
Lecture 7: Apocalyptic Literature Worksheet

Definition of terms

1) Apocalypse = complete and total ending of human function and the known world, event pertaining to catastrophic destruction.
2) Eschatology = Last Study, a study of the ending of things 
3) Divine messenger = typically an angel but a messenger sent by God that is divine in nature
4) Book of Daniel = Book of the bible, old testament specifically, that contains the prophecy of Daniel. It can be split into two sections; the first half is a third person heroic fiction of sorts. It tells of Daniel’s time spent in various gentile royal courts, particularly times of being survival against all odds. The second switches to first person and tells from Daniels perception of three visons as experienced by him. These visions relate to the end of days. 

Task One: 
Please read, Anathea Portier-Young, “Jewish Apocalypse Literature as Resistance Literature” in The Oxford Handbook of Apocalypticism (ed. John J. Collins; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014) Note that the link to the Handbook is on Moodle under Week 2. 

If you have any reflections on the article, please share them here:
I found the discussion of new testament resistance in Revelation particularly interesting. I had not conceived that whilst resistance literature fights against constructs of imperialism, totality, and domination it regardless includes features thereof. For example, the notion of God as King, the glory of the righteous and the exclusion of all others from such authoritative status and benefits. Whilst dealing with an imagined future of betterment for the Jewish people it includes non the less similar aspects of that which they are resisting. It is almost as though whilst looking towards this future freedom they cannot fully escape ideological notions of hegemony. One could even argue freedom is conceptualised as the transition of being dominated to becoming the dominant power. If not wholly so then at least to the necessity for some higher, domineering power to provide this ultimate freedom. The control of one gets exchanged for another through power shifts. As stated within the chapter it shows how resistance is equally replication.

Task Two: 
Please watch Prof. Christine Hayes, “Visions of the End: Daniel and Apocalyptic Literature”, YaleCourses published 3 Dec. 2012 (note that the part of the lecture I want you to focus on starts 23 minutes in) and answer the following questions:
Website Link: https://censamm.org/resources/online-resources/biblical-early-christianity-and-early-judaism/overviews-of-apocalypticism-in-early-judaism-and-early-christianity

a) What are the main features of Apocalyptic literature?
1. Revelation
2. Eschatological
3. Pseudo author 
4. Heavenly messenger 
5. Coded vision, message, dream
6. Chronological
7. Catastrophic
8. Righteous vs wicked
9. Judgment and justice
10. Hope and despair 

b) In addition to the lecture and any other research you come across, what is the main significance of the fourth beast in the Book of Daniel’s vision in Chapters 7-12? For those who have not read these parts of the Hebrew Bible before, here is a link to the NRSV online version: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7-12&version=NRSV
The beasts envisioned by Daniel have a corresponding real-world empire being represented. The presence and animal attached to each carry’s symbolic significance. A lion, bear, winged leopard and finally the fourth an ogre. It is this fourth and final beast that can be seen to represent the current, contemporary threat to the Jewish peoples. The horns atop the ogre represent the fighting neighbours of Ptolemaic Egypt and Seleucid Syria. The persecution of the Jewish people is represented via this ogre. Though shrouded in careful coding, for reasons of subtly and protection, the symbolic visions hidden meaning is easily uncovered. It is this beast who is seen to be defeated by a representation of divinity in human form. Despite the coded nature of the vision it is clear that the notion of overcoming a beastly oppression through divinity shines through. 

c) Are there any apocalyptic images/sculptures of Daniel’s visions that you can find, which you find particularly striking?
The vison in which the empires are once again seen to be represented though as metal statues. The use of mixed metals to represent lesser kingdoms than that of Macedonia is interesting symbolically. Also, the way in which these great pillars of hard, strong, rich metal are demolished in their entirety via a simple bolder like rock. The contrast between a presumably richer, more valuable and fancier material being overwhelmed and overhauled by a standard, basic, boring rock is striking.  


For a later example of apocalyptic imagery in the New Testament, the Book of Revelation (around 90 CE), you can listen to listen to BBC Radio 4 In Our Time Religion: The Apocalypse, which provides great discussion and interaction between the guests (easy listen too!) Link is on Moodle  


