


1.0 Introduction

WCF, also known as Windows Communication Foundation, enables asynchronous messages to be delivered from one endpoint to another [1]. It can be hosted by IIS, or hosted in an application. Using WCF, we can create service-oriented applications [2]. Various patterns of message exchange can be done. It could be request-reply or one-way. WCF allows message exchanges to be encrypted for security [3]. Messages can also be queued. WCF can be integrated with other Microsoft technologies such as Windows Workflow Foundation (WF). Microsoft BizTalk Server R2 also integrates with WCF. The software formats data to be standardized. A platform creating Web applications, Microsoft Silverlight, also integrates with WCF for connecting endpoints. 
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Figure 1: An example of how WCF works [4]
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