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“Yosemite Valley had, during his [Ansel Adams] decades of photographing it as wilderness, a golf course, a luxury hotel, several camp sites, stores, a school, churches, and even a beauty parlour. Adams cropped it out in the name of Beauty, of formalism, of composition, but all his heirs learned to leave it out too and thus was nature photography created. And what he cropped-out, his fellow Americans learned not to see, leaving the American landscape as a chequerboard of scenic wonders and blank spots.” 
Rebecca Solnit, Landscape and Amnesia, in Creative Camera (Aug/Sept. 1998). p. 35 
Using both historical and contemporary examples, discuss the attempts made by contemporary photographic artists (such as the ‘New Topographics’) to photograph the ‘blank spots’ of the landscape? 
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Available at:
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Fig 17.  Aswan, Egypt: Abu Simbel
Abu Simbel archaeological site, containing two temples built by the Egyptian king…
Dennis Jarvis (CC-BY-2.0) (A Britannica Publishing Partner)
Available at:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/World-Heritage-site/images-videos


Fig 18.
Neighborhood Change in Connecticut 1934 to Present

Available at:
http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/mash_up/1934.html


Fig 19.  Ross Sterling Turner (American, 1847–1915)
A Garden Is a Sea of Flowers (1912)
Available at:
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· 	-Figure 21. Ansel Adams by Greany, circa (1950), first appeared in the 1950 Yosemite Field School yearbook. The camera is probably a Zeiss Ikon Universal Juwel.
            Available at:
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Available at:
https://www.artsy.net/artwork/ansel-adams-on-the-heights-yosemite-national-park-ca


Fig 23. Ansel Adams Monolith, the Face of Half Dome, 
Yosemite National Park  (c. 1927)
Available at:
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Available at:
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Fig 25. Ansel Adams Clearing Winter Storm, Yosemite Valley, California, ca. (1937)
Available at:
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Fig 26.  Ansel Adams Locust trees in snow, Yosemite Valley ca. (1929)
Available at:
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Fig 27. Ansel Adams MOON AND HALF DOME (1960)
Available at:
https://shop.anseladams.com/Moon_and_Half_Dome_p/5010117-u.htm




Fig 28. Ansel Adams Vernal Fall, Yosemite Valley, California, circa 1948
Available at:
https://www.npca.org/articles/1307-a-silent-but-most-effective-voice-ansel-adams-and-advocacy



Fig 29. Stephen Shore A new world of surprises … Winslow, Arizona, 19 September 2013. All images by Stephen Shore/courtesy 303 Gallery, New York.
Fig 30. Ginger Shore, West Palm Beach, Florida, 14 November 1977.
Fig 31. Post Falls, Idaho, 25 August, 1974
Available at: 
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2015/jul/09/stephen-shore-america-colour-photography-1970s


Fig 32. Social housing blocks posted in uncategorised by human endeavour photography June 11, 2010.
Available at:
https://humanendeavourphoto.wordpress.com/2010/06/11/axel-hutte-london-photographs/

Fig 33. The British landscape, Westgate 2001
Available at: 
https://www.bjp-online.com/2017/12/john-davies-the-british-landscape-new-york/

Fig 34.  Colorado  Springs 1969
Available at:
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/284484


Fig 35. The Ever Changing Landscape of Mynydd Y Gwair, Felindre, Swansea.
By Karen Davies 2018, Original Photograph.



“Yosemite Valley had, during his [Ansel Adams] decades of photographing it as wilderness, a golf course, a luxury hotel, several camp sites, stores, a school, churches, and even a beauty parlour. Adams cropped it out in the name of Beauty, of formalism, of composition, but all his heirs learned to leave it out too and thus was nature photography created. And what he cropped-out, his fellow Americans learned not to see, leaving the American landscape as a chequerboard of scenic wonders and blank spots.” 
Rebecca Solnit, Landscape and Amnesia, in Creative Camera (Aug/Sept. 1998). p. 35 
Using both historical and contemporary examples, discuss the attempts made by contemporary photographic artists (such as the ‘New Topographics’) to photograph the ‘blank spots’ of the landscape? 

To understand more about the attempts made by contemporary photographic artists, “New Topographics” photographing the so called “blank Spots” of the landscape. 
I will explore what are landscapes? What are the historical and contemporary examples of landscape?
Explore Ansel Adams work at Yosemite Valley, what made Adams crop out the scenic wonders of the American landscape? Why fellow Americans learnt not to see the blank spots.
What is “New Topographics” and who are the contemporary photographic artists.

Fig 1.         				      Fig 2.

[image: Lacock Abbey, Wiltshire, the home of William Henry Fox Talbot.][image: Image result for constable landscape"]

William Henry Fox Talbot (1840-1844)		    John Constable (1776-1837)
Fig 1. And Fig 2. Are examples of what are perceived as landscape, large areas of countryside or an area of ground, defining landforms with natural and manmade features, visible across the scene of the viewer or documented through the form of Art, Photography and film. The principles of landscapes are to create depth in a wide view, with the different elements of the Photograph/Painting/a scene from a film kept in Composition and focus keeping the aesthetic appeal, capturing that moment in time.
The High Weald states, “research focusses on the visual world, but we do have to keep in mind that a landscape is perceived through all senses.” (13 Feb 2013). Hence why landscape is manmade, complex as such as it means something different to each and every one of us.

  “Life is like a landscape. You live in the midst of it but can describe it only from the vantage point of distance.” – Charles Lindbergh
 

Historical landscape sometimes known as archaeology landscape, studies the physical appearances both past and present of the environment in which humanity has changed. (June 2012). 

Fig 3.                                                 Fig 4.
[image: ][image: Image result for master painters landscape"]
Stonehenge (2018)                   Nicolas Poussin (1650-1651)


Fig 5.                                 Fig 6.
[image: ][image: Image result for pyramid"]
Karen Davies (2013)            Kamila Napora (2019)


Landscape2arts definition of the contemporary landscape is thought of as the current Style of the modern landscape. From understanding the word Contemporary, which means “belonging to the same period of time” “the current” or “the existing”
(landscape2arts) 

Fig 7.                                    Fig 8.
[image: Image result for ansel adams contemporary photography"][image: Image result for Denali and Wonder Lake, Denali National Park, Alaska 2019"]

Ansel Adams (1947-1948).                  NPS Photo / Kent Miller (2019)

Nature Photography
Captures a complex image immediate to their environment, using natural lighting using a zoom lens with wide aperture/ macro lens. 
“Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better.” - Albert Einstein (April 25, 2011)
                                 Fig 9.
[image: [close-up of robust pine cone, smaller end up, nested between narrow eucalyptus leaves]]
                                                  By, Ansel Adams (1932 ca. 1936 1933) 

According to Angie Kordic at wide-walls, Nature photography involves landscape shots but refers to images of animals and plants, used for scientific, travel and cultural purposes, the aesthetics become the main value of the image. (January 1, 2016)

                                Fig 10.

[image: photos color news 2016 nature photography page photo site park available field rights]
                                           Image by, Nitin Prabhudesai.
                                           Courtesy of National Geographic

David Bate’s Photography (The Key Concepts) Pub: Berg, 2009 Chapter 5: In The Landscape.
This chapter explores the diverse use of landscape photography. From the Contemporary practices of art photography and history have several narratives that have been explored. Such as urban, military reconnaissance, war reportage, heritage sites, google maps aerial photography, garden landscapes to name a few, that have the view of the landscape. Abstractly defining the landscape as geometry of space. 
Some examples below.

Urban Landscape
                                     Fig 11.
[image: ]
Workshop of Joos de Momper Antwerp 1564-1635 and Workshop of Jan Brueghel the Elder Brussels 1568 - 1625 Antwerp










Fig 12.                                                 Fig 13.
[image: Image result for Louis-Jacques-Mandé Daguerre (1838)"][image: Oldest Photo of New York]
(1838).                                                (1848).


Military Reconnaissance and War Reportage

             Fig 14.                                                     Fig 15.
[image: Image result for military renaissance][image: Image result for world war 1"]
         Louis II de Bourbon.               World War 1 (1914)
         (French 1621-1686)                                                                                                                           



Fig 16.

[image: Image result for military renaissance"]

Military and Intelligence 19:45 09.02.2016 (updated 18:49 28.05.2016)





Heritage Sites

Fig 17.
[image: Image result for heritage landscapes"]
Aswan, Egypt: Abu Simbel


Google Maps Aerial Photography


Fig 18.
[image: Image result for google maps aerial photography"]
Neighborhood Change in Connecticut 1934 to Present

Garden Landscapes

Fig 19.                                              Fig 20.
[image: A Garden Is a Sea of Flowers][image: ]
 Ross Turner (1912)         By, Karen Davies (2019)

Bate’s states in (page 89), Chapter 5 In The Landscape. “Across such inventions for picturing space, the main question about the landscape still remains the same: What view are we given of that space? What is it that we do with those images? And what is their purpose? Photography remains absolutely central to such discussion of technologies of vision, not least because “photographic vision” still occupies a key reference point for the contemporary and historical depiction of the environment. Indeed, photography is pivotal in the history of picturing anything.”
Although dilemmas and debates emerged between painters and photographers on the notions of philosophy of art and aesthetic values that sustained the practice of landscape picturing. Early photographers who were interested in art pursued the pictorial values that derived from painting genres, as for the landscape painters it was always more than just showing the scene. 

                                                    Fig 21.
[image: Image result for ansel adams bio]
Ansel Adams (1950)

Ansel Adams (Feb. 20, 1902 — Apr. 22, 1984) as a young child Ansel enjoyed the outdoors, walking and exploring the natural environment. At twelve he began to play piano and was serious in pursuing a career within music, but later give the piano up. He was also interested in photography at the age of fourteen with a gifted Kodak Brownie Box camera he visited Yosemite National Park in 1916 on a family holiday, where he made his first amateur photos. Yosemite in particular, served as a place of healing for Adams who survived the deadly Spanish influenza in 1919 (nps.gov). The same year he joined the Sierra Club, protecting the wilderness of the Sierra Nevada. Where he spent the next few summers working as a caretaker Yosemite Valley.

                                          Fig 22.
                                          [image: On the Heights, Yosemite National Park, CA]

                                On the Heights, Yosemite National Park CA (1927).
Adams spent decades experimenting and photographing the Valley. Although he spent a large part of his career in commercial photography his love for conservation and his best-known images are of the landscape. 
After his Marriage to Virginia Best he became a fulltime professional photographer.
While working in Taos, New Mexico in 1930, Ansel met Paul Strand (1890-1976) a famous photographer. His work would have a lasting effect on Adams's approach to photography, encouraging Adams to change his approach from a soft expression of subjects to a much clearer, harder treatment, so-called "straight photography." Reinforced by an important group of photographers known as f/64 which guaranteed a distinct image through the lens opening, included Edward Weston (1886–1958) and Imogen Cunningham (1883–1976). This group helped the development of photography as a fine art.
The encyclopaedia of world biography of Ansel Adams states “Adams's work is an extensive record of what is still left of the wilderness, the shrinking untouched part of the natural environment. Yet to see his work only as photographic images is to miss the main point that he tried to make without a guiding vision, photography is not necessarily an important activity. The finished product, as Adams saw it, must be thought up before it can be executed. With nineteenth-century artists and philosophers (seekers of wisdom) he shared the belief that this vision must be inspired by life on earth. Photographs, he believed, were not taken from the environment but were made into something greater than themselves.”

“A true photograph need not be explained, nor can it be contained in words.” –Ansel Adams
(NPF Blog)

Fig 23.                                     Fig 24.
[image: Monolith, the Face of Half Dome, Yosemite National Park (c. 1927)][image: ]
(c. 1927).                                         (c.1948).


Fig 25.                                               Fig 26.
[image: Clearing Winter Storm, Yosemite Valley, California][image: ]
(1937).                                               (1929).

Adams was criticized during his lifetime for photographing rocks while the world was falling apart. He responded by suggesting that "the understanding of the … world of nature will aid in holding the world of man together."
(encyclopaedia of world biography of Ansel Adams).

Fig 27.                                   Fig 28.
[image: Image result for Ansel adams"] [image: Image result for Ansel adams"]

(1960).                                (1948).
I have to agree with what Adams stated earlier about the vision must be inspired by life on earth, he certainly captured the vision when documenting Yosemite Valley, the way he captured depth, light and the clarity of his images makes you feel that you are almost standing alongside him as well as almost feeling the natural elements of the  environment. Such as Fig 28. Vernal Fall, “I lose myself within this image the Air is fresh from the gushing roaring waterfall, the taste of crystal-clear water spray hits my senses, the smell of life surrounds my soul.”
As Rod Giblet and Juha Tolonen of the intellect press 2012 states “The notion of landscape… ‘implies a division between the self and the land.’ The land becomes a surface against which the self poses itself, and a screen (psychological, cinematic and televisual) against which it projects its fears and desires, and from which it gains pleasure. Landscape separates subject and object.”

New Topographics who and what is it? Tate Gallery explains “the art term of New Topographics, a term coined by William Jenkins in 1975 to describe a group of American photographers (such as Robert Adams and Lewis Baltz) whose pictures had a similar banal aesthetic, in that they were formal, mostly black and white prints of the urban landscape.”
Many photographers were inspired by the man-made, selecting matter that was matter of fact, depicted with beautiful stark austerity. To name a few are: Stephen Shore, Axel Hutte, John Davies and Robert Adams. I myself have been inspired to explore the man-made matter.

Stephen Shore for example: An article in the Guardian explores shores work. It states “In the 70s, everyone hated Shore’s quirky photographs of everyday life because they weren’t in black and white. Now, a new retrospective shows how he became a modern master – and how the masses finally caught up with him 

· Fig 29.                                             Fig 30.                                Fig 31.
· [image: ] [image: ] [image: ]
· (2013).                                            (1977).                                 (1974).
Sean O'Hagan writer of the Guardian states, “the casualness, coupled with an unerring instinct for composition, that soon became his signature, and one writ large in epic 70s series such as American Surfaces and Uncommon Places, both of which are now landmarks of modern American photography and receive due attention here.” Sean also states, “Shore’s vision of the ordinary world is now so pervasive an influence on photography that it almost goes uncommented on.” “To see something spectacular and recognise it as a photographic possibility is not making a very big leap,” Stephen Shore once said. “But to see something ordinary, something you’d see every day, and recognise it as a photographic possibility – that’s what I’m interested in.”
(9 July 2015).

Axel Hutte a German Photographer Born in 1951 in Essen, Germany. Best known for his mysterious images of landscapes, carefully constructed geometric compositions, influenced by his time studying under Bernd and Hilla Becher at the Kunstakademie Dusseldorf school during the late 1970’s. (artnet).
                                                                  Fig 32.

[image: ]
(2010)

 Hutte takes a typological approach to a building form that was largely ignored by local photographers before he turned his camera upon it–the social housing blocks built at various times during the twentieth century to house London’s, working class citizens. Hütte concentrates on two particular periods of mass social housing: the blocks built around the beginning of the twentieth century. And the now discredited tower blocks of the 1960s and 1970s, built by the now abolished Greater London Council.” (wordpress.com/2010/06/11/).


John Davies British landscape Photographer born in 1949 in the County of Durham, he was brought up in farming and the mining industries. Davies is known for completing long-term projects, documenting Britain and industrial space. In 2008, he was nominated for the Deutsche Börse Photography Prize. (Wikipedia)

Fig 33.

[image: ]
(2001).
Davies image of Westgate 2001(fig 33.) was published on the 12th December 2017 in the British Journal of Photography The British Landscape on show in New York. 
John Davies states in this article, “The British Landscape…is a long-term ongoing project about the enormous changes that have taken place in the UK – the world’s first industrial society  and the first to de-industrialise, Much of Britain’s infrastructure and the rapid expansion of industrial cities were created through the unprecedented growth of the Industrial Revolution. By the early 1980s, when I started this project, many of these large-scale industries and industrial communities were in terminal decline.”


Robert Adams An American photographer Born 8 May 1937 in City of Orange, New Jersey, United States. He focused on the changing landscape of the American West. His work first came to prominence in the mid-1970s through his book The New West and his participation in the exhibition New Topographic: Photographs of a Man-Altered Landscape in 1975. (Wikipedia).
                                                                 






                                                                     Fig 34.

[image: ]

(1969)


The Photograph above In Colorado Springs, of the blinding mountain sunlight glares off a pair of cheap mobile homes, each pristine and boxy awaiting future inhabitant. Like the wagons that housed journeying pioneers a century earlier, these homes represent the unique temporary architecture-often starkly at odds with the natural beauty of their surroundings-that characterizes the settlement of the West. (The Met)


Fig 35.
[image: ]
The Ever-Changing Landscape, By Karen Davies (Original 2018)

The Nature of Photographs by Stephen Shore explores looking at all types of photographs. Shore states in his forward text (P. xiv) “some it may seem that the gradual mixing of all art media and techniques since the 1960s would preclude the need for arguing concern for artistic photographic vision.” Rather Shore’s intent is aimed at those artists, students and advocates of photography who remain deeply impassioned by the creative apprehension of the photograph itself. 
To conclude, whatever genre of landscape photographers capture vary in complexity and structure. It is the idea, composition, colours, subject matter and the lighting that is conveyed in a message to the viewers. And, more than any other element of composition, the concept of simplicity helps to achieve the goal. 
It is my intention to present - through the medium of photography - intuitive observations of the natural world which may have meaning to the spectators.
 Ansel Adams
(Quotes)
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