1)    Assess the main themes presented in 1 and 2 Maccabees. In your answer, please also refer to the differences between 1 and 2 Maccabees.
[bookmark: _Hlk166135018]Historically the Maccabean accounts of Jewish antiquities travail the second temple period portraying the rise of a Jewish state from the first temple till 1948. The Judean peninsula occupied middle Sub-Mediterranean borders and encroaching Hellenistic empires. Israel appropriated a strategic location for geopolitical dominance. Prophetically Greek Hellenism was recorded in (Daniel 8: 21-22) revealing the beast with four heads alluding to Alexander the Great and his four subservient Generals. The Seleucid empire politically and militarily dominated Egypt and Israel spreading Hellenism. The outlawing of Jewish religious traditions under Antiochus IV Epiphanes in 166 BCE sparked tyrannic rebellion amongst the high priests later establishing the Hasmonean dynasty. This is also prophesied in the Old Testament in (Daniel 8: 22-28) portraying Antiochus, uprise preluding the Maccabean era. This collective historical emphasis is prophetically summated in (Luke 21: 24) right up to the destruction of the temple in 70AD by the Romans ``until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled’’. 1 and 2 Maccabees encapsulate the Maccabean revolt led by Judas Maccabeus and his sons recapturing Jerusalem and restoring temple worship. However Hellenistic influence upon Israel greatly altered the culture, religion, and language even prospectively converting the first Hebrew literature into Greek. The Festivals of Hanukkah commemorate the temple dedication of the Hasmonean dynasty celebrated by modern Jews today. This essay will assess the main themes and differences in 1 and 2 Maccabees while also discussing scholarly relevance. 
Hellenism infiltrated not only the culture of Jewish traditions, it also created disparities among various Jewish sects. Succumbing to Greek influence was antagonistically tolerated in the homeland compared to the diaspora Jews in Egypt, Macedonia and Babylon. Seemingly 1 Maccabees was traditionally authored in Hebrew around Jerusalem in (4CE) during the second temple period. 2 Maccabees was allegorised as a working hypothesis composed of idiomatic Hellenistic Greek in Alexandria. In terms of appealing to the audience, the writing of 1 Maccabees deferred in style, being more publicised and restrained. 2 Maccabees resembled Hellenistic Greek synonyms, less published infusing Greek literature, popular in the period of interest arousing feelings and expressions. Expounding on 1 Maccabees the writing style depicts Old Testament expressions for e.g. (1 Macc 1:9) `` and so did their descendants after them for many years; and they caused many evils on the earth’’ is synonymous with biblical writings in (Genesis 6:5) ``wickedness of man was great in the earth’’. However, for 2 Maccabees, the understanding of the afterlife may not be understandable to a cosmopolitan Greek Jewish population. e.g. In (2 Macc 6:26) ``Even if for the present I would avoid the punishment of mortals, yet whether I live or die I will not escape the hands of the Almighty’’. To Hebrew audience’s, the concept of the afterlife is naturally embedded according to the Torah, but for a Greek, it would conflict with the Greek understanding of culture and mythology. Paul emphasises a similar issue when trying to explain the perception of salvation to the Greeks in (1 Cor 1: 22-23) …``the Greeks seek after wisdom…and unto the Greeks foolishness’’. Inevitably the earliest works produced by diaspora Jewry was the translation of the Torah into Greek known as the Septuagint (3BCE) …by the second century BCE, the Jews of Egypt produced scholarly essays, philosophical tracts, and poetry based on Greek translations (Cohen 1987). This is further proven in the archaeological discovery of the Qumran scrolls evidencing Hebrew scripts written in Palestine between the Maccabean period to the temple destruction in 70 CE. We could infer that 1 Maccabees had more Hebrewic content and originality compared to 2 Maccabees infused with Greek connotations.
 
Culturally Hellenism overwhelmed the Jewish populations tremendously and various Jewish renegades created division, even agreeing with King Antiochus decrees (1 Macc 1:10-15). Gymnasiums were built in Jerusalem where the renegade Jews participated in gentile customs, removing circumcision, and abandoning the holy covenant. In terms of modern interpretation, assimilation is a prime example of secular culture influencing or converting religious traditions. According to Jewish tradition, the practice of circumcision was an everlasting covenant between God and Abraham (Genesis 17: 9-11). Disobeying the covenant would be a sign of contempt for the Jewish faith. Similarly in the reign of Jason as High priest, new customs introduced young men to wear a Greek Hat…Jason forsook his role in neglecting sacrifices for unlawful proceedings in the wrestling arena, putting high value upon Greek forms of prestige (2 Macc 4: 9-17). Despite being an institution separate from the temple, it was evident that a gradual integration would eventually spur a revolt over the Jewish way of life. This is depicted by (Collins and Manning 2016) during the Seleucid period in Judea, the problems motivating the rebels to act were culturally symbolic and largely concerned with the temple and cultic practices integrated with ethnic identity. The difference is in 1 Maccabees, Jewish associates participated in the Antiochus Hellenistic programme whereas in 2 Maccabees Jason as a high Priest personified Greek cultic practices.
Judea was susceptible to Antiochus's strategic movements in extending its reign towards Egypt. Being a bridge of landmass between Syria and Egypt allowed Antiochus troops to maximise plundering Egypt and Israel on his way back. Antiochus saw that his kingdom was established, determined to become king of the land of Egypt, and that he might reign over both kingdoms (1 Macc 1: 16-19). The conquest is prophesied in (Daniel 11: 25-26) ``and he shall stir up his power and his heart against the king of the south with a great army…and the king of the south shall wage war with an exceedingly great and mighty army, but he shall not stand, for plots shall be devised against him.  Antiochus returned through Israel salvaged the sanctuary and took the treasures of the temple…The treasures were specifically identified in written text because of their Hebrew relevance (1 Macc 1: 20-23). However, according to 2 Maccabees reference to temple treasures was plainly described in written text as holy vessels showing the difference in importance to a Jewish audience compared to a non-Jews sovereign. On the contrary, during the Hasmonean's reign, the referral of temple tressures being presented to the Selucid Kings had different implications according to 1 and 2 Maccabees. The narrator of 2 Maccabees mentions them as being stolen but yet was recognised with legitimacy by the Seleucid Kings. Arguably for 1 Maccabees a concession is taking place between the Jewish high priest and the Seleucid King creating a bond according to the ethos of the period (Mendels 2011). Old Testament scriptures record similar conquest by the Babylonians also carrying away the temple tressures during the Babylonian captivity (2 Kings 24:13). It was not uncommon for the Jerusalem temple to be plundered multiple times because God had specifically alluded these events to Israel's violations against Gods covenant. Coincidently Antiochus's disregard for the sacred treasures of the temple and quest for power subsequently lead to the ``Abomination of Desolation’’ in the Old Testament (Scales 2019). Ultimately because of this atrocious character Antiochus is mocked after his death by Polybius as a mad one similarly described in 2 Maccabees as the arrogant one.

The Maccabean revolt against Antiochus could be considered a righteous rebellion according to some sources. A defence of their integrity to fight and protect their land and covenantal law. These are depicted in (1 Macc 2: 23-28) when Mattathias slays a fellow Jew during a pagan sacrifice on the altar in Modein and says `` Let everyone who is zealous for the law and supports the covenant come with me!’’. This is evident that Hellenism brought division among the Jews themselves in worshiping the God of their ancestors. However, despite them being few they relied on their faith in God to defend themselves in war. A primary example is the six-day war between Israel and the Arabs in whom the Lord intervened leading to their victory (Karsh 2022). Judas Maccabeus states in (1 Macc 3: 17-22) ``It is not on the size of the army that victory in battle depends, but strengths come from Heaven...they come against us in lawlessness to destroy…he will crush them before us, as for you do not be afraid of them. In a similar fate according to (2 Macc 7: 41-42) relentless persecution forced a woman encouraging her seven sons to undergo torture and death instead of eating unholy meat. The story ends with a short note to the effect that after the death of her sons, she too died (Salakpi 2023). Though the rebellion is anticipated in reverence to the fear of the same God, the practices of Jewish traditions were carried out differently.
The belief in the afterlife prominently indebted the Jews to withstand persecution upholding the laws of the covenant even unto death. Various promises in the Old Testament scripturally stated in the book of Enoch confirm a resurrection. In (2 Maccabees 7:9), the martyrdom of the seven brothers profess their relentless conviction to the God of their forefathers as it states`` And when he was at his last breath, he said, ``You accursed wretch, you dismiss us from this present life, but the King of the universe will raise us to an everlasting renewal of Life, because we have died for his laws. Their deep belief in being Jews separated them from the Hellenistic nations of their assured eternal life. This is evidenced in (2 Maccabees 7:14)  When he was near death, he said, ``One cannot but choose to die at the hands of mortals and to cherish the hope God gives of being raised again by him…But for you, there will be no resurrection of life’’. The same resistant approach is anticipated in 1 Maccabees by Mattathias and his son’s refusal of Antiochus-issued decrees. ``No Matter’’ said he to the royal emissaries…I and my sons will go on walking in the covenant of our fathers’’ (Gaster 1952). It was this constant defiance that led a growing band of guerrillas to win a series of victories over the Seleucid forces…later taking control of the temple to its former state initiating the origins of the festival of Hanukah (Schwartz 2014). These same analogies are recorded in the book of Daniel when Sharach, Meshack, and Abednego refuse to bow down to the god statue of Nebukaneshar in Babylon and are thrown into a melting pot of fire without being burnt (Daniel 3: 16-28). These biblical stories of God's intervention amongst the Jews are an encouraging testimony to their fight until death. 
 





To conclude this essay the book of 1 and 2 Maccabees sums up a recollection of rhetorical dramatization of Israel's desperation for survival. Hellenism like the Persian's and the Babylonian's captivity inflicted cultural and political affiliation amongst Jews.  Diaspora Jews led to the conversion of the Hebrew language to Greek. I agree with the differences between 1 and 2 Maccabees in their style and appeal to Jewish and Greek audiences.  Hellenism affected culture, religion, and politics inevitably translating Hebrew scriptures. Gymnasiums altered Jewish sensitivities to circumcision and pagan practices. Furthermore, creating division between Antiochus's fellow Jews and the priestly sect in Hellenising institutions. Agreeably Hellenism integrated ethnic identity according to Collins and Mannings. 1 and 2 Maccabees description of treasures appealed differently to a Jewish and Greek audience in terms of literature. Antiochus conquest of Egypt and Israel was prophetically documented in the Old Testament. The Maccabean revolt is considered a righteous rebellion to preserve their land and covenantal law. Numbers are irrelevant when God is on your side during wars with a modern example of the six-day war with the Arabs. I agree with Salakpi that resistance to eating unholy meat and anticipating death manifests defiance differently. The promise of the afterlife is inevitable in both 1 and 2 Maccabees. Old Testament evidence of the faith of Jewish heroes forfeiting decrees even while summoned to death. These are inherited Jewish characteristics that dared martyrdom of the 7 brothers and Mattahisa's refusal of Antiochus's decrees. Hanukkah was the culmination of brave acts in establishing a Jewish sovereign state.
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