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Evidence Portfolio - Reflection
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Task 1

Throughout the authors time on professional teaching experience (PTE), she had the opportunity to teach Welsh second language lessons. For this particular portfolio, the author decided to centre her session around the ‘Babs a Benja’ series of books. The ‘Babs a Benja’ book series is recommended by the Central South Consortium (2019). Also as the authors PTE school followed the Central South Consortium (2019), she was aware that these books would be suitable to be presented to children within the primary school.   

Whilst on PTE, the author had the opportunity to teach Year 3 children. As these children have not long transitioned from the foundation phase, she thought that reading a story such as ‘Babs a Benja (Appendix I), would interest the children and help them gain knowledge and understanding of appropriate vocabulary that could be used within their focused task. Gordon (2007) stresses the importance of young children being exposed to reading material in order to teach them a second language. This clearly highlights the importance of teaching methodologies such as reading stories to children. 

The particular lesson being presented as part of this portfolio was centred around a number of ‘carousel activities’. Hunton (2015) states that carousel activities provide fun learning opportunities for second language learning. As a result, whilst planning and preparing for this lesson, the author decided to incorporate not just two activities but a series of activities for the children.  Each of the carousel activities, provided the children with the opportunity to read, write and speak in Welsh. Due to the fact that the children were following the story, the main objective of the lesson was for the children to write and read in third person and to speak using first person dialogue. The Key Stage 2 curriculum for Welsh second language, that has been set out by the Welsh Government (2015) states the importance of children being provided with the opportunity to develop their Welsh skills through oracy, reading and writing. Therefore, as demonstrated in ‘Task 2’ this session provides the children with different learning opportunities.
Task 2

Video Link: https://youtu.be/TkT3F8EvpyY 

Task 3

During the authors time at the university, she feels as though she has made progress with her Welsh language development. This has been evident throughout each of the different programmes of study. During her first year the author was rather apprehensive about teaching a Welsh second language lesson and as a result relied heavily on input from the class teacher. Although the author was able to demonstrate written Welsh skills through resources, she would often speak English to the children during the session. However, currently, the author feels much more confident and will often evidence each of the three skills throughout a Welsh second language session (Appendix A). Therefore, the author feels as though she has made increasingly good progress with regards to her Welsh second language development. This is demonstrated within Appendix D. 

Throughout task two, the author personally felt that she demonstrated good Welsh skills. She believes this to be case as she incorporated the three main Welsh skills within her lesson. These skills included oracy, reading and writing. Evidence of these skills can be viewed within the lesson plan and the video clip (Appendix A).  

In order to explore the authors progression within each of the three skills, she has carefully analysed each of the skills individually. The first skill which the author will reflect upon is reading. 

Reading 

As seen from ‘Task 2’, reading was the main skill demonstrated during the introduction. The author personally felt that she read the story well. She was able to pronounce the words clearly and the children understood what the story was about. Estyn (2018) acknowledge that reading stories helps to deliver effective practice in the primary school when teaching a Welsh second language lesson. This is because stories can help to develop the children’s Welsh language skills. Therefore, it is vitally important that as the ‘class teacher’ the author is able to demonstrate good Welsh reading skills. She personally feels this was demonstrated within Task 2.

However, although the author felt that she read the story well, she could have included more tone and variation within her voice. This would have improved her reading skills as well as the children’s engagement with the story. This is supported by David (2014) who states that incorporating these elements will help a child gain greater understanding of a story. On reflection, the author believes that adding tone and variation into her reading would have improved the introductory session. 

Furthermore, in order to incorporate more ‘excitement and wonder’ within the classroom. The author could have asked the children to become characters within the story. Although this was later done within one of the carousel activities, she personally believes that this would have improved the introduction. Although her Welsh reading skills were evident, she could have demonstrated her reading skills further by helping the children read lines from the characters within the story. Although this was the case, one of the carousel activities ‘role play’ did help the children extend their Welsh reading skills further. Appendix B demonstrates how much the children enjoyed this activity. The British Council (2019) state that role play is a fun, motivating activity for children to participate in and it helps develop their language vocabulary. Therefore, this clearly highlights that role play helps to extend the children’s reading and oracy skills. 

In addition to this, the children, also improved their Welsh reading skills during their focused task. This was because the children had to read the comprehension on ‘Babs a Benja’ in order to answer the questions. Therefore, not only were their Welsh reading skills being developed but also their writing skills. The author personally felt that she could have improved the comprehension task by reading the comprehension to the children first and then letting them ‘have a go’ and explore it for themselves. By doing this, the author would have demonstrated how to read the comprehension to the children and as a result they would have been able to model this way of working. Mayesky (2009) supports this as he stresses the importance of teachers being good models of reading.  



Oracy 

Donaldson (2015) states that oracy is an essential skill that children need to develop when learning a second language. Not only is it an important skill for children but it is an essential skill that teachers must demonstrate. Therefore, the author feels that not only is it important to demonstrate Welsh oracy within Welsh second language sessions such as within Task 2 but it is also important to incorporate Welsh oracy skills outside of these sessions. Estyn (2017) state that those teachers who demonstrate Welsh oracy skills outside of the classroom often see progression within the children’s Welsh language development. Therefore, throughout the authors PTE and during ‘Task 2’ she has made a conscious effort to incorporate the use of incidental Welsh. This is demonstrated within Appendix C. Best practice acknowledged by Estyn (2014) demonstrated that incorporating incidental Welsh within the classroom promotes the importance of the Welsh language to the children. 

Whilst reflecting on the first year of PTE it is evident that from the final PTE that the author has clearly developed the amount of Welsh that she has used within the classroom. This is demonstrated within Appendix D. At the beginning of this course, she was not confident in speaking Welsh in front of the children, however the author is no longer phased by this and will often speak Welsh during each teaching session and Task 2 clearly demonstrates her ability to speak Welsh to the children in a clear and confident manner. 

Throughout task two, the author felt that she made a good effort to communicate with the children in Welsh. She demonstrated this by asking relevant questions, praising the children and by checking their understanding of the story. Although this started well during the first part of the introduction, it became evident when reflecting on ‘Task 2’ that the author began using less Welsh and more English. The author felt as though this impacted her Welsh oracy skills as well as the children’s. She felt this was the case as the children’s answers to the questions were often given in English. However, at the beginning of the session she did ask the children to repeat their answer in Welsh if they answered in English first. Therefore, the author did try to extend the children’s Welsh skills further by doing this. As Mannion and Mercer (2018) state teachers must be good role models of the language if they expect pupils’ to make use of the language. Therefore, if the author was to teach this session again, she would ensure that she continues to question the children in Welsh rather than changing this to English as the lesson progressed. This is because the focus of the lesson was Welsh second language and not Language, Literacy and Communication. 

Furthermore, in order to extend the children’s Welsh language skills further, she could have incorporated a level of challenge into her questioning especially for the ‘MAT’ (more able and talented) children. This would have made the lesson more challenging for them and it would have suited their needs. Consequently, if the author was teach a session similar to this in the future, not only would she provide the children with differentiated activities but also differentiated questions within the introduction or plenary sessions for the MAT children. 

Writing 

Task 2 clearly demonstrates the authors ability to speak and read Welsh to the children. However, the author could have incorporated an element of writing within her introductory session. She could have done this by writing down some of the children’s answers to the questions on the whiteboard. By doing this the author would have modelled good writing to the children in Welsh. 

Although the author did not evidence elements of writing within the video clip, she did produce all of the documents that the children needed to complete the ‘carousel activities’. The author completed these independently and without help, support or guidance from the class teacher. As demonstrated within Appendix E, the author feels as though she has the capability to demonstrate good, accurate Welsh writing skills. 

Moreover, the focused activity was differentiated two different ways. The higher and middle ability children followed the document within Appendix F and the lower ability children followed the document within Appendix G. The children responded positively towards the differentiated focused tasks and they were able to complete the task independently which demonstrated that the resources were appropriate for the age and level of the children. 




Conclusion of Task 3

To conclude, the author personally feels that the Welsh lesson went well and it was effective in helping her professional practice as well as helping to develop the children’s oracy, reading and writing skills in Welsh second language. The author thought the lesson was of a ‘good’ standard and the children were clearly engaged throughout the introduction, focused tasks and the plenary. 

If the author was to teach this lesson again, she would still include the same activities. However, she would improve on her delivery and enthusiasm. The author believes this is important as the children that she was working with in Year 3 are still very young, therefore by incorporating more enthusiasm, the children are likely to become more engaged with their activities, introduction and plenary. 

In summary, the author felt that her oracy, reading and writing skills were of a good standard throughout the lesson. The children clearly understood what the author was saying or what she had asked them to do. This clearly demonstrates that the lesson was age and level appropriate for the children that she was working with. 
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Appendix A – Lesson Plan 
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	Session Plan – Key Stage 2

	Name of trainee: Hannah Carpenter 
	                          
	Session ref:

	

	Personal target(s) in relation to QTS: 
	



	Year group:
	3
	No. of learners:
	30 
	ALN: 0
	

	Additional Adults: 
	1 – Permanent Class Teacher 

	Learning objective(s): 

Read and answer questions in Welsh using the third person.  

Communicate clearly and confidently in Welsh using first person dialogue. 
	Success criteria:

 The children understand the story “Y Bwlch Hud”. 

 The children are able to answer questions about the story “Y Bwlch Hud”. 

 The children are able to act out parts of the story in first person using their Welsh oral and reading skills. 

 The children can answer true / false statements about the story. 

 The children can read and write sentences about the story. 

 

	Links to previous learning: The children have looked at different Babs and Benja books. However, this is the first time they have looked at the story ‘Y Bwlch Hud’. 

	Curriculum coverage (range, skills)

Welsh 

Oracy – (Skills) 
· Begin to use language that is appropriate for formal and informal situations. 

Oracy – (Range)
· Respond orally to continuous and non-continuous texts. 

Reading – (Range)
· Read a range of continuous and non-continuous texts. 
· Read individually and collaboratively. 

Reading – (Skills) 
· With support begin to recognise and understand the basic features of continuous and non-continuous texts. 
· Develop their ability to read continuous and non-continuous texts with fluency and accuracy; enjoy responding to them orally and in writing. 

Writing – (Range) 
· Use appropriate vocabulary and terminology to discuss and consider their work. 

Writing – (Skills) 
· Proofread and give an opinion about their written work. 
 




	Literacy(LNF)

· Explain information and ideas using relevant vocabulary 
· Speak clearly varying expression to help listeners. 
· Keep in role and support others in role play. 
· Include relevant details and information or observations in their writing. 
· Use language appropriate to writing, including standard forms of Welsh. 

	Numeracy (LNF)

N/A 

	DCF

N/A 


	Thinking

The children’s thinking skills are being promoted when they are looking for the answers in their comprehension and true / false activities. 
	ESDGC

Choices and Decisions

Have their views listened to and the views of others. 
	YCC

YCC is being promoted as the children are being exposed to a Welsh story book. 

	Key vocabulary(English/Welsh):

English

Story 
Babs and Benja 
Magic Box
What is happening? 
Magic 
Mam 
Uncle
Bungalo, Terrace House, Carafan 

Welsh

Ble mae Babs a Benja? 
Beth ydy oed Babs a Benja? 
Beth ydy enw chwaer Benja?
Beth ydy enw brawd Babs?
Beth mae Babs yn wisgo?
Beth mae Benja yn wisgo?
Ble mae Babs a Benja yn mynd? 


	Time

	Session activities, organisation and management
	Key questions & Assessment for Learning opportunities  

	15 Minutes
	Introduction
	

	
	
I will explain to the children that we will be reading a Welsh story book in today’s lesson. I will explain to the children the book is on Babs and Benja and the title of the book is ‘Y Bwlch Hud’. There will be some discussion about what this means. The children will look at the picture to help them. 

I will then read the story to the children. I will pause from reading the story at different points in order to ask questions and to check the children’s understanding. I may also ask the children to read certain parts of the story. 

Once the story has finished, I will explain all of the activities to the children. 
	Key questions

	
	
	
· Ble mae Babs a Benja yn byw? 
· Beth ydy oed Babs a Benja?
· Beth ydy enw chwaer Benja?
· Beth ydy enw brawd Babs? 
· Beth mae Babs yn wisgo? 
· Ble mae Babs a Benja yn mynd? 

AFL Strategies 

	
	
	

	
	
	Think, Pair, Share – The children will discuss what the story may be about. 

Thumbs up, thumbs down – To check understanding of what the children need to do. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	35 Minutes 
	Main activities
	

	
	
Focused Task (Teacher and TA)

Myself and the TA will work with the four different groups in the class. The children will read a comprehension on Babs a Benja. The comprehension has been taken from the story. The children will need to read and answer the questions. Gold (HA) and Silver (MA) will work from the same sheet and Blue (MA) and Red (LA) will work from another sheet. 

Focused Task – Independent 

The children will complete a true / false task. The children will need to read the sentences and they will decide if they are true or false. The children will have the story in front of them in order to help and guide them through the answers. 

Choice Activities 

Role Play (Oracy) 

The children will go outside in to the yard and they will complete a role play activity on the story of ‘Y Bwlch Hud’. The children will take different turns to be one of the characters. They will pick the characters using lollipop sticks. The children will have a script in front of them in order to help act out the scenes. 

Matching words and pictures (Oracy and Reading)

The children will match the words and pictures together. There will be a range of pictures and words from the story ‘Y Bwlch Hud’. 

I.C.T (DCF)

Although the story focuses around magic there is also vocabulary about where characters live and work. Therefore, the children will use the computers in the class to play games on where people work, where people live and what different people wear. This will help to increase the children’s Welsh vocabulary. 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	10 Minutes
	Plenary

The children will return to the carpet area. 

There will be a discussion about what the children have learnt. 

The children will try and remember some of the key vocabulary, what the story was about and the characters in the story. 

The children will then be dismissed for home time. 

	
Key questions:
· Beth ydy stori? 
· Beth brynodd Wncwl Oli? 
· Beth ydy ______? (ask one of the key vocabularly). 




	
	

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	









Appendix B – ARC

Model Casgliadau Adfyfyriol â Chymorth (ARC) (Model ‘Myfyrio a Newid’)
Assisted Reflective Conclusions (ARC) Model
Dyddiad/Date: 20.05.19  
Digwyddiad critigol (Ffocws)/Critical incident (focus): Today I taught 1 session and 1 catch up session. The main session which I taught was Welsh. The Welsh session focused on the story Babs a Benja and it was about ‘Y Bwlch Hud’ (The magic box). 

	Profiad/ Experience


	Teimladau/
Feelings

“What are your feelings regarding the experience?”
	Today’s teaching experience went well. I had the opportunity to teach the children a Welsh lesson. This was a good opportunity as it helped me gain extra knowledge and confidence in teaching the Welsh language. Overall the teaching experience went well and the children were able to respond to the different questions or vocabulary that I asked them. 

	Cofio a Deall/
Remember and Understand

“Can you list the aspects of the learning experience that went well?”

“What were the elements of the learning experience that were disappointing?”

	There were both good aspects and aspects which could be improved upon. 

An aspect that went well in the Welsh session was how engaged the children were. I think the story really helped the children here. They were focused, engaged and enthusiastic about the ‘Babs and Benja’ story. 

Another aspect which worked really well was the Carousel activities on the Welsh language. The children thoroughly enjoyed the writing tasks, the true / false quiz, the role play and the matching of different Welsh words and pictures. One of the children came up to me at the end of the session and stated “Miss I loved that lesson. Can we do it again?”. This was lovely to hear and it gave me a great deal of confidence and it made me sit back and realise the reason why I went into doing this degree. 

A disappointing aspect of the Welsh lesson would probably be the amount of Wider Welsh I spoke other than just the reading of the story. I could have included wider questions such as “Beth ydy ____”. Although I did not do this on a regular basis, when I did ask them, I often had to translate the questions to the children as they did not fully understand the question. Therefore, although this was a disappointing element I would have had to translate the question for the children. 

	Gwerthuso a dadansoddi/
Evaluate and analyse

“What will you keep the same to ensure effective teaching and learning in the future?”

“What was the cause of the most important disappointing element?”

	In order to ensure effective teaching and learning in the future I would certainly implement different carousel activities. I thought the role play, the quiz and the matching of pictures and cards really helped the children to develop their own vocabulary and literacy skills. The children really understood some of the key vocabulary such as “Bwlch Hud” at the end of the session. Therefore, I certainly think that these kinds of methodology help to support the teaching and learning of Welsh as a second language. 

The cause of the most disappointing element would be my level of questioning. Therefore, I would improve upon this. Although my questioning was good in English it needed to improve more in Welsh. I could have done this by asking simple questions and then translated it in order for the children to understand what was being said or asked. 

	Casgliadau a chamau gweithredu/
Conclusions and actions

“What are your possible solutions to the disappointing issues identified?”

“What will you do next?”

	In order to solve the most disappointing element I could have planned for better questioning in Welsh. This would have allowed me to enhance my own questioning as well as the children’s Welsh literacy skills. 

In order to move forward with today’s teaching experience, I would certainly continue to use hooks such as the Babs and Benja story. This is because it really helped to engage and enthuse the learners. I will also use the ARC to identify areas of strengths and areas of weakness in my work. 


	Y profiad newydd / Transformed experience
























Appendix C – Welsh Planning Sheet 
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Appendix D – Use of Welsh 

Observation 1 (PTE 1) 
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Observation 2 (PTE 3)
[image: ../Desktop/Screen%20Shot%202019-05-30%20at%2010.50.03.png]


Appendix E – Role Play Resource

Babs a Benja

Babs: Helo. Babs ydw i. Dw i’n naw oed. Dw i’n byw yma. 

Benja: Helo. Benja ydw i. Dw i’n naw oed. Dw i’n byw yma. 

Babs: Dyma fy mrwad. Mae Benja yn naw oed. 

Benja: Dyma fy chwaer. Mae Babs yn naw oed. 

Mrs Bachog: Mrs Bachog ydw i. Dw i’n byw yma. 

Benja: Dyma Mam. 

Oliver: Bore da. Oliver ydw i. Dw i‘n byw yn y garafan. 

Babs a Benja: Bore da Wncwl Oli. 

Fflori Fflach: Fflori Fflach ydw i. Dw i’n byw mewn ty teras. 

Pari Popeth: Pari Popeth ydw i. Dw i‘n byw mewn bynglo. 

Oliver: Anrheg i Babs a Benja. 

Mrs Bachog: Babs. Benja. Dewch yma. 

Oliver: Dyma chi. 

Babs a Benja: Diolch yn fawr Wncwl Oli. 

Babs: Benja? Benja? 

Benja: OOO! Help!

Babs: Ble rwyt ti? 

Benja: Dyma fi. Anrheg grêt. 






















Appendix F – Focused Task (HA and MA) 
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Appendix G – Focused Task (LA)

[image: ]

[image: ]


Appendix H – Choice Task (True / False) 
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Appendix I – Babs a Benja Book (Y Blwch Hud) 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https:%2f%2fcsc-live-thinqi-storage.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com%2fba%2fd6%2f5d%2f67%2ff90848d6ae76172643ec659f%2fBabs+a+Benja+-+Y+Blwch+Hud.ppt%3fX-Amz-Expires%3d60%26X-Amz-Algorithm%3dAWS4-HMAC-SHA256%26X-Amz-Credential%3dAKIAIHOG7TZU6IDCM2QA%2f20190528%2feu-west-1%2fs3%2faws4_request%26X-Amz-Date%3d20190528T142707Z%26X-Amz-SignedHeaders%3dhost%26X-Amz-Signature%3d1fef63a99792ec1c6d7c882ea0da31213404feb4af755c866ce7a5cf12eea8ad 

This is the link for the story that was read during the introduction session. 

 













Appendix G – Video Clip 

https://youtu.be/TkT3F8EvpyY 
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S4: Welsh Language Standard

Adequate

o Comments and Evidence
o Targets for improvement and suggested ways forward

You need to develop Welsh speaking skills within your sessions Hannah.
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54: Welsh Language Standard

Good

« Comments and Evidence
o Targets for improvement and suggested ways forward

Throughout your placement so far you have very good use of incidental welsh. You used
counting down in Welsh to get the children's attention, you used pwy syn barod and
other similar phrases in today's lesson. You can develop this further during this
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© BabsaBenja

Mae Babs a Benja yn naw oed. Hefyd,
mae Babs a Benja yn byw yn 22 Peny
Ffordd gyda'™ Mrs Bachog.

Enw chwaer Benja ydy Babs ac mae
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1. Ble e Babs  Berjo ynbyw?

2 Beth yy ced Boss o Benier

3 Beth ey erm chucer Berie?

4 Beth e Bbs y wisgs?
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