An analysis of the contexts in which modern scholarship ascertains the presence of espionage in Ancient Greece.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Athens, at the eve of the Lamian War in the late 4th century BCE, an inscription was erected, dedicated to Lapyris for his work as a proxenos and for his efforts in searching for allies for Athens during the Nemean Games (BrillOnline 2017). For many, this inscription seems innocent enough; a simple thank you and invitation to this person known as Lapyris, but there is an underlying tone and context, one that many modern scholars who have worked on the now fragmentary inscription, believe points to Lapyris conducting espionage for Athens. This is not a conclusion that could be considered wrong; the Greeks did indeed have a concept of espionage, as even in the ancient world espionage, or the act of intelligence gathering, was a key aspect of war and battles as it gave leaders a “situational awareness” (Warner, 2007). Many of their mythological heroes such as Odysseus have entire tales dedicated to their exploits as spies, however it is not as simple as the label may suggest. A common issue that many scholars and pupils studying the ancient world are bound to come across is that modern concepts of subjects and topics do not always correlate with what could be considered their ancient counterparts, and it is no different with espionage (Sheldon 2003). Scholars, such as Sheldon (2003), agree that for the ancient Greeks, there was no proper distinction between the different acts of espionage, and, indeed, espionage was not even categorised away from other stratagems of war. As such, to find ancient works that directly suggest the involvement of covert operations and the use of secret intelligence requires more than just research into sources. It requires placing sources into context, and much like secret messages finding the hidden meaning behind the information being presented. The study that this paper will conduct aims to explore that very aspect of the study of secret intelligence in the ancient world, and to explore different modern scholarship on the interpretation of espionage in the ancient Greek world. This study will mainly examine modern scholarship and the different ways that espionage is written about and will attempt to analyse how scholars view and understand ancient espionage compared to its modern concept. Modern scholarship on espionage all seem to have an understanding of their sources, but there appears to be no explanation on the key features that scholars look for when labelling an event as the work of espionage. To achieve the paper’s goal of understanding the key contexts that allow scholars to decide if espionage was involed, this paper will primarily be reviewing literacy sources such as Aeneas Tacticus and Herodotus, and as an extension modern scholarship surrounding and focusing on their works. However to achieve the goal set out, expanding the field of study to epigraphical, iconographical and archaeological evidence might also be beneficial to further understand the key contexts that scholars seek.
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