Abstract:

Divine punishment should more accurately be called divine intervention as the “punishment” the Gods give to the victims could in some cases be regarded as twisted help (e.g. turning Medusa into the monster and sending her to live with the Gorgons could be said to be giving her power to protect herself from the unwanted advances of men, like how Poseidon raped her, but she was also left with the side-effect of becoming a monster). Divine intervention can also be both good and bad, whereas divine punishment is too closely correlated as a reprimand for bad actions. The divine punishment, or intervention, within the myths is used in Greek society as extreme examples of what happens if you do wrong in your life. 

Draft Structure:

Medusa
· First divine punishment of Medusa - was it a punishment or a backhanded gift?
· Punishment? - One version said she claimed to be more beautiful than Athena
· Punishment for being raped by Poseidon in Athena’s temple?
· Source of power for Medusa? - Prevent her from being raped again - only men would turn to stone from her gaze? - gives the assumption that no women would turn to stone from her gaze
· Athena sent her to live with the immortal Gorgons so no innocents would be hurt - therefore the men who turned to stone were not innocent men and aimed to hurt Medusa?
· Moral: Don’t brag about your beauty - don’t be too narcissistic and put yourself above others
· Law - Women weren’t Athenian citizens and if they were raped it was seen as shameful for them and their family - rapist may not even have any charges it would largely be blamed on the woman
· Moral - live life without harming others
· Second divine punishment of Medusa - was it a punishment or a release from a painful existence? 
· Perseus was given the quest to kill Medusa
· Was this because Medusa had turned men to stone in her cave with the Gorgons? - punishment
· Was this because Athena had realised just what she had done to Medusa or to punish her yet again - may have wanted to get rid of the pain she had caused to her without admitting to her mistake by turning her back to human - unlikely, but the gods aren’t completely inhuman despite being immortal - they still have human-like forms until they turn into a different form
· Moral - live life without harming others - turning men to stone (basically killing them) was a deed punished by Perseus beheading Medusa

Arachne
· Divine punishment - turning her into a spider for claiming to be better at weaving than Athena
· Was this completely a punishment? Spiders are always weaving webs for their food - shows the skill needed for them to live
· Had a weaving contest between Athena and Arachne - one version says she was turned because she lost, another because she won
· Brings in culture that women should always be weaving
· However, it also says that everyone should know their place and shouldn’t try to overstep the mark - hubris?

Prometheus
· A Titan but escaped going to Tartarus by not taking part in the war between the Titans and the Gods
· Therefore given a task by Zeus to create man - which he did and ended up stealing fire from Hephaestus’ forge to give to the humans - Zeus wasn’t happy
· Chained to a rock and forced to suffer an eagle eating his liver for all eternity
· However, Hercules passed Prometheus during his labours and killed the eagle and set Prometheus free - Zeus was annoyed but eventually relented so long as Prometheus wore a ring made from his chains 
· Another punishment for stealing the fire was the creation of the first woman, Pandora, and her story of the jar
· Was this completely a punishment? Yes evils were introduced to the world (along with the idea that women are the source of all evil) but at the same time bad times highlight just how good the better times are. If it were constantly a “good” time, would it truly be a good time or just an ordinary time? - helped mortals to enjoy life more at times
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