is not terrorism. For example, it is possible for one to assume acts of extreme violence are terror attacks whereas this is not always the case, (Miller, no date). 
          Additionally, having a definition for terrorism also helps structure a suitable method of detention for suspected/guilty terrorists as well as being prepared for possible attacks and knowing the threat levels for the country. Terror attacks can be carried out spontaneously and typically no warnings are given before they happen. The current terrorism threat in the United Kingdom is substantial, which means an attack is possible. The factors that are considered when evaluating the terror threat in the United Kingdom, according to the (MI5, 2021) are “available intelligence, terrorist capability, terrorist intentions and timescales”. This allows our security organisations to be prepared and vigilant as terror attacks can happen when they are least expected. The (Metropolitan Police, 2021) explain “we've seen that terrorists can strike at any time and any place without warning”, supporting that terror attacks are spontaneous and can occur without the slightest expectation. 

          Al-Qaeda is an infamous “international resistance movement against the United States and the West” (Fatimah and Syukur, p 132, 2019), who are responsible for the infliction of many terror attacks worldwide. They were fundamentally founded to provide support to the Muslims in conflict against the Soviet Union during the Afghan War between 1978 and 1992. The group was originated by Osama bin Laden in 1988 and consists of multi-nationalist citizens (World Atlas, 2017). The name ‘Al-Qaeda’ is Arabic with the English translation of ‘the base’ or ‘the foundation’. The group are religiously influenced and (Davies and Jenkins, p 12, 2002) explains that “one of the most important characteristics of the top leadership is their extremely strong, messianic, religious views”. Evidence suggests Al-Qaeda are profoundly influenced by their religion and politics, supported by (Haykel, p 72, 2016) by the statement “AQ and IS are not purely ideological constructs or the result of intellectual and political debates”. Al-Qaeda is made of a small fraction of the Muslim population as not all of them agree to violence and extremism and they believe it is concerning (Ciftci et al, 2017). The prospect of the ‘Islamic state’ according to (Ciftci et at, p 481, 2017) has "inspired in some of its followers a mood of hatred and violence”, which could actively demonstrate the reason for ‘Muslim rage’. In the late years of the1990s, bin Laden relocated the headquarters of Al-Qaeda and a portion of its training camps into Afghanistan which led to the formation of a tight relationship with the Taleban (BBC News, 2004). There is evidence from (Cifcti et al, p 481, 2017) that “religion can have formative effects on attitudes toward Al-Qaeda through two mechanisms: personal religiosity and religious outlooks”, suggesting that not all Muslims are willing to form a relationship and follow the beliefs of the Taleban as their way of life may not conform to the beliefs they hold. 
          The creator of the group, Osama bin Laden was a Muslim terrorist, but evidence suggests there is very little insight into his background and beliefs. Osama bin Laden’s main reason for forming Al-Qaeda was to terminate the involvement of Americans in the Middle East. It is declared by (Mockaitis, p 16, 2010) that “since he became a terrorist, his relatives have maintained a closely kept conspiracy of silence about bin Laden”. However, it is known that Osama bin Laden was killed in 2011 by US Special Forces. Since the death of Osama bin Laden, the role of the leader of group was continued by Ayman al-Zawahiri. The death of the Al-Qaeda establisher meant that Al-Qaeda was “not much active, especially followed by the declaration of the establishment of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in 2014”, as stated by (Fatimah and Syukur, p 131, 2019). 
          The initial ideology of Al-Qaeda was focused on the allegation that powerless corrupt Muslim leadership is accountable for the reduction in true followers of the true path of Islam because they have comprehended to the West (Gregg, 2010). The general belief is that Western beliefs and concepts have caused corruption in the Muslim world. Osama bin Laden and his deputy Ayman al-Zawahiri were highly obedient to the only legislation in the Muslim world can come from the God, not from a democracy that “places humans in a position of authority that should only be held by God (Gregg, p 296, 2010). Evidence also suggests that Al-Qaeda aims to boost morals of the Islam society supported by (Gunaratna, p 75, 1961) following his statement “Al-Qaeda assigns a high priority to conducting special operations in the belief that they boost Islamic morale and lower that of the enemy”, which could be suggested as one of the reasons for them being such an active organisation. 
          Another ideology of Al-Qaeda was concentrated around creating and reintroducing a more veridical form of Muslims into Afghanistan in opposition to the United States troops along with their allies as they believed these were hazardous to the Muslim world.  Al-Qaeda also intended on abolishing US forces from countries such as Saudi Arabia and Gulf. Osama bin Laden declared that the way of resolving the issue of Americans being a threat to Muslims was to directly attack America and kill its citizens. 
          In relation to the 9/11 attacks in New York, September 2001, the purpose for the attack was not only to inflict damage and disruption to the American city, but was an exploration for similar Muslim personnel, for which they used the attack to ‘advertise’. The attack was used as a way of attracting the attention of such people similar to Al-Qaeda “inviting them to make connections between the attacks on the United States itself and the multiple resentments many such people already felt against America throughout the Muslim world”, (Haynes, 2006). 
           Over time, Al-Qaeda have conducted a considerable number of terrorist attacks around the globe including places such as London, (United Kingdom) and New York, (United States of America). Terror attacks can be conducted with the use of various strategies of extremism and violence. They have plotted a variety of different attacks in various different ways, including shootings, bombings, and hijacking air crafts (BBC News, 2008). The attacks in which Al-Qaeda have plotted have left devastating effects on societies, governments, and the victims along with their family and friends. One of the largest, devastating attacks they were responsible for was the 9/11 attack in New York. Focusing on the 9/11 attack the method used to carry out the attack was the hijacking of four aircrafts. In accordance with the (Imperial War Museum, 2021) “Two planes were flown into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Centre in New York City, causing both towers to collapse. A third plane was crashed into the Pentagon, just outside Washington, DC. The fourth plane crashed in rural Pennsylvania after the crew and passengers attacked the terrorists on board, preventing it from hitting another target in the US capital”. In the days following the attack, America’s president George W Bush declared a ‘War On Terror’, this saw an invasion by American, British and Afghan United Front (Northern Alliance) forces into Afghanistan in attempt to demolish Al-Qaeda and the Taliban establishment. The war was intended for the end of the Muslim terrorists, whereas the terrorists wanted to put an end to America. The 9/11 attack was one of the deadliest attacks carried out by the group and saw a spike in worldwide media coverage. It is anticipated by (NBC News, 2004) that “the death toll is nearly 10 times greater than any other terrorist attack in history and makes bin Laden, for the first time, a household name in the United States and the West”. 
          One of the infamous attack carried out by Al-Qaeda in the United Kingdom was the 7/7 bombings in London that occurred on July 7th, 2005. This attack was conducted by bombs that exploded in London Underground and on the top compartment of a double decker bus. The attacks were fatal and lead to 52 deaths and 700 injuries (BBC News, 2008). 
One of the main reasons for which terrorist groups are ‘successful’ is their intelligence and coordination and in regard to their successfulness, Al-Qaeda have always been capable of conducting well-structured and coordinated attacks which reflects upon the expertise of their training. It is anticipated that Al-Qaeda have an ‘Encyclopaedia of the Afghan Jihad’ which pursuant to (Gunaratna, p 70, 1961) is ‘multi-volume’ and ‘7,000 pages’. The encyclopaedia is believed to cover tactics ranging from first aid to tanks and taking into consideration that they operate in a series of different environment, their training is catered to “urban, non-urban, mountain, desert and jungle terrain” (Gunaratna, p 70, 1961). 
          Al-Qaeda is or has been a significant concern to America in particular as the group has extreme beliefs in anti-Americanism, and during the ‘War on Terror’ many of the Islamic leaders have been killed and the organisation has been defeated (BBC News, 2004), showing the success in the US response to terrorism, but it must be remembered that their attacks have affected many other countries worldwide including the United Kingdom. This is because Al-Qaeda targeted America’s allies as well as the country itself. 
          In the United Kingdom, the terrorism response units work closely with the public services when an attack occurs. The UK works on providing a threat level to the country, as previously discussed which gives an insight into the likelihood of an attack which can assist putting the country at ease instead of living in anxiety and fear of terror attacks. One of the forces working alongside the terrorism response units is the police. For example, the (Metropolitan Police, 2021) assist in the aim to prevent terrorism as they “provide practical support to tackle the problem of terrorism and extremism at its roots and prevent vulnerable people and communities from being drawn into terrorism”. The prevention of terrorism minimizes the risk of attacks as it would result in them being less likely to occur. During the year of 2017, an investigation into the levels of response to terrorism by armed police was initialised to improve the response to terrorism following a series of attacks across the city. A part of this operation was to provide more funding and more armed officers into the police forces. It is estimated that £114m and 1,000 armed police officers would be introduced into the UK forces in response to being prepared for a terror attack (BBC News, 2017). 
          In terms of public perception, the general apprehension is that society fear terrorists and live in anxiety of the ‘not knowing’ when an attack can occur. This is a good reason for which there are now threat levels so countries can have some sort of insight into how likely an attack is to occur even with them being spontaneous. The activity of Al-Qaeda triggered many people into becoming Islamophobic and fearing Muslims. In a survey carried out in the weeks following the 7/7, the people questioned “showed greater endorsement of the in-group foundation, lower endorsement of the fairness foundation, and greater prejudice toward Muslims and immigrants, (Van de Vyver et al, p 174, 2016). This is evidence supporting that the 7/7 bombings were an influence on the strong beliefs in Islamophobia. The fear of Muslim terrorists can also influence the demoralisation of the public and cause them to have strong beliefs against immigration and misunderstandings of other religions can also lead to racism and prejudice.

          In conclusion, there is a large variety of evidence supporting that Al-Qaeda could be considered as a terrorist group. The definition of terrorism is very much relevant to the ideology of Al-Qaeda and they are infamously known for their acts of extremism and violence to portray religious and political views. The evidence in this essay supports that Al-Qaeda is a religiously driven organisation and in contrast to the definition of terrorism, terror attacks can be influenced by religion and one of the purposes to terrorism is to inflict religious views. Furthermore, the way the public services and the government respond to Al-Qaeda could also suggest that they are a terrorist group. The terror attacks inflicted in the UK particularly caused a series of Islamophobia due to the misunderstanding of the religion and the prejudice beliefs evolving around the whole Muslim religion being terrorists but this is not the case as there are only a small fraction of Muslims who obey to beliefs held by Al-Qaeda. 
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