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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

It is a fact that most of the reports made to the police are related to anti-social behaviour (ASB). Statistics from the Office of National Statistics, (2021) reported that police received over 1.8 million reports for ASB was recorded in England and Wales. This is not a new phenomenon, as ASB has always been deeply rooted within communities for many years according to Case (2018). ASB can be described as a range of problematic behaviours that exhibit specific characteristics and patterns, which causes alarm, harassment and distress to those who are targeted. It is important to note that ASB is not a single pattern, but a range of current and previous offending behaviours (Yung, 2014).
 
ASB, is regarded as actions that disrupt or harm the well-being of a community, often violating social norms, rules, or legal standards (Adams, and Millie, 2020). It is not limited to any specific action but is rather an umbrella term that covers various formats in which people can be anti-social. ASB can cause individuals harm, distress, or alarm within the communities (Millie, et al 2005). Behaviour which constitutes as being ASB include vandalism, public intoxication, noise nuisance that disrupts neighbours in the community, and graffiti, among others (Goldson, 2008).
 
 
Addressing ASB requires a collaborative effort between law enforcement, local authorities, and community engagement. Strategies including community policing, neighbourhood watch programs, and public awareness campaigns help develop effective solutions. Prevention measures such as youth engagement programs, education initiatives, and support services aim to address underlying factors that contribute to ASB and foster a more positive community enforcement (Yung,2005). Striking a balance between punitive measures and rehabilitative approaches helps create a comprehensive response to tackle ASB. This approach promotes a sense of safety and cohesion within communities. 
 
A definition of ASB is vague and include both uncivil and criminal behaviours, however, the legal definition which has been defined by England and Wales law as being:
  
Anti-Social Behaviour: Section 2 of the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 gives the meaning of 'anti-social behaviour'. 
2(1) In this Part anti-social behaviour means - 
a.      conduct that has caused, or is likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress to any person,  
b.      conduct capable of causing nuisance or annoyance to a person in relation to that person's occupation of residential premises, or  
c.      conduct capable of causing housing-related nuisance or annoyance to any person. (legislation.gov.uk, 2014).
 
The act offers power and injunctions to support the police and local authorities in addressing ASB and disorder. ASB can be broadly categorised into two types - housing-related and non-housing ASB. This essay will focus on ASB in housing related incidents, which is characterised by behaviour that causes serious problems within a whole neighbourhood, including harassment, violence, and criminality (College policing, (2023). 
 
 
Policing communities is a challenging task, especially when responding to ASB reports as a new police officer. The incident which I will be discussing took place on a street where all residents were involved in criminal or offensive behaviour against other residents living on the same street. The street involved quickly became a hotbed of ASB. Police received calls to attend the area at least three times daily. Many of the incidents involved the same individuals, and each had their own version of events. 
 
On many occasions when I have attended the street, there were are normally around twenty residents consuming alcohol and playing loud music in the street, their children were feral and contributed to causing issues with one of the residents, as a police officer I found this to intimidating, because as soon as I would exit the police car I would be surrounded by people who were sometimes intoxicated and angry, the decision was made by the force that police officers were no longer allowed to attend single crewed, this is for officer safety in numbers and to try de-escalate the situation to prevent further tension within the community. Officers were told before exiting their vehicles body worn video had to activated.   

One resident was the target, the female had her car windows smashed because of other residents claiming that she drives her vehicle after consuming alcohol with her children inside the car, the female also had her ring doorbell ripped off the front of her door to prevent evidence from being captured. The female also stated that her phone wires had also been severed, preventing her making calls to report the ongoing ASB. As a result, the female was put on the waiting list to be moved to another area by the local authority had where she could keep herself and children safe. There was an incident where I had to issue a community resolution, with conditions attached stating that the female would like a letter of apology and not to engage with the other female, this was the result of an incident where the residents reported to the police that the female was filming them in the I the street. 
 
After months of ongoing ASB the victim had finally been removed to another area. 
 
As described in the incident, the community affected by ASB was not inhabited by young people but by adults who were responsible for the deterioration of their neighbourhood. The Broken Windows theory was first introduced by Wilson and Kelling in 1982, who suggested that if visible indications of disorder, such as broken windows, graffiti, or litter, are not promptly addressed, it conveys a message that no one cares about the community. This perceived lack of social control can lead to an escalation in criminal behaviour. Consequently, the theory has influenced policing strategies over the years (Welsh, et al, 2005). According to Gladwell (2006), crime is viewed as an infectious disease that can spread rapidly in communities, ranging from minor to major crimes.

The Broken Windows theory is a criminological theory concept that proposes that visible signs of disorder and disregard in an environment can result in an increase in crime, Wilson, and Kelling (1982) identified sequences within neighbourhoods where high crime rates eroded the community. They argued that social incivilities and physical incivilities all contributed to criminality in neighbourhoods, furthermore, Gladwell (2000), also argued that crime is contagious and spreads like wildfire from minor criminal offences to large scale serious criminality. The residents involved in the incidents only demonstrated animosity towards each other and failed to recognize the negative impact of their actions on the broader community.
 
Furthermore, the public’s perception of ASB involves youths hanging around the streets causing issues within the community however, according to Squires and Stephen (2005), the introduction of ASB by the New Labour Government in 1994 was much broader in terms of the focus. The initial focus of ASB by the New Labour Government was to respond to obnoxious and noisy neighbours which was seen as a nuisance that corroded communities, the ASB policy also focused on community safety but soon turned to community enforcement (McCarthy, 2011).
 
There are several ways to tackle ASB in the community, and one of the increasingly integrated methods of dealing with offenders who have been committing such activities is through restorative justice practices. This approach is focused on repairing the harm caused by the offender and promoting accountability. Through dialogue between offenders and those affected by their actions, understanding, empathy, and potential for rehabilitation can be achieved.
 
The criminal justice system has multiple ways of dealing with ASB. One of these ways is through a Criminal Behaviour Order (CBO), which replaced the Anti-Social Behaviour Order (ASBO) that was introduced by The New Labour Party during their reign in 1998. The CBO can be imposed on individuals aged ten and above. Wigzell (2013) stated that an offender can be considered for a CBO if their behaviour has caused or is likely to cause harassment, alarm, or distress. The primary aim of the order is to prevent individuals from continuing with ASB. A CBO can only be issued by a criminal court, and the court must be confident beyond any reasonable doubt that the offender has already engaged in behaviour that caused or could cause harassment, alarm, or distress (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). The order can include restrictions on where an individual can go and whom they are prohibited from engaging with. CBOs are part of efforts to manage and reduce the risk posed by individuals involved in criminal behaviour.

CBOs are typically tailored to address specific circumstances and risks associated with individuals’ criminal behaviour. The conditions set in a CBO are meant to protect the public and prevent the subject from continuing their unlawful activities. Violating the terms of a CBO can result in criminal charges and further legal consequences. These orders are part of a broader strategy to manage and rehabilitate individuals in criminal behaviour focusing on both punishment and rehabilitations to address underlying issues. 
 
 
In addition to restricting specific behaviours, CBO may also include positive requirements such as attending programs, seeking employment, or addressing substance abuse issues. The aim is not only to support the subject in making positive changes in their life. CBOs are often used in cases where traditional sentencing alone may not be sufficient to address the complexities of the subject's behaviour and mitigate the risk they pose to the community. It is part comprehensive approach to dealing with offenders and promoting public safety. CBOs are part of a broader legal framework aimed at addressing several types of criminal behaviour. They can be issued in conjunction with other measures like community sentences, fines or imprisonment depending on the severity of the offence. The effectiveness of CBOs can depend on factors such as the subject’s willingness to comply, the support available for rehabilitation and the ongoing supervision by law enforcement. These orders reflect a shift in criminal justice towards preventive measures and rehabilitation to reduce reoffending rates and contribute to the overall safety of communities. 
 
Community triggers allow victims of ASB or another person acting on their behalf to formally request that ASB incidents be reviewed by the police and local authority, they will then determine whether a certain threshold has been reached usually three complaints over six months. The persistence and harm caused by ASB will also be taken into consideration (Heap, 2021). Agencies must inform the victim if the threshold has been met and if it has a case review will take place with a problem-solving approach. This is where an action plan is required.
 
Another form of tackling persistent ASB is a Community Protection Notice (CPN) which is designed to deal with ongoing problems or nuisances which negatively affect the community’s quality of life by targeting the person responsible and they can be issues to businesses or organisations who are responsible for stopping the problem (Heap, et al 2021). CPN can be issued to any person over the age of sixteen. Unlike the CBO, there is a comparative difference when issuing a CPN, there is no need to attend court for this to be issued however, those who can issue them are police officers, and PCSOs if designated by their chief constable and authorised person within the local authority. 
 
Authorization to Use Dispersal Power Under Section 35 of the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014. Section 34 of the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 provides the authorization to use a dispersal power under section 35. This dispersal order empowers police officers in uniform to direct individuals committing or likely to commit acts of ASB in a specific area where ASB has been persistent and causing alarm, distress, and harm to the community. The dispersal order enables police officers to remove people above the age of ten years from a certain area. However, the order must be authorized by an inspector or above.
 
[bookmark: _Int_BvApp6CG]To summarise, developing communication lines between local authorities, the police, the local communities, and the individuals involved is critical for prompt response and detection of ASB. Ultimately, if the agencies involved do not collaborate, ASB will persist in the wider community, which can cause tension and a breakdown of relations. One of the most common criticisms of the term ASB is that it is frequently defined in terms of individual behaviour, focusing on the offender rather than the larger issues that underpin crime and disorder patterns in society (Squires, 2006). Furthermore, this criticism can be linked with Wilson and Kelling (1982) Broken Windows theory identified that it was individuals’ behaviour, in a particular area that escalated how some individuals perceive ASB, Furthermore, there is not just one action which can be labelled as ASB behaviour the considered to the word ASB is too broad. 
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Task 2


Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:
TASK 2 

 According to the National Center for Domestic Abuse (2022), around 1 in 4 women wil experience domestic abuse during their lifetime and 1 in 6-7 men will also experience domestic abuse. As the statists show it is not only females who experience domestic abuse. During the year ending March 2022 it is estimated that police recorded 1,500,369 domestic abuse related incidents in England and Wales (Nation Center for Domestic Abuse 2022).  For children who are living in households where domestic abuse is frequent. A report revealed for In Plain Sight suggested that children are at risk of direct harm if they are exposed to domestic abuse within the household. Exposure to domestic abuse can cause serious physical and psychological harm where many children are exposed to Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) which can have a detrimental effect on the development of the child and could potentially cause further problems during adulthood (Barran, 2014). 
The incident which I will be discussing refers to a report made to the police from a female who wanted advice after ending her relationship with her partner of ten years.


[bookmark: _Int_TT6I9sBX]As a response officer, every call is different, and the circumstances of the events of the incident can be complex and challenging. In this essay, I will be discussing an incident which I deem to be complex as it relates to domestic abuse, rape, and child neglect. 

When I responded to this incident it was my first week as being an independent police officer. This was not a response call but a dairy car appointment, which means that some calls which are made to the police are not deemed as an emergency or a priority call and can be dealt with in slow time. Prior to attending the log, I was able to read the circumstances which the female had reported to the police. To my understanding the female wanted advice from police about her ex-partner as she has recently ended the relationship with him, in the log there was little detail about what type of safety advice the female wanted. 

Domestic abuse is defined as a single incident or a series of occurrences involving controlling, coercive, or threatening conduct, violence, or abuse between people who have been intimate partners or family members for at least 16 years, regardless of gender or sexual orientation. This includes, but is not limited to, emotional, financial, sexual, and psychological abuse (College of Policing, 2023). It is important to note that domestic abuse can affect anyone regardless of gender, age, socioeconomic status, or background
 
I attended the home address of the female, she explained to me about her ten-year relationship and how they both have two daughters together, and during the relationship, she stated that she experienced emotional and physical and sexual abuse from her ex-partner. This was the first time the female reported the abuse to the police, her main concern at the time of calling the police was to ask for safety advice.  I asked the female why she stayed in the relationship for so long, she stated that she thought it was normal behaviour and did not know any different and she thought that every normal person's relationship is the same as her experience of relationships. Muncie and Wilson (2004) have described that feminist research has pointed out a rational reason as to why women stayed in a violent relationship, also Mooney (2002) identified that the following reasons why women do not leave a violent relationship and stay is because of economic dependency hope that their partner would change, nowhere else to go and the effects of the break up on the family structure. The female reasons where similar those suggested by Mooney (2002). A home should be a safe place, however, Muncie and Wilson (2004) indicated that much criminal behaviour occurs and in most incident the behaviour is carried out by the male perpetrators towards females and children. 
The female informed me that her ex-partner had repeatedly sexually assaulted her during their relationship, the assaults included vaginal and oral rape. The female told me that when she declined to have sex with him, he would "wiggle" his way in if the female did not consent to having sexual intercourse with him. The meaning of consent according to Crown Prosecution Service (2022), states that consent must be made by choice and that the person has the capacity to make that choice and that they should not be under duress. Furthermore, MET POLICE (2023) has also stated that consent is an agreement in which both parties have made the choice, and both have the freedom and the ability to do so. 

The female described that when this happened her body would go stiff and tight, she stated that the subject ignored her pleas and carried on having non-consensual sexual intercourse, according to Farvid and Saing (2021) on-consensual sex involves sexual exchanges where free consent is compromised, including forced sex, coercion, and voluntary compliance, despite a lack of sexual desire. Furthermore, the female stated that when she tried to pull away the male occasionally used force to pin her down against her will to prevent her from pushing his body off hers. The female claimed that she would get bruises on her body where the subject clutched onto her forcing her to remain in one ridged position, she also stated that sometimes the subject would get her robe belt and tie her hands so that she was physically held in the same position. 

I allowed the female to continue with her free call, about her experiences. When the free call was finished, I asked the female if she would give consent to a DASH, which is an acronym for Domestic abuse stalking and harassment form. The DASH aims to identify domestic abuse victims at risk of serious harm. If consent is given the DASH will be shared with other agencies such as social services women’s aid, and New Paths. Most incidents where there is a substantial risk of further violence in the relationship are then referred to MARAC which is a Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference and other multi-agency panels, these work together to provide a coordinated action plan for the victims.  The DASH is used by first responding officers who ask the victim a series of twenty-nine questions a threshold of fourteen and above is deemed as substantial risk according to Turner, et al (2019).  I then said to the female that because of disclosing rape, I will need to write down in an OXYN booklet which is a first response and Sexual Offence Liaison Officer (SOLO) booklet. I collated as much information as I could to hand the case over to the Rape Investigation Team (RIT), for them to progress the alleged disclosures. 

After the disclosure of rape, the female then informed me of the subject's behaviour. The female stated that if subject did not get what he intended to get, he would become verbally aggressive towards her however she claims he did not physically abuse her, but his behaviour was more degrading, but he would manipulate her by tormenting her mentally and emotionally causing the female to believe that she was nothing and nobody would ever want her. The female stated that the subject with try to intimidate her by throwing their children's toys at the walls missing her head, she stated that the subject would lack respect towards her making her feel worthless about herself.  As stated by Abraham and Radford, (2006) domestic abuse takes effect on women's emotional and physical health which is impaired this then leads to exhaustion and loss of self-confidence, they both also argued that these types of effects of the female can cause difficulties of caring for their children and in some incidents, this could lead to neglect of the children. 
Thus, also living inside the address where two young children who were not in the house when I arrived to speak with the female. Instead, the female knew that the police were going to attend as she had an appointment and asked her friends to take them out whilst she could speak with officers.

The victim describes the subjects parenting techniques as hard and old fashioned. The subject would become aggressive more so towards the youngest child which the subject fully admitted that he did not want the pregnancy to go ahead. The female claimed that if the children made any loud noise, he would force his hand over their mouths to prevent them from talking. If this did not work, he would then place his fingers down their throats as another means of control, on other occasions if the children wet the bed or wet their clothes, he would not allow them to change into clean clothes and leave them in the soiled clothes all day. The victim also stated that when the subject wanted the children out of the way he would lock them in their bedroom from the outside and provide them with a bell to ring if and only when they needed a toilet. The children were also forced to stand in the hallway for hours at a time they were not allowed to move until the subject gave them permission to move after they had finished with their punishment. 

Although the victim was the only wage earner in the household, the subject would manage the finances. Since the victim did not have access to her bank account and the subject had control over the money, she did not have any money for herself or her children. Instead, the victim claimed that the only money she had was for the weekly grocery shop. The loss of financial control over the family unit can be a sign of domestic abuse, and children who live in such households frequently face additional hardship and isolation because of not having enough money. This could happen because of limitations the woman is subjected to regarding family expenses and activities (Owen and Huges, 2009). According to the victim, the subject has a cannabis addiction, and the subject prioritised his needs over his family's and his children's needs to keep feeding his drug habit. Due to a lack of funds to support his addiction, the couple built up a debate in the victim's name. This behaviour shows that the individual has complete control of the situation, from money to rape. Section 76 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 defines coercive and controlling behaviour as an offence committed by a person who frequently or continuously engages in controlling or coercive behaviour towards another (Farvid and Saing, 2021). 
However, the subjects' tactics did not end with the only victim there were other people living in the household, two little girls. According to Callahan (2015), children who live in houses where there is domestic violence are likely to direct victims of violence themselves. Elderson (1999) also states that children young people living with domestic abuse can also experience direct abuse themselves many children get caught in the crossfire. 
As a response officer, my role is to respond to incidents, this incident had to be handed over to the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) and Public Protection Unit (PPN) as it needed the correct people to work on what had been disclosed to me. I have never had to deal with an incident which was complex and traumatizing for all the victims involved.



To conclude this essay as I stated above, I proposed the question to the female “Why would you stay in a relationship that is violent and abusive for so long”? The female stated that she thought that her relationship was normal and did not think that there was anything wrong until she started talking to her family and friends. This has also been covered previously by Krienet and Walsh (2018) 
I reflected after attending this call, I was overwhelmed by emotions firstly being a female myself, and how the victim thought that the subject's behaviour was normal and that she thought that every other couple's relationship would be like hers and that she accepted his behaviour to be the norm. Secondly as a mother myself, how the female tried to protect her children from suffering harm from the subject but also trying to protect herself. It is a sad realisation that people do not realise what is going on behind closed doors. 
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Task 2 Option 2: 



Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 














Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 













Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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