4003 Overcoming barriers to specific learning difficulties
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Today I am going to be writing about the effects on children dealing with Dyslexia, I shall be identifying the key characteristic of specific learning difficulties (SPld) with Dyslexia and I shall conducting research in how (SPld) can effects children’s numeracy and literacy in an educational setting. If a child struggles through learning in a school environment this effect their self-esteem and their emotional experiences, I shall also exploring what assessments and interventions are put in place and what support do schools have in dealing with children with Dyslexia (SPld).  I shall be and evaluating inclusive approaches in support to greater learning opportunities for children with dyslexia, this is hugely important as putting the correct scaffolding in place for a child’s learning gives them the tools for a future that can give great confidence and self-esteem.
Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs shows that esteem is 4th on the scale and without this will not reach self-actualisation of one’s self, the business professor website shows that Esteem concerns the desire to feel significant and appreciated by others. (professor, 2020) So this one of the main core’s in supporting children because without self-esteem mental health can be effected.   Pause the children society quotes that: -
 “It's really important to have healthy self-esteem because it affects everything about our thoughts, feelings and behaviour. Self-esteem has a big impact on our mental health and our future” (alone, 2020) 
Common characteristics for children with dyslexia can cover a wide range of difficulties and talents such as oral challenges, reading, writing  and numeracy, North shore paediatric therapy shares that children can be often gifted and creative, poor sequencing of numbers for example 12 to 21 and can read words back to front, children do not like to read aloud  and can sometimes get confused with their left and right, they also share that children can be slow to memorise math information struggle to learn the alphabet and they can be restless and easily distracted (therapy, 2019) So knowing some of the characteristics of children with Dyslexia I shall be looking into what assessments are used in order to support children in a childcare setting 
In all educational settings a SENCO (special educational needs co-ordinator ) would conduct a general screening test if a child does not seem to be grasping the learning interventions already put in place and has been assessed on a 12 week basis and if data from assessments have been collected in an Independent learning profile and evidence shows that that particular learning intervention has not worked then screening by a SENCO will take place. The screening is not a diagnosis, but it gives the (SENCO) the correct tools in order to support the child and give the correct information in order to give further support for the parent/carer.  Dyslexia screener and portfolio guidance is one of the screening websites that can give schools support in helping teachers identify pupils with dyslexic tendencies and recommend intervention strategies, they can provide a profile and give practical advice and support for pupils and parent/carer.  The Dyslexia Screener identifies dyslexic tendencies in pupils aged 5–16+ years they can recommends intervention to help children and staff. (screener, 2017) using this type of screening allows for a good platform to build trust between teacher/ parent carer as you have put them on the right support path and continue to do so for the best interest of the child and family. 
2.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Correct interventions and resources are significant in supporting a child with dyslexia, we have many resources to support our children.  Twinkle the school resource online website not only offers learning packs but also offers support and guidance.  They give sections which include guidance resources to support staff, parent/carer and pupil in identifying and supporting their individual learning needs, the category includes dyslexia (SPld) strategies, desktop cards, fact sheets and work mats, they also include special fonts and offer ways to personalise work for each individual child (Twinkle, n.d.) 
Schools also have screening paper to help children read, specials rulers and children get extra time if in exam environments, we have an intervention that supports children’s reading whilst using screening cards called rapid reading, these are based a 1:1 sessions for children who have difficulty in reading and suffer from dyslexia, the books are based on fiction and nonfiction, and they also have online books where the child can be read to, when a child moves up a stage it is assessed and put into their independent learning profile in order to show the progress of the child’s learning and also give support to the SENCO and teachers when doing ILP assessments. NHS Direct states that: - 
“Dyslexia is a common learning difficulty that can cause problems with reading, writing and spelling. It's a specific learning difficulty, which means it causes problems with certain abilities used for learning, such as reading and writing. Unlike a learning disability, intelligence isn't affected.  It's estimated up to 1 in every 10 people in the UK has some degree of dyslexia”. (direct, 2021)
Interventions and supporting children with dyslexia are so important but so are children’s rights the equality act of 2010 introduced new measures in supporting children with dyspraxia or other children with Dyslexia (SPld). Gov.uk confirms that the act makes it illegal for schools to discriminate, harass, or victimise, any pupil in relation to admissions in a way that can provide education for pupils that access any benefits, facility or service. (education, 2010)
The equality act of 2010 has enabled schools to have a more inclusive approach to supporting learners and giving more opportunities for children with (SPld), we have on the other hand  had issues with school funding, to get access to good resources costs money and I can see on a daily basis in my setting that a lot of time teachers and teaching assistants are spending their own money to give all children a richer learning experience whether there be children with disabilities or not, an article from Nasuwt the teachers union are saying that teachers are paying to provide basic provisions for their school children, it’s also comments that teachers say they are having to use their own money to buy lesson resources. (NASWT, 2019)

3.  
I feel that with more money from the government put into schools can yet again strengthen inclusivity give schools a richer budget to provide a wider inclusive learning  provision for all children, this can provide more training for staff in order to strengthen knowledge and understanding when working with children with SPld.   The government has introduced the equality act of 2010, we have a wide range of learning interventions and support but in order for this to strengthen, schools need more money and more staff and training in order to support all children and give an inclusivity to all. 
The school setting, I work in is part of a Church in Wales school and we are very fortunate to get a lot of support and funding in order to support our children’s learning experiences in a religious setting. Church in Wales especially supports children with learning difficulties and funds and helps areas in need. There are 152 primary and secondary schools and the six Anglican dioceses support high standards of teaching and learning in our schools. (Wales, 2020) 
In conclusion children that face difficulty with learning can reach a wide range of problems such as school funding, self-esteem difficulties, diagnosing procedures, staff training, barriers to learning and being treated differently, however staff are dedicated and with the equality act being put in place supports and improves inclusivity for children, with all of the right training and support from seniors leaders and communities can help brake down barriers and strengthen relationships to create a more structured learning environment for our children/parent carers and staff in a friendly and safe environment where we continue to build trust every day. 
I have learned a lot in writing this assignment, I did not know about the equality act of 2010 and the changes they made in order to support the wider community keeping it fair for all and the amazing support from Church in Wales schools, looking into funding and the ever-decreasing funds for schools has shocked me.  I always thought children’s education should be one of the greatest importance’s as these little people will one day be looking after us.
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