Creative Practice: Call for Works
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Online Presentation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uv13OMjs_Mc
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Location scouting at Noah’s Yard
Figure 1.1.
Location scouting at The Uplands Tavern 
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Figure 1.3.
Location scouting at Brewdog Swansea. This would be the location of choice.
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Brief Description of WorkflowFigure 3.
Myself engineering the audio
Figure 2.
Filming of artist


Having been inspired by projects from Mahogany Sessions, Sofar Sounds and NPR’s Tiny Desk Concert on YouTube, I wanted to create my own like these with the aim to highlight the songwriters of artists. This would mean recording a live acoustic performance and having worked with him previously and knowing how well of a performer he is, I asked Karl Morgan from the band “Who’s Molly?”. To get the best possible video, I knew I would have to film and record the audio separately and enlisted a friend of mine to operate the camera while I engineered the sound, figure 3.
	The first step was to discover a location to film in, this initially took me to the Uplands Tavern, Figure 1.1. A nice location with plenty of visual elements being a strong candidate but the issues arose when trying to get access, as I needed an area that would be quiet, this would not be possible as I would not be given permission to film while it was closed. Next was Noah’s Yard, Figure 1.2. This had areas we could film inside without being disturbed with plenty of viewing angles but was unusable as it had a large bay window, meaning the changeable natural light would affect the visual component of the video. This led me to Brewdog Swansea, Figure 1.3. and would be the location that I used. Visiting Brewdog, I was granted access to film upstairs where I could control the environment without being disturbed. Regarding filming, there was little natural light through the windows that would not cause an issue, and plenty of space to film with the ability to move objects, this giving me the flexibility to create interesting shots. The negative being this venue wasn’t as visually busy and may have looked plain compared to others.
 	The film shot with a Black Magic pocket 4k cinema camera, and the image shot in 4k resolution and raw footage, this giving me full control of the final visual effect. Unfortunately, only one was recorded as I wanted a live performance and only had one camera, although this would be a minor inconvenience, as I filmed several shots of items in the venue to interject into the final film.
	The audio was recorded with a Tascam DR-680 8 track field recorder, the guitar being a DI and the vocals recorded with a Neumann KMS105, with its super cardioid polar pattern offering excellent noise separation. This was processed within Cubase as I removed any unwanted frequencies with an EQ, little compression to balance the dynamics of the performance, and an additive EQ to boost the high-end frequencies to brighten the track. A multiband compressor was added to the guitar as the low end would boom and needed to be controlled. Also, a harsh sibilance could be heard on the vocals, so I included a de-esser to reduce this. Reverb was added as an effect send to create space as the recording had little. The final mix was then processed for mastering within T-RackS 5 to increase the signal level. This was done by adding a brickwall limiter to increase the perceived level and an EQ to preserve the original mix.
	On reflection, I believe the process was successful in delivering a high-quality video and I would like to do a similar style at the same venue or possibly others. My next project, I would require multiple cameras to have greater flexibility when editing the video as I felt the one shot was limiting. Also, to include an interview section of the songwriter discussing the song so that we as a viewer can gain an insight into their writing process. 
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