Slide one. 
· Good Morning everyone. 
· Introduce myself, name. 
· For the purpose of this presentation, I am here today to present to you all a advisory leaflet that I have created for parents and guardian informing them of one specific issue young people may face in today’s contemporary society, and I will also be demonstrating hoe youth workers and other children and young people practitioners are able to support at risk young people. 
 If you have any questions, please can you keep them for the end. Thank you and I hope you will enjoy. 

TURN OVER SLIDE 


Slide two.  

· There are many issues that young people may face in today’s society, from negative stereo typing, lack of employment, COVID 19, healthy relationships. 
· These all would have a negative impact on a child’s and young person adolescence. There for as professional youth workers is it important that we are able to identify what are the issues that young people are facing and how or what are we able to do to provide the young person or at-risk person support. 
· However, for the duration of the presentation the topic I have chosen and will be discussing and presenting to you all is County lines and also how COVID19 could have been a further risk for young people to be exploited and become members of the county line industry.  


Slide three, 

· SO what is County lines… What is it? 

· According to Nicky, 2018 county lines is. 
· Urban gangs supplying drugs into small towns and the countryside across the whole of UK. 
· The gangs will target vulnerable young people and children to move and run the drugs around for them. 
· TURN SLIDE!!


Slide four. 

· County lines will have a negative impact on a young person adolescence. According to BMJ journals 2021,  The National Crime Agency reports that 88% of police areas from England and Wales have either an established or emerging county Lines problem.
· There is an estimate that there are  46053 aged 10-18 in England in county line Gangs. 
· County lines, has a negative impact on the young person, the child, and the community leading to the child or young person at risk of developing ACEs. Adverse childhood experiences meaning the young person will face many challenges in their adulthood. 
· Why do they target Vulnerable young people? 
According to Elias 2021, Gang members target vulnerable young people as they are an easy target. 
· The gang members will make the young person they are friends, family, looking out for each other. Target young people who do not have that love from family and friends and manipulate the young people in to believing they are their new family. 
· Gangs will buy young people gifts or give a lot of money to praise them for their work, this will entice the young people to return, as they feel respected and loved having that feeling of being wanted will entice the young person to believe this is normal and acceptable.
 
· SO, WHAT CAN WE DO AS YOUTH WORKER AND OTHER PROFFESIONAL WORKERS TO DO SUPPORT AT RISK YOUNG PEOPLE OR PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY MEMBERS OF COUNTY LINES? 

Turn SLIDE 

·  As professional youth workers we are able to identify when young people are at risk or taking part in risky scenarios.

· Sessions around specific issues YOUNG PEOPLR are facing in today’s society. 

· Educate the young people, in a non-formal approach providing it a fun enjoyable experience. 

· The National Occupational standards for youth work (LSIS 2012) , identifies the importance of   “safe guarding  the health and welfare of the young people”- as professional youth worker it is important that the welfare and the seafaring of young people are explored and viewed together. This can be done by working and exploring a working alongside young people identifying the dangers and risks of some of the risk behaviours that they undertake. 

· As professional Youth worker we are not only able to educate the young people, but we are also able to educate the community and work together as one to ensure that the safety of the young people and the community is maintained and that they understand the terms of county lines. 

· 
· We are also able to ensure that young people are aware of the support bodies that are available to talk to regarding everything and anything. It is also important that the young people and ourselves have built professional relationships enabling the young people to reach out to us for support and guidance. However, it is vitally important that safeguarding procedures are followed if a young person is at danger to themselves or others.
TURN SLIDE 
Slide six. 

· The pandemic has had had a negative Impact on the world not only the young people but the economy, business, and the country as a whole will be impacted. According to Elias, this could impact and raise the risk of young people become involved in county lines. 
· The reason for that is young people are spending more time on their laptops and computers. Young people mental health is affected and several hours are being spent on the computer. This indicates the risk of young people being groomed online is high, as young people are more vulnerable and in a dark place due to the impact of covid. 
· Covid is also going to have a impact on the economy suggesting that when we are out of lock down, there will be few and far jobs for young people this could also be a cause to entice young people to join county lines as they will be receiving money and gifts. 
· It is important that as professional youth workers we do out utmost to prove the young people with the support, recourses session they need to educate them on the risk of the issues they may face, and what they can do or where they can go if they get themselves stuck into a situation, they cant leave. 
· A study conducted at Nottingham University has identified that, methods have been changed during the pandemic withing county lines drugs, the demand for children and vulnerable young people had not fallen, (Nanrah, 2020). 
· The case also identified that raising cases of preparation using platforms such as snapchat, Facebook,  Instagram is now the tool used for early stages of grooming young people, (Nanrah, 2020). 
· Again this is an indication how important it is for us as professional youth workers who are still taking part in on line youth work sessions, to ensure the young people are informed and aware of the terms “online grooming” and the importance of being aware of who you are speaking to at all times. 
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Slide 7 

· These are some factors that could be a reason or young people getting involved or being groomed into county lines. 

Isolation- stuck in the house , bored, lonely, confused. 

Online- spending more time online doing school or college work, social media, online gaming. 

Well-being- not looking after there well-being, becoming vulnerable, emotionally drained. 

Risky behaviour- bored, lonely want attention  
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Slide 8/9 

Go through my leaflet slowly. 

Slide 10 

Thank them all for coming, ask them do they have any questions. 
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