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THE “GOOD WAR’
AND MODERN MEMORY

Most Americans did not want to fight another war in Eu-rope.‘ From tbc
beginnings of World War I in 1939 uniil th.c sudden fa{l Otdl:?nic 1Sn
the spring of 1940, isolationist sentiment d()n31112.1tcta1 public anr dgor::lrc :
sional opinion. Even many who believed that Nazi (Jcrn?any. posc‘ a "rca
to United States interests hoped that America cpuld .1".'01d .utgnl' entry into
the war by simply providing economic and military aid to I.irlltami. _—
With Japar’s attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 I?L:ccmbcr 194 :11'(_ ern :
mv’s declaration of war on the United States a few days latcr,‘pu ic f)Pl[‘ll()l
shifted. In many wavs this explains the more muteq ti)ne of :i\mem;.n pro-
paganda during World War Il in contrast to th.nﬁot World War I,'Tbe‘ mor
alistic and messianic themes so prevalent in 1917-18 were l.lr%;cly_:l sf@t ijn
1941-45. Most people considered World War U awar of SC“"dCfL‘T‘lSLSHI
particularly in the Pacific, of revenge fora surprlse-attack on Amemili b;l ;
relatively [;tc and reluctantly did President Fr;mkhf\ D Roo§cx'clt esta bxls .
an Oﬂ]c‘c of War Information. In his view, Wilson's Committee on Pu u.'
Information had fucled much of the hysteria that had swept the countﬁr‘y
during the First World War, and Roosevelt wan[.cd to avoid a re;zrcgut
He also believed that public expectations concerning the results o _ cglc;
ond World War should not be raised unrealistically, as they had in 1917.
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Like many of his contemporaries, Roosevelt believed that much of the pop-
ular disillusionment with the Versailles Treary and the League of Narions
had stemmed from overinflated wartime promises by the Wilson adminis-
tration.

[dealism, however, was not entirely absent from World War 11 propa-
ganda. The government and the mass media ofter stressed that the United
States was fighting against the morally repugnant ideologies of Nazism,
fascism, and militarism and in defense of what Roosevelt called the Four
Freedoms—freedom of religion and speech, and freedom from fear and
want. The government’s wartime message emphasized thar the United
States had joined forces in a Grand Alliance with Brirain, and also with
Nationalist China and Stalin’s Russia. By 1944 American war publicity pre-
dicted that out of this wartime union would grOW a permanent interna-
tional organization—a Uhited Nations—designed to cnsure a more stable
and peacetul world.

American propaganda inflamed emotions—particularly against the Jap-
anese, who were portraved as an evil, inferor, and barbaric race lacking all
sense of decency. These Asians had not only bombed Pearl Harbor without
warning but also committed scores of atroities against American prisoners
ot war during the Bataan Death March. Hatred of the stereotyped “Jap”
quickly reached such a state that the federal government interned Amen-
can atizens of Japanecse descent living near the Pacific Coast in special
camps.?

Because of the Pearl Harbor attack and as a result of earlier isolationism,
public support for the war against Japan proved much stronger than sup-
port for the war against Germany. Inidally, the president feared that the
United States might be forced to reverse its goal of defeating Germany
betore dealing fully with Japan. American propaganda, as well as public
attitude, remained restrained regarding Germany, failing to match the
anger expressed against Japan, or even the level of emotion rajsed against
the “Hun" in 1917. Before the public discovered the concentration camps
at the end of the war, the atrocity story failed to become a staple of wartime
publicity against the Germans. Perhaps this was partly due to the large
number of German Americans living in the United States. It also may have
stemmed from the fact that the German army and its soldiers were gener-
ally granted more respect than Japanese troops.?

Discovery of the Nazi concentration camps ended any remaining doubt
of America’s need to crush Germany. In contrast to the aftermath of the
First World War, no significant revisionist school emerged questioning
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the wisdom of America’s entering the war ir.m Europe. Rcvisiom.srnl\\ti;snc:;l:
a minor undercurrent—a few old isolationists a.nd, later, Ji]CO'-ISO; Conﬂié;
Most Americans remembered the stru_g,glc a'glal-nst Gcrman}ra;s:d conflc
between good and monstrous evil. In fact, crmas.m I:Tt)cr cmchg,t;c over the
failure of»thc United States to grasp fully and qulcl.dy eril-g he e e
ture of Nazism. By the 1970s and 1980s, many :»crc faulting
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the Sovier Union. The Uhited States built the largest navy and air foree in
the world. Although American casualties never approached those of Japan,
Germany; or the Soviet Union, they remained substantial and far greater
than the losses sustained in World War I. The nawy, for instance, lost more
men during the single day’s attack on Pearl Harbor than it had during the
entire course of World War 1. All told, almost three hundred thousand
American soldiers. sailors, and marines died in World War I, compared
with slightly more than fifty thousand in World War 1.6

Despite the unprecedented magnitude of the U.S. effort in the Second
World War. Americans did not create 2 distinct national holiday to com-
memorate it. Although there were aLtempts to create specific organizations
representing only World War [] veterans, those efforts ultimately were
aborted. In contrast ro the immediate aftermath of the First World War,
there was little interest in 1945-47 in building innovative war monuments
in the United Stares.

In 1945, a51n 1919, Americans pondered the wisdom of maintaining mili-
tary cemeteries overseas. Both the army and the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission believed they would serve as useful symbols of national
unity, as permanent reminders o other nations of the sacrifices made by
the United Stares, and as symbols of an ongoing triendship between the
countries. Because the next of kin had been allowed in the 19205 to deter-
mine whether a particular soldier would be buried at home or abroad, it
proved virtually impossible to deny this option in 1945. Few wanted to
reopen the “unpleasant debate” that rook place in the 1920s, but many in
the military and the American Battle Monuments Commission hoped that
by quickly restoring the World War cemeteries to their pre-1940 beauty,
they could prepare the American public for a “free and cheerful accep-
tance™ of overseas burial of the World War 11 dead -

This idea won considerable support in the media. Articles appearing in
Reader’s Digest. the Saturday Evening Post, and other popular periodicals
offered reasons for not returning the war dead, particularly from Europe.
It was again argued that those who died in battle would have wanted to
remain buried near their comrades. Invariably the views of living soldiers
were cited to reinforee this sentiment. Burial on the battlefield forever asso-
ciated the fallen with 3 victory considered “one of the great achievements
of histon™ On a2 more practical level, internment in an overscas cemetery
would ensure that sons and husbands would rest in 2 beautiful parklike
cemetery.’
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With far less furor than in the aftermath of the First Woﬂ;i Wur,. Ct(});;[
gress decided in 1946 that widows, children, parcnfs, and s:) 12%5, ;n-c .
:)rdcr, could make the final determination rcgardmg ic url' | phaxma_
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but the army ruled against it. In the view of the commander of the army’s
Memorial Division, the effect of an American cemetery would be lost on
the people of India, because of what he called the Indians’ “lack of respect”
accorded to their own dead !

In designing the overseas cemeteries and monuments, the American
Barde Monuments Commission and the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts
again adhered to many of the policies that had been established after World
War I The graves of World War I1 veterans were to be marked by uniform
gravestones, and grass and trees were to dominate the cemeterices. A marble
cross or Star of David would be placed on cach gravestone, and each ceme-
tery would contain a permanent, nondenominational chapel.)2

Like their First World War counterparts, Second World War chapels de-
fined the United Stares as a predominately Christian nation. Although Jew-
ish symbolism was incorporated in some chapels, the American Bartle
Monuments Commission again showed considerable insensitiviry. In con-
sidering what it called the “Jewish question,” the commission in 1949 re-
fused to heed the calls of many American Jews to abstain from using the
cross in chapel designs or to establish an advisory committee 1o provide
advice on religious symbolism. There was even retrogression in this area,
as the commission had randomly marked unknown soldicrs’ graves during
the interwar period with either a cross or a Swr of David in relation to the
“proportion of known Jewish dead to known Christian dead.” In 1948 it
decided that all unidentified graves would be marked with a cross in order
to avoid having a Star of David mark the grave of what the commission
suggested might be “an unknown Christian.™'?

In selecting architects and sculptors to design the World War II oversceas
monuments, both the Commission of Fine Arts and the American Battle
Monuments Commission again preferred those who worked in traditional
styles. Conscquently, most chapels and overscas monuments were built
along classical lines. Idealized figures clothed in the garb of Greek Citizens,
Roman soldiers, or medieval saints served as focal points for several monu-
ments. As they had during the interwar period, the two commissions
viewed American overseas memorials as part of a long, European-based
cultural tradition dating back to ancient Greece and Rome. !+

To highlight the continuity between the two world wars, the American
Barde Monuments Commission made the World War I cemetery at Sure-
snes, on the outskirts of Paris, a burial ground and memorial to the dead
of both conflicts. The remains of twenty-four unidentified soldiers from
the Second World War were placed in the cemetery. At the same time, the
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In the late 1940s there were 3 few efforts to establish the anniversary of

V-] Day as a national holiday. On the first anniversary of that day, President

Harry S, Truman issued a proclamation urging Americans to observe 14
August 1946, as “Victory Day™ by publicly displaving the American flag
and by remembering those who had sacrificed their lives for the cause of
“justice, treedom, peace and international good-will.”
held church services or other public ceremonies to mark the anniversary,
Every year from 1946 to 1949, New York's governor Thomas E. Dewey
issued a proclamation calling on citizens of the Empire State to remember
14 August as V-J Day. In addition, during the fate 1940s, Arkansas and
Rhode Island made the day into a legal state holiday.:*

V-] Day never became a national holiday. Instead, Armistice Day, 11
November, was redefined 1o include the commemoration of both world
wars and, eventually, all American wars. Armistice Day was chosen, in part,
because the Second World War had really ended on mo different daes:
V-E Dav in Europe was 8 May 1945, and V' Day in Asia was 14
1945, In addition to that confusion, by making V-] Day into a national
holiday, the majority of attention would have been focused on the war in
the Pacific. Armistice Day still held a special significance for many Second
World War veterans, Many of the senior officers of the 1941-45 war had
served in the 1917 conflict, Also, many of the citizen-soldiers of World
War I had come of age during the interwar period and had never known
a time when Armistice Day was not observed. ¥

Many communities

August

The development of a separate holiday commemorating the Second
World War was impeded most by the cold war and the threar of hostilities
with the Soviet Union. It became clear following the Korcan War (1950~

53) that Armistice Day must be formally redefined, because, in the words
of one congressman, it was “simply not feasible to establish a national hol;-
day to commemorate the closing of each war”
Armistice Day, Vererans Day, proclaiming it as 3 day to honor the partici-
pants of all American wars. A House commirtee supporting this change
declared that the veterans of Korea and World War II had, like their World
War T comrades, fought for the same no
“permanent peace by haiting aggression o
democratic ideals.*

The monuments built within the
fallen of the world wars served to hi
conflicts. Many in 1945,
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bronze table or single granite
had fought and died, added t
the fallen of World War [ .2+
To alarge degree. it was nor traditional monumen
commemorated World War I, bur newspaper photographs, newsreels,
motion pictures, and, eventually, relevision. A dramatic picture by press
photographer Joseph Rosenthal, which showed five marines and a navy
medic raising an American flag on Mount Suribachi during the battle for
Iwo Jima, quickly became one of the most popular symbols of the Second
World War. Soon after its publication in February 1945, editorial writers
and members of Congress called it a “work of art” representng one of the
great historical events in American history. Its imagery of heroism, bravery,
and courage was frequently compared with that of Emanuel Leutze’s
painting of “Washington Crossing the Delaware.
ment used a representation of the wo Jima flag
seventh loan drive poster. The Post Office also b
a stamp depicting the flag raising, >
Congress quickly introduced legislation to b
ment to the flag raising at Iwo Jima. Within days
don, an Austrian-born sculptor serving in the

marker containing the names of those w ho
O or alongside the marker commemorating

ts that preserved and

" The Treasury Depart-
raising as the basis for its
roke all sales records with

uild a permanent monu-
of the event, Felix DeVWel-
U.S. Nawy, at the behest of
his superiors, created a sculptured work depicting the heroic scene, Hasuly
completed in August 1945, the work was temporarily erected on Constity.-
tion Avenue in Washington, D.C.% The Marine Corps Leaguc and the
Navy Department viewed Develdon’s figure as a superb representation of
the event and of the “fighting spirit™ of the Marine Corps. The Marine
Corps League lobbied Congress for permission to erect 3 permanent mon-
ument based on Rosenthal’s picture and DeWeldon's sculpture as a memo-
rial to the Marine Corps® dead from ajl of America’s wars. The Commission
of Fine Arts, the National Sculpture Society, and the Artist’s Guild of
Washingron considered this an appalling idea. DeWeldon’s professional
credentials remained suspect, and they believed his temporary monument
was artistically horrendous. One former naval officer and sculptor accused
DeWeldon of having falsified his artistic accomplishments and education.
[n addition, a report asserted that DeWeldon had entered the United

States illegally in the 19305 and had attempred
The Commission of Fine

to ensure that only the be
this or any major memori

to commit insurance fraud.
Arts insisted that a compettion be held in order
st design and sculpror were sclected to complete
al to the Second World War. Moreover, the com-

mission opposed the strict use of Rosenthal’s picture as the model for any
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President Harry S. Truman appointed him a member
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The inability of the Commission of Fine Arts and the Narional Sculp-
ture Society to prevent the construction of DeWeldon's Iwo Jima monu-
mentillustrates their weak positions in determining how the Second World
War would be commemorated. The conservative,
proach of the commission and sculpture sociery
ingly fallen out of favor, both in artist
American society. As one member of
ported gloomily in 1931:

classically oriented ap-
to public art had increas-
¢ circles and among various elites in
the National Sculpture Society re-

Circumstances and condizions during the past 23 years have not been kind o sculp-

ture. It is today almost completely overlooked as decoration for homes, for gar-
dens, and for public architecture. Irs use for commemorative monuments has of

recent years faced much opposition. If ever sculpture was in the dark shadows
of near oblivion it is now. >

Many art critics questioned whether classically inspired monuments ade-
quately captured the terrible destructiveness and horrible violence of the

Second World War, They insisted that memorial art aim for greater simplic-

Felix DeWt]

don’s first statue commemorating the flag raising on Iwo Jima
oniginally stood on Constitution Avenue in Washingron, D.C. Both the arrist and
statue he creared received searing criticism from the professional art community.
{Phatograph courtesy National Archives, 80-G-386592)
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ity and starkness in design and form. Modern arF -a—nd ;Luli:j:;:::cmfj;
more appropriate for modern wars. To many crm;s tg :nmissmngvm-
monuments built by the American Batde Mongmunts I Othc-", on i
bolized all thar should be avoided in memorial art.h llc el Comn’mm_
massiveness, uniformity, and stiffness seemed too muc ‘ I-, Lhe commen
orative structures of fascist Germany and Jtaly. Onf: c.m.lgas d.lc cred the
stiff and lifeless statues authorized by the commission
d ture 73 ‘ .
“0'}5:1::(1212 of interest in building tradidonal monug}en[s—;looéhtif;iir;{i
World War also suggests that govcmmcnf leaders 3?1 mu; or e Pt
were content with the way First World War memonals an puals defined
the American identity. After 1945hbf)tl;l W;mt .c;::‘::lzt;izon ble thas
i i var period with an ethrucally hete g : fn
:O(t:: lI[:elr;S-L,pthe first year Armistice Day was formally L?:;:;:;:::i
as Veterans Day, the federal government organized .'1‘r1 gni:'c;c;nnecmm "
of mass naturalization ceremonices. These symbohz'e Lt ;:Statcs ccrion of
military service to citizenship and declared that the L'.ﬂ].t‘C‘L aues had been
crcateci from many diverse peoples. In part, the dmmam;l _a[;jdi\,iduals o
Jima flag raising image stemmed from. the fait th t“a;\mericam s i
had takgﬁ part in that event were perceived a\s ?\;zﬁgclb‘“dzc‘j o
together from disparate backgrounds. As was wic L\, pl‘k\, nmu,mamcer’ i
cipants included an American Indian, 2 Tcxa.n‘ a }\;ntm_ ¥ mountaineer o
French Canadian from Vermont, and a Czech-Americ
ennsylvaria,®! ' N , N
Pu;)nz:'ing the interwar years, anticommumsm and (;pgoiu:ncct)?;\:::cr;_
sreeived as foreign-inspired radical sub\.'crsllon ha c‘g, _, o
p“‘:“ ican Legion. In 1933 the organization had acmcl}. opposec pd
ltg;;trizcl‘r:cognidon of the Soviet L'ni('.)n. A!thoug:]ll dicdllvzglg::i::gps(irattcﬁs
military preparedness in the 19?:05, it bvcllcvcd : at e e
should intervene militarily only in the \\réstcrn } emisp ‘,Vorld g
insisted that the U.S. alliance with thc“Sowct Unton during
had been strictly a matter of necessity.™ ot Franklin D, Roo.
To manv other Americans, however, and to Preside { Frankiin D Roo
sevelt, the Soviet-American alliance rcprc.sentcd the bcglr?rj1ng501dicrs ‘e
of co:)pcrarjon between the two countncs_. Mar.x'v A?fr?u;;?smd e v
had mer the Red Army at the Elbc. on 25 April 19 odlrzo od dhit ey
would keep alive the spirit of goodwill once they rc.‘t-urn; muCAh merica, e
veteran, Chicago cab driver ]oscPh Polowsky, ;d.cduate e
fostering reunions berween Soviet and American troop
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the close of the war. In'the 1940s and 1950s, Polowsky worked to have
the United Nations and the United States declare 25 April a day dedicated
to the pursuit of peace. Before his death in 1983, Polowsky directed that
his body be buried at the Elbe meeting site as a symbol of goodwill and
understanding between the United States and the Soviet Union. 3

The American Veterans Committee (AVC), started by World War IT vet-
erans, hailed the spirit of Yalta and insisred that Soviet-American coopera-
tion was still possible, They offered a liberal vision of the 1941 conflict
and insisted that the United States con
Freedoms domestically and internationally. In contrast to the American
Legion, the AVC argued that veterans should nort simply lobby for benefirs
for themselves but also seek to promote a reordering of American society
that would benefit all. As cold war tensions worsened, the American Veter-
ans Committee faltered, suffering from internal strife as competing groups
from the Left struggled to control it. Labeled a com

[nunist front organiza-
tion by the American Legion and others, the AVC sought to combat this

charge by expelling all communists from its ranks. Nonetheless, the accu-
sations proved effective, and by 1950 the AVC had shrunk to insignifi-
cance. 3

The failure of the
of a wider movemen

tinue to promote Roosevelt’s Four

AVC to supplant the American Legion remained part
t toward making anticommunism central to the defi-
nition of the American identity: To the legion, and to President Truman
and his successors, the great lesson of the Second World War had been the
need to contain early on totalitarian aggression. In contrast 1o carlier eras
In American history, the boundary between peace and war scemed thin
during the cold war. The United States spent large sums on the military
and in foreign assistance to those who resisted the actions of the Sovier
Union and of Third World guerrilla movements.

The cold war grew increasingly strained, casting a long shadow over
efforts to commemorate the Grand Alliance of the Second World War. In
the late 1940s and the 1950s, Veterans Day ceremonies emphasized the
need to meet the threat posed by the Communist bloc. In 1950, after
protests from Admiral William H. Standley, a former ambassador to the
Soviet Union under the Roosevelt administration, that two of the Four
Freedoms (from want and from fear) were inspired by communism, the
San Diego City Council decided not to sponsor 2 World War II monument
in which the four freedoms were listed next to the
from that ciry.

In many wavs the fate of the tomb of the Unknown Soldier provides a

names of those killed
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: . ance
icrocosm for understanding how the cold war shaped the rcmchmbr
o { ’ cide or an
of World War 115 In 1946 the federal government decided tlo on )\
. ; 1 1l 1 e Arlington Na-
Unknown Soldier from World tVar I with a burml-m th‘; ’\Jl'd V%varl -
ike his ¢ ‘orld War I,
i ' i Like his counterpart from
rional Cemetery amphitheater. ! = rid ar L i
anonvmous hero was the embodiment of the unity and ('hxer:t‘\ e
-l i y sacrific
American character. Authorities also wanted him to sy mbohzc; ; < fhee
i ! { - the nati
of all World War 1T servicemen who had fought on bchallf;) ic nanon
and in the cause of peace. By buryving another unknown sr; d 1e;; ‘ :Orld
‘ ' ¥ rm both w
e fense Department wanted to a
and the newly created Defense ment v hirt i ere
wars as conflicts fought in defense of U.S. interests against outs g
gression, N e
) In considering where to bury the second unknown soldur,dbo;l |
" smmissi ] cred the sol-
Defense Department and the Commission of Fine Arts pondg‘r‘f e sl
o : ier fi i { far.
dier’s relationship with the unknown soldier from the First or(;
y i sor: Would it be better to destroy
1 *X his predecessor? Would i \
Should he be buried next to . e to deror
the first monument and build another one honoring both? Sh pac
H i . )
be created for unknown soldiers of future wars: el ot o
fensce : ent favored a radical over
In 1949 the Defense Departme e tom®
and amphitheater. In one plan the depariment proposedig)hpl;h the lares
1 ac ish this, 1
soldieri hitheater proper. To accomp
unknown soldier in the amp : P e
c itheater. To rela
ace the le floor and seats in the amp
rass to replace the marb ; o o e
tghc existing tomb to the newer one, the Defense Dcpartrgcnt L&}l]lc Lorehe
) B 1 v . c
destruction of the current muscum building. As aitcrnamn,]t ; .1:m‘y ‘
- > ¥ - bul o
Department otfered more modest plans. One called for mc}:e \ : d pee
] isti d another, favored by
: :xisting monument, an
flat tomb at the base of the ¢ 1 ¢ red b
the Commission of Eine Arts, called for the construction of a mon
y 1 T e 36
of equal size and shape next to the First World War t(?mb.l N
The Defense Department abandoned plans for radical a tcranonsh
" issi ‘ine had pointed out, the am-
i d Commission of Fine Arts
amphitheater. As the pointed out, the am
phitheater was originally created as a monument to Civil \\:;\r Um’.mv
destruction of the building on the East Side could provoke co oL
ivi au ‘0 separate to
The department also had misgivings abour creating r\xoﬁ??irat 1 m'(;
~ tment official noted,
if they we ¢ another. As one depar c
even if thev were near on . . . A
tombs would create logistical difficulties when the president and
- iers 37
ficials sought to honor the Unknown Soldiers. s, the Defense Deparc
) F issi ' Fine ¢ Defense
i - blessings Commission of Fine Arts, .
With the blessings of the : ctense Depart
- 5 ' the 'n Soldier trom
cided 10 Fe : 1950 to bury the Unknow
ment decided in February 3 , o ord
War II next to his First World War counterpart. The currcn;l)t sar dpﬁ de
- inscript : e modific
would be retained, but the inscription on the tomb would be m
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show that it honored both Unknown Soldiers. At the same time, the De-
tense Department anticipated the need to bury additional unknown sol-
diers from furure wars. As one general noted, plans for the new tomb
included a “preparatory base ar least for the burial of a world war III
vereran.”

In the end the Defense Department’s plans to bury additional unknown
soldiers proved to be far-sighted. The Korean War led to a cancellation of
plans to entomb an unknown soldier on Memorial Day 1951, Atter the
war ended, Congress decided that an additional unknown soldier should
be selected. On Memorial Day 1958, the Defense Department simultane-
ously honored these two anonymous soldiers in an observance reminiscent

of that conducted in 1921 for the Unknown Soldier of World War 1. Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower and a host of other mourners paid their re-
spects as the soldiers lav in stare in the Capitol rotunda. A military
procession escorted them to the Arlington amphitheater for a funeral ser-
vice that included the bestowing of military honors, speeches praising their
sacrifice, and hymns mourning their passing. To emphasize the heteroge-
neous character of the naton, a Catholic priest, a Protestant minister, and
a Jewish rabbi took part in the ceremonies. ¥

[t had been intended that the Unknown Soldier from World War [ serve
as a symbol of peace, and, as has been noted, the ceremonics in his honor
coincided with a major international disarmament conference. The peace
theme was not entirely absent in 1938, but it seemed more ephemeral.
For instance, Eisenhower, in 1 reception for all the living Medal of Honor
recipients, dwelt on the need for military unification in order to assure 1
strong national defense. By burving the Unknown Sol

dier from Korea next
to his comrades from 191

7 and 1941, this Arlingron memorial became the
link between the world wars and the cold war.#°

The cold war also had a profound impact on how the federal government
sought to preserve the memory of the dropping of the atomic bomb,
which marked the end of World War IT but also heralded the opening of
the nuclear age. Within days after the surrender ot Japan, Secretary of Inte-
rior Harold L. Ickes directed the Park Service to start planning the incor-
poration and preservation of the site of the first atomic bomb test site in
Alamogordo, New Mexico, as part of the national monument svstem. In
response to this directive, the Park Service formulated plans that called for
4 museum on site that illustrated the workings and nature of the atomic

bomb. In addition, it wanred to obtain and put on display two B-29 ajr-
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craft that had dropped the bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In the view
of Interior Department and Park Service officials, the “use of atomic en-
crgy [was] so revolutionary™ that Alamogordo was of unprecedented and
immediate interest to both the nation and the international community.*!

The residents of Alamogordo, state officials, and the congressional dele-
gation from New Mexico all desired to make the Alamogordo test site into
a national monument. John J. Dempsey, governor of New Mexico, encour-
aged Park Service efforts to preserve the site because it offered a vital argu-
ment for *maintaining the peace of the world ™ He suggested establishing
a museum at the proposed national monument and suggested it include a
mural of pictures portraving the destruction at Hiroshima and Nagasaki
and a display of “relics™ from these two cities thar underscored the tremen-
dous power of the bomb.*

Some parties calling for the preservation of the atomic bomb site did
not grasp the full meaning of the weapon. Many local officials and residents
of New Mexico quickly realized the potential of Alamogordo as a Mecca
for tourists. And there were those who wanted to trivialize the power of
the bomb by suggesting that the fused sand found near ground zero be
sold as souvenirs. One resident of Albuquerque, New Mexico, applied to
open a souvenir and curio shop near Alamogordo that would have an ex-
clusive right to seil “limited quanuties of the fused soil of the Monument
site’* The federal government’s attitude toward the site and the bomb
itself was less benign. Initally, the army sought to discredit so-called Jap
propaganda claiming that the radiation from the atomic bomb explosions
lingered in the environment. The military insisted that the bombs dropped
on Japan had exploded at a high enough altitude to prevent contamination
of the soil. In order to bolster their case, the army invited a team of journal-
ists and photographers to inspect the Alamogordo site two months after
the atomic explosion **

In the end, conflict with the Soviet Union derailed efforts to create the
Atomic Bomb National Monument. Most of the rickety structures at the
site were dismantled by the army for safety reasons and because of indiffer-
ence regarding their historic nature. Additionally, the passage of ume and
the forces of nature lessened the effect of many of the site’s dramatic fea-
tures. In the words of one Park Service regional director, the “Atomsite is
breaking up badly and is becoming quite dull and drab-looking.” Perhaps
equally important, as the Los Alamos site continued to produce nuclear
technology, the Alamogordo site could not be spared. The War Depart-
ment turned over the site to the newly established Atomic Energy Com-
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mission in ?946 and the laboratory at Los Alamos continued to work
weapons of mass destruction. The Park Service shelved lans to ¢ r o
natonal monument at Alamogordo.* ’ o e
‘ The weapons technology used in the Sccond World War fascinated b
.tcdcral 9ﬂ1c1als and much of the wider public and remains area Cf "
tnterest in commemorating the creation of the atomic bomb T:i)sn' o
jln Iznoc{cm \\'arfar}: helps ex lain why a year betore Conurc.ss aut}llr:)trci;cej
4 monument to the marine’s flag raising on Iwo Ji wemakers
legislation -crc.ltjng a2 Natioral Air A\Ius;umn, IDc(:lil:; ilr:“lr;itm TSiCd
ment the history of American military and civil aviation, the Aj \tlo "OLu_
a part of. the Smithsonian Institutioh, began to acqui:"c a mcri : L]S'LL'lm"
famous aircraft used in both World Wars—most notablyv the ; a!rmz' .
the plane that dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima. Until a :0 ” e
rrv1us-cum was completed in 1976, the National Air Museum rciarm';ncst
National Air and Space Museum in 1966, mounted cxhibitit‘ms i e
rary quarters at the Smithsonian.* . e
Many s al ¢ | d
1950 he 1980s s e 0TS o th
nid-19 o : on with the technological arti-
f;;::;do;tgc Scwlnd World War and clamored for a chance to turbn deact
: . naval vessels from that war into floar : !
starcs,‘such as North Carolina and Alabama, rgfiil:rip[l];uitr::zd Smcmll
committees to maintain decommissioned battleships bcar‘ina their SsFt)ufd‘
names as memorials. Other states and private groups wanted ;o save aat'L‘s
ular ships because of their “uniqueness” or illustrious records Fp o
stance, a nonprofit organization was formed in 1978 in Cali% Or ©
preserve the last remaining Oakland-built liberny hip of the w Omu" o
Jeremial O’Brien.s” PR e LSS
Most states and private groups declared that the ships they saved f;
the scrap heap would serve as war memorials. Alabama dcci;:lcd Ch “the
battleship bearing its name should serve as a “state shrine to th t a['thc
and courage of Alabamians who served in World War ITand Kor:a f’a‘f:’r}ffc
the Chlhcago Museuin of Science and Industrv placed a captured éc _‘“
subm%nnc on dis.pla)' in 1954, it formally dcdi'catcd the craft to the “n:l:m
zry f)f the AJincrl.can scamen who went down to unmarked ocean ra\r':;
T:Ipm‘g to win victory at sea.™** Although World War 11 muscumgsh'
were uﬂk.:d memorals, they were advertised and valued as tourist tt: ‘PS
ons. During the early 1980s, the Alabama Batteship Commission ot o
a pamphlet that assured visitors that thev would “enjoy é\'cn' L::’t e
aboard” the vessel. Fach vear the commission held a pagca}lt to s;:}ec:r;tfs
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eral voung women to serve as “crewmates” and to publicize the ba[tlcshvlp
men%orialband other tourist sites in Alabama. The Massachusetes Mcmon;ﬂ
Commitree invited Boy Scouts and other youth groups to “bunk down
aboard the USS Massachusetts in Fall River and experience "‘24 memoFablc
hours.” It also advertised the former warship as an ideal site for business
meetings, luncheons, and other special events.* . '

The transformation of a war memorial into touflst attmcr_lon w:js not
unique to the warships or to the period after the Second “or]d.\.\ar.hln
the late nincteenth and early twenticth centuries, many comrTx_unmes val-
ued their revolutionarv and Civil War battlefields for their ablllf}" o d'raw
visitors, although many political leaders and vetcrans expressed misgivings
about the commercializarion of sacred sites and holidays. As th: nineteenth
century drew to a close, many Civil War veterans expressed dxsplcasgrc that
Memolrial Day had become a day for picnics and shopping. D_ur}rl.g t}'u:
early 1920s, a'congr’cssiona] opponent of transferring the care of Ca.\nl War
battlefields from the War Department to the National I?ark Service de-
nounced such a plan tor fear the battleficlds would fill with hot dog and

venir stands.®® ) )
SOli\'or did all weapons of war stand idle and passive atjth 194‘3.. In 1951,
a group of retired military pilots formed the an;.lchromsuc;ll).-' qtlcd C‘oAn-
federate Air Force {CAF) and started rehabilitating and flving vintage air-
craft from the Second World War. During the 1960s and 19705, this
southwestern-based organization acquired a national and cven ‘mtcrm—
tonal membership. The United States Air Forcn: grantcc.'l the CAF an aura
of legitimacy by inviting the organization to pcrtorm’ ;acnal demonstrations
and programs at air force bases around the country.”’

The reenactments sponsored by the CAF attempted to convey an 'a'ura
of realism and included a narration that highlighted the<ccntral political
and military events of the Second World War. Airplanes sufmlatcd bomb-
ing runs, ground controls set off explosives buried in the airfield, and air-
cr;ft “hit™ in mock combat turned on smoke generators. The recreated
“battles” focused not only on American triumphs but also on camsrrophc;s
such as Pearl Harbor. Until 1976, CAF air shows cven recreated th%' a:tom:‘
bombing of Hiroshima by featuring a lone B-29 ﬂ:\'mg over the alrh.cld

Battle recnactment as a form of commcmorauo'n hilS a long hxstor.}.
During the antebellum pc.riod, clite militia companies trom. ‘Phlla.dclph;.l
often journeyed to revolutionary battlefields to restage Amcma'n trlunl';l:lv s
as part of Independence Day celebrations. In 1913 at ic Gftt} sburg” ue
and Grav reunion, reenactors took part in one last “Pickett’s charge” and
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its defeat by Union forces. Beginning in the 1950s, scores of amateur mili-
tary companies atrracted members interested in restaging Civil War batdes.
At the one-hundredth anniversary of Gettysburg, a thousand members of
the North-South Skirmishers Association joined the Sons of Union Veter-
ans in another Pickett’s charge. After the First World War, veterans and
organizers of community pageants depicted the trench warfare of that con-
flict. Several Kansas American Legion posts in October 1920 raised moneyv
Lo assist twenty-six comrades who had been wounded in the war by or-
ganizing an event that featured “sham batdes, the thrills of No Man’s Land
and miniature naval engagements.”

In one symbolic manner, the CAF served to link the Lost Cause with
the triumph of the Second World War. Once again, this melding and re-
working of the past had ample precedents. After the Spanish-American War
and the First World War, national leaders and many veterans, particularly
from the South, linked these two conflicts with the Civil War. As a resulr
of criticism from civil rights groups in the 1970s, the leadership of the
CAF started to minimize the overt link between the organization and
the Confederacy. Members were urged to stop wearing Confederate flags
and to cease displaying them on their airplanes. At air shows, narrators no
longer offered long homages to the virtues of the Old South and the fight-
ing spirit of the Confederacy. Despite these changes, gray remained the
color of the “official™ unitorm that in most other respects was a copy of
that worn by army-air force officers in the Second World War. Pilots of the
CAF still bore the tirle colonel, and many wanted to retain the Confederare
flavor of the organization.>

In the 1970s, critics insisted that the historical recnactments performed
by the CAF trivialized the death and destruction of the Second World War.
Protests from the Japanese government and pressure from the federal gov-
crament forced the CAF to end their depictions of the Hiroshima attack.
Despite this concession, the CAF defended their aerial combat demonstra-
tions and maintained that these mock battles neither minimized the tragic
qualitics of war nor sowed the seeds for future ones. To the CAF, their
reenacements served to remind Americans of the need to support a strong
milirary in order to deter future aggression.®®

Controversy failed to dampen public attendance at public air shows
sponsored by the CAF. No doubt their continued popularity stemmed
from the relatively limited destruction the United States experienced dur-
ing the Second World War. Because the mainland United States never
suffered the terror bombings of European and other civilian centers,
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Americans could cling more easily to a depicuon Ot-acn“?czz‘;ijs;g::;
ous affair that served to test the strength and sk%l.i of I;dl ua) aviarors
and American technology. In a sense, many A:ncm.m% 1 drlx o her
memories of the Second World War as the %,foodFv»aL n::;m - _COld
T o e tonpar moﬁ:zr\c\'i::zéstilrcttjfm caus‘cd by the
; olicy makers to temper or O : 3
g::c::li E’\r’orl;i War, especially by the atomic bombs‘that cndlcdig.mizc .
The American peace movement chall@gcd .cftf)rts o leg pmize he
atomic bomb and the use of air power against Cl\’lll%ﬂ. targc'ts.f;hC ooty s
the late 1940s, peace groups c0mmc.'morat;dotmhzra:crl\;r;;?csoBV e
I FHi i ith religious services an . By
lln‘)g;éttj)tsilfl(ixs::;:? :)‘tl‘tsl:'holis and activists within the peace movement were

. AT v
insisting that the United States could have ended the Second World War

isionist histori Alperovitz
without using nuclear weapons. A revistonist historian, Gar Alp N

i ic bomb on
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struggle of natonal and moral triumph. Although many movies offered an
empathetic portrait of the “good” German and Japanese during the war,
the Nazis were depicted as the ultimarte Incarnation of evil because of their
extermination of millions of Jews and other civilians.

Even with the pressures of the cold war, reconciliaion with Japan and
Germany was not free of controversy and tension. Some veterans of the
Pacific Theater harbored deep resentment toward Japan and wanted strict
limits placed on how far the United States should promote reconciliation
between the two nations. And on the fortieth anniversary of the Second
World War, differences developed over how the United States should re-
member the Holocaust and the German role in this crime.

The horror of the Holocaust gradually became part of the memory
of the Second World War in the Uhited States, The late 1970s and
1980s witnessed a growing interest in the commemoration of the Holo-
caust. In 1978 Congress designated 28 and 29 April 1979 a5 days
dedicated to the remembrance of the victims of the Holocaust. To rec-
ommend appropriate observances and to examine the cntire question
of how the Holocaust should be remembered, President Jimmy Carrer
established a special commission headed by death-camp survivor and
author Elie Wiese] 5

The Wiesel Commission urged the establishment of a maseum and me-
morial in Washingron, D.C_, dedicated to the memory of the Holocaust.
The commission also called for the nation to observe an annual weck of
remembrance for the victims of the Nazi death camps—an observance,
which the commission recommended be timed to coincide with the day
established by Israel for commemorating this tragic event, that would at-
tempt to establish an “internationally recognized Holocaust Commemora-
uon Day™ To ensure that the United States would never again sit idly by

while genocide was repeated, it called for the creation of a national com-
mittee of conscience, which would bring cases of genocide to the attention
of the American government and public.®®

In 1980 Congress voted unanimously to create a permanent United
States Holocaust Commission vested with the responsibility of building a
muscum on the mall in Washington, D.C. Although a commirttee of con-
science was not established, Congress gave the Holocaust Commission the
responsibility for planning annual observances of the Holocaust. During
the 1980s these observances generally followed the patrern established in
1979, fearuring a national memorial ceremony held in the rotunda or an-
other site in Washington. Often the president or a high official in the ad-
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ministration spoke, and the ceremony featured a reciration of the Kaddish
and other pravers, the lighting of a menorah composed of six candles in
memory of the six million dead, and mournful hymns. Tt also promoted
local observances in communities throughout the nation and urged gover-
nors as well as mayors to issue proclamations marking Holocaust Remem-
brance Week &

Widespread efforts to commemorate the Holocaust on the national and
local level were an attempt, in one sense, to recognize Jews and Judaism as
part of a pluralistic American national identity. At the same time, those
who promoted rituals and monuments to mark the Holocaust, partcularly
Jewish groups, wanted them to underscore the ties that existed between
the United States and the state of Isracl. For instance, President Jimmy
Carrer announced the establishment of a Holocaust commission at cere-
monies marking the thirtieth anniversary of Isracls independence. During
this 1978 celebration, which was held in Washington. D.C.. and attended
by Israeli prime minister Menachem Begin, Carter affirmed America’s con-
tinued support for Isracl and stressed that the United States viewed that
nation as having been tounded originally as a refuge for Jews persecuted
by Nazi Germany.®

In a sense the memorializing of the Holocaust helped atfirm America’s

moral virtue. Americans had fought the good fight against Nazi Germany,
and the Second World War could be remembered as one of liberatjon.
During the 1980s many national observances sponsored by the Unired
States Holocaust Commission included a military honor guard, which dis-
played the batte flags of those army divisions thar had liberated the death
camps. In 1983 the commission sponsored a separate memorial service at
Arlington National Cemetery in memory of those who had fiberated the
concentration camps. And in 1989, the State of New Jersey dedicated a
Holocaust memorial, in Liberty State Park across from New York Cing a
statue entitled Liberation, which portrayed an American soldier carrying
out a death camp victim.*?

In promoting observances of the Holocaust. Jewish leaders and organt-
sations wanted to redefine the memory of the Second World War and offer
a more somber interpretation of the conflict. They maintained that the
Holocaust remained a singularly unique event in human history and must
be remembered in order to cnsure that neither the Jews nor any other
people would ever again become the victims of genocide. Although Holo-
caust observances would commemorate liberation, Jewish leaders and or-
ganizations also wanted them to remind the American public how little the
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taining the graves of S soldicrs only served to dishonor the memory of
those who had been victims of the Nazis. Not all Americans condemned
Reagan’s decision to travel to Bitburg. Some former policy makers and
press commentators thought the president should go through with the
visit in order to maintain a good relationship with the West German gov-
ernment. Shortly after Reagan’s trip, h
one public opinion poll, approved of t
reconciliation.®®

alf of all Americans, according to
he trip as an appropriate gesture of

To many Jewish Americans, however. Bitburg aroused fears that the
memory of the Holocaust would be forgotten with the
Betore the controversy many sponsors and
als were anxious to find Wavs to ensure that
the tragedy. During the

passing of time.
creators of Holocaust memori-
future gencrations remembered
1970s and 19805 Holocaust memorials built or
proposed tended to be stark and modern in their desi

gn. Art and architec-
tural critics called them part of' a new wave of ¢

‘anti-monuments” because
of their rejection of classically inspired designs and their bleak efforts to
evoke a sense of tragedy. One memorial in San Francisco contained an ac-
tual barbed-wire fence, behind which stood a lone figure and, farther away,
a sculptural group of dead bodies. The design of the National Holocaust
Museum incorporated architectural clements used in the death camps. s

The movement to commemorate the Holocaust in memorials and cere-
monies represented an attempt to alter the way the Second World War was
vommemorated. It served, in a sense, to focus attention on one of the
most sobering aspects of this conflict. To 1 large degree this represented a
departure from the traditional pattern of remembering war. The passage of
tine has usually led to conscious efforts to emphasize the heroic qualities
inherent in particular conflicts. Only the passage of time will tell whether
the movement to commemorate the Holocaust will convey to succeeding
generatons the terrible nature of the Second World War. Surprisingly, Ger-
man reunification and the collapse of the Soviet Union in the late 1980s
tailed 10 reignite a significant debate within the United States over how
the Second World War should be remembered. Rather, the end of the cold
war and the fiftieth anniversary of Pear! Harbor exacerbated relations with

Japan and rekindled the debate over how the warin

Pear] Harbor, should be remembered.

During the Second World War, the Pearl Harbor artack symbolized
both Japanese treachery and American unpreparedness. In the postwar pe-
riod’s interest in reconciliation, presidents and military Jeaders glossed over
this earlier view of Japar’s motives, even as they reminded the public of the

the Pacitic, particularly
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“lessons” taught by Pearl Harbor. In later years, nat.ional leaders ‘expressc;i
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near the vessel in order to permit relatives and othc-r Visitors tob\1§\\l ]isct
ship’s remains. In a shrine room, a marble wall contains an alphabetica

of all those killed aboard the Arizona.”™
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Like most American memorials, the USS Arizona Memorial tocused on
the tremendous cost of war and offered no overt message of hostiliry to-
ward Japan. On the other hand, the Pacific War Memorial Commission
had rejected proposals calling for incorporating the USS Arizona Memo-
rial into a memorial emphasizing Japanese-American reconciliation. More-
over, efforts by the Park Service to display Japanese artifacts—a midget
submarine, for example —at the memorial's visitors center met with vehe-
ment opposition from some veterans.”

On the fiftieth anniversary of Pearl Harbor, some Americans argued that
the United States must again guard against a threat from Japan. Although
few feared the resurgence of that country’s military power, Japan was la-
beled a potent cconomic rival that has not “plaved by the rules” Auto-
mobile executives and other manuficturers urged the United States
government to pry open closed Japanese markers and to place restrictions
On access to American markets in order to meet the economic threat.”?
Fears of “Japan bashing” worried political and economic elites who bene-
fited from the strong tics thar had developed berween the United States
and Japan. In the 1980s, a number of American states and cities courted
Japanese investments and wanted ro avoid gestures that served to antago-

nize them. For example, in 1988 Rhode Island considered ending the cele-
bration of V-] Day as a state holiday in order to make it casier for the state
to lure Japanese business. In 1992, the Hawaiian tourist industry feared
bellicose commemorations of the anniversary of Pearl Harbor could deal
a crippling blow to the state by discouraging Japanese visitors.™

Will Pearl Harbor be used as a symbol to rekindle emotions of fear,
betrayal, and treachery in the coming vears? It could, if the cconomic posi-
tion of the United States were to decline relative to that of Japan. At the
same time, the memory of Pearl Harbor might with the passing of
the World War II generation fade into the recesses of the nation’s memory.
Although the USS Maine memorial at Arlington continues to endure, the
memory of this vessel and the Spanish-American War no longer arouses
intense emotions among Americans. It would be unfortunate if Americans
completely forgot the loss and destruction caused by the Japanese attack
on Peart Harbor; nonetheless, it would be tragic if the events of the Second
World War inflamed a new generation of Americans and ended the recon-
ciliation that has developed berween Japan and the United States.



