Target 1 : .Check your referencing technique as you should, for example, include page refs with direct quotes.

Target 2: Proof read your work and use educational texts to model a more academic style of writing. Try to avoid contractions in academic essays.












Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
                                                                                                   (Donaldson 2015:68)

Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to your experience in school showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.




















Within this essay I aim to consider and discuss the three pedagogic principles underlined above. I will reflect on my understanding of the curriculum for Wales along with my understanding of the role of the professional teacher as being a reflective practitioner. Furthermore, I will identify strengths and areas for development for each of the underlined principles. 

The Foundation Phase curriculum is the statutory curriculum for ages three to seven in Wales. The curriculum encourages creativity, imagination and aims to make learning enjoyable and effective. Children’s holistic development, along with their skills development and building on prior learning and knowledge lies at the centre of the statutory curriculum framework.   
The curriculum states that children learn through first-hand experiential activities and through play (Welsh Gov, 2015). Through play, children are able to practice and consolidate their learning as well as solve problems, take risks and make decisions both individually and within groups. Play and first-hand experiences play an essential role in a child’s development as it allows for children to develop their own understanding of the world as well as themselves. The Foundation Phase Framework highlights that through play and active learning, children are able to develop their transferable skills that apply across the seven Areas of Learning. The seven areas of learning within the Foundation Phase include; personal and social development, language, literacy and communication skills, mathematical development, Welsh language development, knowledge and understanding of the world, physical development and creative development. 

The Foundation Phase environments should encourage independence and emphasise the use of outdoor environments in learning. The Foundation Phase also holds the development of children’s self-esteem and feelings of self-worth as a central part of the curriculum. The curriculum works as a progressive continuum framework that meets the needs of all learning abilities across four years (three to seven) and allows for children to develop at their own pace. It is known that children acquire knowledge and develop their skills at different rates and stages, therefore the Foundation Phase underlines the importance of differentiation within the curriculum. 
The curriculum states that there must be a balance between structured learning through child-initiated learning and activities directed by practitioners. The Welsh government states that a well-planned curriculum provides children with the opportunity to be involved in their own learning building on what they know, can do and are interested in. Actively learning through a balance of approaches enhances and extends a child’s learning. The curriculum is a key component that practitioners need to follow in order to ensure children’s development. 

The Foundation Phase curriculum is being improved and developed in order to provide the best possible education system for Wales. In 2015, Professor Graham Donaldson developed a report called ‘Successful Futures’ with the aim to shape a better future for the young people of Wales. In addition, a report was then developed called ‘A curriculum for Wales – a curriculum for life’ (2015) with improved views and ideas from the Welsh government, regional consortia and school-based practitioners. The new curriculum is designed to support learners to ‘adapt to a changing world’ and will be taught from September 2022. 

The pedagogy of teaching represents the methods used within the classroom in light of the purposes of the curriculum and the needs and development of the children. Pedagogy combines theoretical and practical knowledge and skills about what is required to promote effective learning in different contexts (Donaldson, 2015, p.56). The pedagogy of teaching refers to the different ways practitioner’s deliver the context of the curriculum to the children. The justifications behind the reasons for teachers using certain and different methods of teaching become the pedagogical principles.

There will now be discussion around the pedagogical principles ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’ and ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience’. Employing a blend of strategies in teaching is an important aspect to children’s learning. ‘Teachers need to employ a variety of teaching strategies and approaches in the classroom’ (Dr. Stobie et al). Dr. Stobie of Cambridge international explained that there are a number of approaches that have the highest impact on children’s learning, highlighting that teachers need to listen to the voice of the learners and allow for learning where they develop their own understanding, and develop independent learning. An important role of the teacher as a practitioner is to support children in learning. Vygotsky (1978) described this as the ‘Zone of proximal development’. The ZPD is the area of challenge which is beyond what a child can accomplish on their own but what they can achieve with the help of a skilled person. 

Play is an important approach to learning within the Foundation Phase, it plays a significant role in children’s physical, social, emotional, language and cognitive development. According to theorist Piaget (1969), play is a way for children to unify experiences, knowledge and understanding. Froebel (1967) suggested that ‘play is the highest level of child development. It is the spontaneous expression of thought and feeling… at this age, play is deeply significant’. 
During my placement, I gained an understanding of how play was used within the classroom. The class I was based in was a year 1,2 and 3 class with mixed groups and abilities. During topic lessons, the class teacher usually had two groups working on a ‘focus task’ with the class teacher and the TA. The focus tasks were teacher led through direct teaching. During the lesson, the groups not on the focus task lesson were able to play on the ‘action stations’, the activities carried out on the action stations were independent play activities set by the class teacher beforehand, these activities were usually linked to the topic. Activities included, role play activities, outdoor play (water and sand), drawing and colouring along with ICT games on the laptops and playdoh and building block activities. 
During my practice I adopted a blend of approaches when it came to play. I used continuous provision activities using structured play, a method where activities and games were used to teach children learning objectives, to develop their skills and to allow children to build a better understanding of a concept. For example, during placement I taught children ‘time’. As an enhanced provision, I provided children with a number of games and activities to independently choose from related to time to develop their skills and understanding through independent play. I modelled the activities to the children before hand to allow for understanding and this proved effective during practice. However, within a different setting ideally, to improve I would make more use of outdoor learning and play as this is another important aspect which is highlighted by theorist Friedrich Frobel (1782-1852). 
 According to the WSERD Report (2014), the most effective Foundation Phase classrooms have a balance of focused, enhanced and continuous tasks, and children are more likely to reach expected outcomes if the learning areas are implemented through a degree of child choice. The Foundation Phase pedagogy highlights that children should be given the opportunity to develop their knowledge and skills through a range of planned activities, tasks that encourage problem solving and active learning opportunities that build on prior knowledge. 
The activities provided within the classroom for independent learning and play were suitable for the different abilities within the class. This leads onto inclusivity and differentiation. 

Inclusive practice is a teaching approach that recognises the differences between children and uses this recognition to ensure that all children have equal access and opportunities to the curriculum in order to be able to participate fully in their learning. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) outlines under article 28 that children have the right to education regardless of who they are, their race, gender or disability. 
Inclusivity and differentiation are essential within the Foundation Phase practice in order for children to meet outcomes and develop holistically. The approach of inclusive practice understands that no two children are the same. Hall (2009) describes the classroom as a bus station because “student passengers arrive from a montage of backgrounds with very different needs”. 
An example of excellent practice highlighted by Estyn is a primary school that provides specific help to pupils with hearing difficulties, and encourages pupils and staff to use signing and other visual communications on a daily basis, the school also celebrates diversity and inclusion by giving pupils opportunities to learn about different cultures and religions (Estyn, 2018). 
During my teaching experience, I ensured that I used differentiation within my lessons. I taught in ability set groups which enabled me to target specific stages of learning within the topic and focus tasks allowed me to support children in smaller groups to provide them with the particular support required. Within the topic, the different ability groups completed altered activities and tasks. For example, when teaching time, one group was at the learning stage of five-minute intervals and another group was at the learning stage of half past. During language lessons (Welsh and English) I provided children with differentiated word banks as resources to support their writing. In order to develop this area of the pedagogical principle, in future practice I will provide higher ability groups with more challenging activities, consolidating the skills taught during direct teaching and that encourage problem solving and build on prior knowledge. I will also ensure I source overlay resources for children with dyslexia as this is another important aspect of inclusion which is highlighted by Professor Wilkins (1995). 

An area linked to the third pedagogical principle is cross curricular teaching. ‘Cross-curricular learning occurs when the skills, knowledge and attitudes of a number of different disciplines are applied to a single theme, problem, idea or experience’ (Barnes, 2015, p.62). Barnes believes that the world beyond the classroom is cross-curricular, therefore cross curricular teaching is a significant factor to excellent practice. Barnes highlights that some of the most important educational influences such as Rousseau, Montessori, Issac and Steiner each in their own way championed cross-curricular approaches. 
An example of excellent practice presented by Estyn is a school in Wales that has introduced interesting cross-curricular themes such as annual arts festivals and Welsh heritage projects. The school ensures the children ‘have a wealth of opportunities to use their literacy, numeracy and information and communication technology skills’ across all Areas of Learning, particularly in history, geography, art, music and Welsh. The school carefully plans so that themes interlink and for children to take ownership of their own learning. The staff within the school also deliver a number of extra-curricular workshops including art, local history research projects and Criw Cymraeg Club. 
The class I was in during placement used a thematic approach to connect Areas of Learning and to cover cross-curricular teaching. The theme was ‘SOS Stories of Swansea’ and cross-curricular links included educational visits to the Lifeboat Station, Welsh lessons on the Swansea Jack, planning a hero’s part for Swansea Jack in mathematics, research of the history of the lifeboat station in humanities and building a raft for health and well-being. 
Theorist Friedrich Froebel, a pioneering educator, believed that the outdoors and the garden offered an ideal environment for young children. His practice held that rich, sensory first-hand experiences were essential for growing minds and that engagement with the natural world is essential to learning. The Education Select Committee found that “Education outside the classroom is of significant benefit to students. Academic fieldwork clearly enhances the teaching of science and geography but other subjects such as history, art and design” (Select Committee, 2005, p.7). The committee also found that group activities outdoors can develop social skills and furthermore, outdoor education plays an important role in social inclusion, offering children who may not otherwise have the opportunity to simple chances of experiencing the countryside. 
Cross-curricular teaching does however cause several issues for discussion. Barnes highlighted that following the ‘great debate’ in 1976 on education, the unease felt by parents and practitioner’s regarding informal methods of teaching, which seemed to produce excellent results when in well-qualified hands but are much more dubious when not. (Barnes, 2015, p.p. 52). This was also more recently discussed during research held by Sekin and Gozutok (2010) where their study based on research findings suggested that 92% of teachers within the research found that there were lack of courses about cross-curricular skills and 60% of teachers found they had insufficient methodological knowledge about cross-curricular skills (Sekin and Gozutok, 2010, p. 5). 

There will now be consideration surrounding the pedagogical principle ‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.’ Donaldson highlighted within the Successful Futures Report that children arrive at school with different aspirations, interests and experiences. Therefore, ‘A one-size-fits-all approach to learning will not meet this wide range of needs.’
Considering Donaldson’s point, pupil voice is a key element to this pedagogical principle. Estyn’s Chief Inspector Meilyr Rowlands stated that “A strong pupil voice has clear benefits for both schools and learners” (Pupil participation: a best practice guide, 2016). And article twelve of the UNCRC states that children have the right to their own opinion. Within my placement school, there were a number of excellent practices relating to pupil voice that I encountered. An example included a survey created by the staff in order to ascertain children’s views and opinions on break time activities, the school then used the pupil voice to purchase outdoor activities of children’s interests. The school also has rights ambassadors who attend meetings to share views and ideas from their class to ensure pupil voice is heard and acted upon. The school had been awarded a gold status for the ‘Rights Respecting School Award’ for pupil voice. 
During placement I used pupil voice within my planning for continuous provisions. I did this by questioning pupils on activities they enjoy and are interested in. I took into account what the children had said and developed a number of different continuous provision activities with their help. In future practice, I will take on board practices held by the school such as EPIC planning in order to meet the pedagogical principle. EPIC planning is a concept the school uses where Everyone Plans in Class, parents and children are both involved in the topic ideas. This concept includes parental involvement which is another important aspect to the curriculum. 
There are however a number of challenges related to pupil voice within the classroom. One challenge being that not all pupils’ ideas and interests can be used at one time. A suggestion for this challenge is that children’s ideas and interests could be used and put forward on a termly basis to ensure all children’s voices are heard within the class.

The Welsh government state that the practitioner as a facilitator of learning, is central to the Foundation Phase approach. The government highlight within their learning and teaching pedagogy guidance that it is essential for all practitioners to have a thorough knowledge and understanding of child development and emphasis should be placed on planning to learn as a continuum, taking into account the importance of the need to meet all learners requirements. Planning within the Foundation Phase is a key element to this pedagogical principle. It is essential that there is continuity when planning for children’s development. It is important to carefully plan and resource a variety of opportunities and activities within the Foundation Phase, covering all Areas of Learning and types of play. Planning within the Foundation Phase is based on the curriculum and the Foundation Phase framework and is important to ensure learning is effective and that required progress is made (Welsh Government, 2008, p.12).
During my experience in school, I used Foundation Phase framework along with progression steps from the new curriculum for Wales in order to incorporate necessary skills for development within my planning. I also followed and used the QTS standards within my planning. 
Within the Foundation Phase, there are three different areas of planning used within a model, these areas include continuous provision, enhanced provision and focus tasks. Continuous provisions are the resources and areas used for children to explore independently. Continuous provision is an important aspect to children’s learning and development as it allows for children to take control of their own learning and have the freedom to make independent choices. Within my placement school, these areas included outdoor water and sand play areas and building block and playdoh activities. Enhanced provisions are the resources used within the classroom that are linked to a theme, these provisions add more challenge to the continuous provision. During my placement, some enhanced provisions I planned for included time activities for mathematics. Focus tasks are teacher led tasks based on a theme or topic. Within my placement school, the lessons were set with two groups completing a focus task with the class teacher’s support and two groups independently learning using the continuous and enhanced provisions. 

Currently, Wales are developing and changing the curriculum to the new Curriculum for Wales 2022. The new curriculum was founded within Professor Graham Donaldson’s ‘Successful Futures” review. The new curriculum is based on four purposes; to create ambitious, capable learners, to create enterprising, creative contributors, to create ethical, informed citizens and to create healthy, confident individuals. And six areas of learning including; expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, language, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy and science and technology. These areas will all be underpinned by the core cross-curricular subjects of literacy, numeracy and digital competency.
The Welsh curriculum is changing in order to provide the children of Wales with a better future. The curriculum is designed to equip children with the necessary skills and knowledge in which they can use effectively in the outside world. It is also designed provide children with the skills needed to adapt to the rapidly changing world and needs of employers. There are many advantages to the new curriculum for Wales, for example the emphasis on creativity and problem solving along with child centred learning and child led activities. The curriculum is also progressive and runs on a continuum ensuring children are able to learn and be challenged at their individual pace, therefore this subsequently supports inclusive learning and differentiation. Pupil voice and the core cross-curricular subjects are also key advantages to the new curriculum for Wales. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe the three pedagogical principles that I have discussed throughout this essay are paramount delivering the Foundation Phase curriculum to the highest level as they underpin excellent practice. Excellent practice would be to ensure the whole curriculum is covered using all Areas of Learning and using stimulating resources, creative strategies and techniques and ensuring children are central to planning of teaching and learning within the Foundation Phase. Throughout this assignment I have gained an understanding of the areas I need to develop within the principles in order to improve my practice. The areas for my development have been established throughout the essay. 




























Reference list 


Barnes, J., 2015. Cross-Curricular Learning 3-14. 3rd ed. Los Angeles: SAGE.

Cambridge Assessment International Education (2019) Implementing the Curriculum with Cambridge A guide for school leaders. Available at: https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/134557-implementing-the-curriculum-with-cambridge.pdf (Accessed: 20th March 2020).

Dillon, J., Morris, M., O’Donnell, L., Reid A., Rickinson M. and Scott, W., 2005. Engaging and Learning with the Outdoors – The Final Report of the Outdoor Classroom in. Rural Context Action Research Project. London: OCR. 

Donaldson, G. (2015) Successful Futures Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales. Wales: OGL. 

Estyn (2016) Cross-curricular themes that develop pupils key skills. Available at: https://www.estyn.gov.wales/effective-practice/cross-curricular-themes-develop-pupils%E2%80%99-key-skills (Accessed: 24th March 2020).

Estyn (2018) School encourages caring and inclusive learning environment. Available at: https://www.estyn.gov.wales/effective-practice/school-encourages-caring-and-inclusive-learning-environment-0 (Accessed 24th March 2020).

Kerry, T. and Tollitt-Evans, J., 1995. Teaching Infants. Cheltenham, Eng.: Stanley Thornes.

Miller, L. and Pound, L., 2012. Theories and Approaches To Learning In The Early Years. Los Angeles: SAGE.

 Taft, L (2019) ‘Strategies for Differentiation in the Classroom That Actually Work’ Liam Taft [Blog]. 20 September. Available at: https://www.twinkl.co.uk/blog/strategies-for-differentiation-in-the-classroom-that-actually-work (Accessed: 22nd March 2020).

Tovey, H., 2020. Outdoor Play and Exploration. 1st ed. 

UKEssays (2015) Theories surrounding learning through play. Available at: https://www.ukessays.com/essays/young-people/theories-surrounding-learning-through-play-young-people-essay.php (Accessed: 20th March 2020).

UKEssays (2018) Investigation of outdoor play in early years. Available at: https://www.ukessays.com/essays/young-people/investigation-of-outdoor-play-in-early-years-young-people-essay.php (Accessed: 20th March 2020).

Unicef UK. 2020. UN Convention on The Rights Of The Child. Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/ (Accessed: 24th March 2020). 

Welsh Government (2015) Foundation Phase Framework. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/storage/d5d8e39c-b534-40cb-a3f5-7e2e126d8077/foundation-phase-framework.pdf (Accessed: 16th March 2020).

Welsh Government. (2008) Learning and Teaching Pedagogy. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/storage/8f0b360f-f1f6-4bec-b11a-df88168007f9/learning-and-teaching-pedagogy.pdf (Accessed: 25th March 2020). 

Wilkins, A. (2003) Reading Through Colour: How coloured filters can reduce reading difficulty, eye strain and headaches. West Sussex: John Wiley & Sons Ltd.

