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Teacher who showed pupils Muhammad cartoon "under police protection" amid backlash
Protests against the teacher were held outside Batley Grammar School near Bradford on Thursday but have been condemned by the Government as "completely unacceptable"
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A teacher who showed a cartoon of the Prophet Muhammad to students is reportedly under police protection. amid a backlash from parents.
There were protests outside Batley Grammar School, near Bradford, on Thursday after a member of staff showed the image during a religious studies lesson this week
The school has “unequivocally” apologised for showing “totally inappropriate” material to children and said a member of staff has been suspended pending an investigation.
Quoting an unnamed senior police source the Daily Telegraph said the teacher in question was now receiving police protection, and was at a 'safe location'.
The source told the paper there had been meetings at West Yorkshire Police of how to handle the fallout and keep the teacher safe.
The insider said: "Officers have been especially assigned to him. This is obviously very sensitive.."
A Department for Education spokesperson criticised both the display of the caricature and the nature of the protest.
"It is never acceptable to threaten or intimidate teachers," the spokesman said. "We encourage dialogue between parents and schools when issues emerge.
“However, the nature of protest we have seen, including issuing threats and in violation of coronavirus restrictions are completely unacceptable and must be brought to an end.
“Schools are free to include a full range of issues, ideas and materials in their curriculum, including where they are challenging or controversial, subject to their obligations to ensure political balance.
"They must balance this with the need to promote respect and tolerance between people of different faiths and beliefs, including in deciding which materials to use in the classroom.”
A West Yorkshire Police spokesman said the school road was closed for a short time, no arrests were made and no fines were issued.
In a statement, Batley Grammar School headteacher Gary Kibble said: "The school unequivocally apologises for using a totally inappropriate resource in a recent religious studies lesson.
"The member of staff has also given their most sincere apologies.
"We have immediately withdrawn teaching on this part of the course and we are reviewing how we go forward with the support of all the communities represented in our school.
"It is important for children to learn about faiths and beliefs, but this must be done in a sensitive way.
"The member of staff has been suspended pending an independent formal investigation."


















My Article

“ Sir was standing up for Muslims – we miss him”
The Inside story of the Yorkshire R.E Teacher, hounded out of his job at Batley Grammar School. Exclusive interviews from a pupil, parent and the teacher himself.
By Bernadette Horton Features Reporter
14 April 2021

The historic market town of Batley lies south-east of one of the most culturally diverse towns in Yorkshire, Bradford. Once a thriving mill town during the Industrial Revolution, it boasts the impressive Batley Grammar School founded in 1612. Notable residents include the pop star Robert Palmer and the late Labour MP, Jo Cox, whose relatively recent murder in broad daylight in the town, heightened religious tensions. The school website boasts that pupils can ‘believe, grow and succeed’ and that they ‘understand, respect and celebrate difference’. Yet only recently, the school was at the centre of a storm, concerning its Religious Education teacher who showed a cartoon of the prophet Muhammed to a class of Year 9’s. Many Muslims believe that an image or drawing mocking the prophet, is blasphemous. Amid massive parental protest at the school gates, the Headteacher, Gary Kibble suspended the R.E teacher, and apologised to parents, before withdrawing the teaching  material altogether on the course. The incident has now sparked a larger political hot potato, as the Education Secretary battles to restore peace, whilst responding to parental concerns. Many angry parents  and some pupils, agreed with the Head’s course of action, but others kept their silence, for fear of reprisals. I tracked down one such pupil and parent and asked them for their reaction. Identities have been protected and false names used.
Abadi, 14, was forceful in her condemnation of the Headteacher’s actions. “Sir was actually standing up for Muslims. Nobody gets that. He carefully explained before he showed the cartoon, why he was showing it to the class, and those who preferred not to see it were permitted to leave. The whole thing was to make us debate the rights and wrongs of depicting Mohammed in a cartoon, and how the Muslims and kids of other faiths in the class could educate society on the wider issues.” I asked Abadi, did she find the cartoon offensive, and should the teacher have simply not shown such controversial material? “ No. He was right to show us. Younger people like us kids in my class, are the ones who should be standing up and educating others in the future, about what is and isn’t offensive. Same goes for Christians. There have been awful pictures and memes circulating of Christ on the cross. It’s up to us to stand up for our faiths and ask people to show respect. Sir, always taught us respect for different faiths, and now he probably won’t teach us again. We all miss him.”
Abadi’s father, Ihsan, 38, agreed with his daughter. “I found the mass hysterical protests by some parents and outside influences who came to fan the flames outside the school gate, way over the top. Some people didn’t even live in Batley or had a chid at the school! The parents should have raised concerns with the Head. Abadi has explained to me and her mother, in detail how the R.E lesson was conducted, and we are happy that the teacher was very careful in his planning of the material, and the context in which it was used. No one in the press is actually mentioning the context of the debate, which is important, seeing as a teacher in France was beheaded for showing the same cartoon. People are too quick to react without knowing the facts. I feel terribly sorry for the teacher. It’s obvious he won’t be allowed to teach at the school again, which is a loss to my daughter and her friends.”
Views like Abadi’s and her fathers have not been mentioned in press reports or in television news coverage to date. England in particular has recently engaged in an upsurge of nationalism, which has fuelled divisive reactions amongst its citizens, whenever a ‘Muslim’ issue is reported in the press.
 An online petition to reinstate the teacher has gained over 60,000 signatures, many I have been told by a source that are coming from the local Batley Muslim community. And what of the teacher concerned? I spoke to John, the R.E teacher in his late twenties (not his real name) about the incident and about his life subsequently. Would he, with hindsight have  shown the cartoon to the class?
“Sometimes I think I definitely shouldn’t have shown the cartoon and sometimes that I was absolutely correct in doing so. My life has changed beyond recognition since March. I had to flee my house with my partner and young son, and we are now living under police protection in a safe house. There have been numerous threats to my life and my family’s.” John’s voice, in familiar Yorkshire tones, is sad and very subdued, a haunted look in his eyes, sleepless nights etched into his drawn face, fear stalking his body language; hunched shoulders, resignedly sitting bolt upright into the armchair, hands clasped firmly together.  This is made more prominent by the sheer size of this rugby-playing teacher, once the life and soul of the school staff room. I asked whether he had been naïve in showing the cartoon of the prophet, given the precedence of the beheading of a teacher in France for exactly the same act.
“Mebbe” he murmured, “But how are we going to get these young kids to bring the debate out of the classroom and into society in a reasoned way, so they are able to understand conventions of different faiths? Their parents and grandparents whether Muslims, Christians or Atheists did not have multi-faith R.E taught at school. It’s down to teacher’s like mysel’n to try and educate the young.” As he speaks, he lapses into his familiar local accent, and I sense a teacher rooted in his own community, intent on changing the divisions that have particularly surfaced since 9/11, regarding Muslims and their perception by the rest of the world. Does he feel let down by the Head Teacher?
“Mr Kibble was backed into a corner. It was a political decision taken from above and passed onto him to suspend me immediately pending an internal investigation. The school is an academy chain. Their directors are the real bosses.” John raises a cynical grin. “It’s likely I will never teach again. What Head is going to employ me after this?”
I leave John at the safe house, black out curtains covering the windows, and drive back to Batley and stop outside the school. The potential outcome of this entire incident is that John loses his livelihood as a valued R.E teacher, alongside his home, and has to live in lifetime anonymity, looking over his shoulder, under an assumed name in a town or city far away from Batley. The school have lost a teacher who actually cares about promoting cultural diversity and educating the next generation about how to be faith sensitive. Society has lost one of its key members who was not afraid to debate controversial issues and who has been effectively gagged. 
And sadly, most of all, the biggest losers are the children.
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