James martin 
Dissertation proposal 
What techniques are needed within modern music production to convey capability and professionalism in the music industry?
I have decided to write my dissertation on why it’s important as a music producer to be flexible in not only ability but the styles of music you produce.
I will be primarily talking about two genres in this essay. One is metal which is ever changing and evolving continuously. The other genre is called trap. Although the style of trap started only around 10 years ago pioneered by the following artist 
lil Wayne it has really gained popularity and momentum in the last 4 years or so. 
I am going to start with trap as its fresher and requires a little more of an in-depth look.
Keyword 1- electronic production
Trap is a style of music which features a different take on the auto-tune feature, instead of using it to tune your voice to certain keys so it sounds better, this new take that up and coming rappers have is that they like the way it makes their voices sound, it sits in the mix very well and gives songs a new style and vibe. These rappers are very aware of auto-tunes original function and despite heavy criticism from music elitists they still use it. 
Trap allows a younger generation to make something of themselves, the most famous of the time now are:
Artists: 
 Lil Yachty 
Lil Pump
Ghost mane
Bones
Suicide boys 
A lot of these artists are under the age of 20 and have millions in the bank because of the music they make. I should explain at this point that trap is good time music predominantly, there are other artists that push the genre to be more than what it is but because of this they fit in elsewhere.
This is where the production side comes into play. 
As it’s a new genre to emerge the producers are more limited and thus ultimately have more work than others. 
Producers
Diablo
Bobby Johnson
Big head
Mike wills
These 4 have single handily changed the way music is made. Big head alone has platinum rated songs thanks to artists like Lil Pump using the internet to go viral and ultimately rack up more views and followers.
Sometimes certain producers will write for a single artist if the moneys rolling in, for example bobby Johnson writes for an artist called Diego (Lil Xan ) or diablo also working with lil pump. 
Most of these producers are under 25 max. The more that this genre gets bigger the more they will make just like the artists. 
What it means to be a producer?
Understanding the recording and writing process, demonstrating patience and time keeping. 
Being connected within the local music community is also a must do, the more people know about you and what you do will decide how much work you will ultimately get, which brings me to my next point and that’s having a strong portfolio. 
As a producer you’re always working on something even if it’s tweaking a melody or re writing drums etc., there’s always something to do or be done. 
Having a good portfolio will get you far, as well as having many songs that are diverse in genres and having many songs from the same genre. This way if an artist wants to meet you to discuss using your song or purchasing a beat you have more than 2 to show if they don’t like the first two, depending on how big the artist is your work could earn you a lot of money. 
My next point will be the production side of trap music, although there doesn’t seem to be a lot going on with minimalistic melodies and big 808s but behind closed doors it can take a while to get the track to sound right.
The bass drum and sub bass are difficult to get right the first time round, from my own experience I can say that it’s not as easy as it looks. Often watching tutorials can be a big help and show you what style of trap you want to make. 
Making a good 808 sound:
I first attempted this using an oscillator by turning down the lowest frequency and then editing the events in my piano roll instead, although the result worked it was more of a drum and bass style sound as a pose to trap, so I kept trying. Eventually I stumbled across a plugin called the fruity wave shaper and what that does is allow you to take a bog standard 808 sample and turn it into something more powerful that sits prominently in the mix instead of being a background rumble. This can be fixed using the mixer and altering the volume but unless it sounds just right no volume adjustments will make that much of a difference. It’s also important to ensure that the 808 in question is on par with the melodies in the mix, by this I mean if the start of the melody is a g or an f chord/ note then it’s always a good idea to place the 808 a few octaves down in selected places because a continuous 808 sound with a melody will muddy it up to much so it’s always wise to choose the placement carefully or alternatively write the bass parts and drums first and then compose the melodies around that. The result will be a lot smoother or crisp sounding than a typical trial and error piece of music.
Another technique I’ve been using is to of course add a high-hat pattern to the beat and then place one or two hits a few notes lower, I fell this makes the listener more intrigued as to what’s going on.  I felt this the first time I heard trap music, wondering how they got the results they did and now it’s clearer. 
Melodies are as important as beats. For example, writing an 8-bar melody composed of 8 notes and running with that for 16 bars and then writing a second melody which although its composed over the same number of bars but has 4 notes instead, less notes put more emphasis on certain notes instead of it all being unison and standard, the more the listener is intrigued the more likely they will come back and listen to the music. 
In conclusion to trap music and producing, although it may seem like a more simplistic type of music there’s a lot going on behind the scenes. Both the artists and producers are making a big name for themselves as well as a lot of money. You could argue music isn’t about money but in hindsight anyone that wants to be successful in the industry must make moves to ensure their own future and that doesn’t make you a sell-out, it’s a smart career move.  
Keyword 2- metal 
Metal has been around some 45-50 years with its origins during the 60s. 
The way in which metal is composed, mixed and produced has changed multiple times, originally with bands like black Sabbath pioneering the metal sound. It was a bit more minimalistic back then but because of the current state of things was just what people needed. 
Over the course of the next 30 years it would undergo changes and a lot more sub genres of metal would emerge. The 80s were huge for metal with hair bands dominating the scene followed by harder hitting bands such as:
Judas priest, tool and by 1989 meshuggah 
As the years rolled on the production and mixing of metal was changing with the aspect of new gear to use and better-quality instruments/desks. 
By the end of the 80s metal had changed from tangy guitar sounds too tightly produced albums.
Metal kind of went away during the early 90s with bands like nirvana and pearl jam bringing grunge to the masses and then followed by bands like:
 Green day and the foo fighters. 
In the last ten years alone, metal has evolved and now there are more sub genres than ever before. 
From a producer’s point of view it’s like the worlds for the taking, so many things to be involved in but some producers choose to stay in the past and continually work on older stuff/band who play the same style as the older bands that came before them. That type of music is still marketable and so is producing it, there will always be diehard fans wanting similar things to follow originals as with any trend in music, however I think it’s very important to stay vigilant and always be on the lookout for trends in the industry. 
A deeper look at meshuggah:
As I mentioned earlier the band meshuggah started at the end of the 80s. They have been through a few stylistic changes throughout their career but one thing that defiantly stuck was a certain sound they started making with their guitars. This style has now evolved into its own genre entirely with multiple bands altering their sound for this new one. Once again from a producer’s point of view it’s important to be vigilant and aware of what’s going on around you. Even if I’d never tried to mix and produce for new wave bands it’s a learning experience and once mastered to an extent can make you a career based of the portfolio you have. I’m not suggesting to solely focus on what’s new and never forget where it came from. I would include older styles that I’ve mixed and produced in my portfolio as well as the new wave stuff. This way when your approached by a band or artist they can see how flexible you can be which will ultimately get you a lot more work than just having one thing to specialise in. its slightly different when it comes to drum n bass and so on as most of that is produced and performed by the same person and in rare cases it can happen in trap or metal. For the most part people will outsource for beats, riffs or styles of production that they gravitate towards more than others. My production style can make or break careers but so can the musicians in question trying to do everything on their own which can turn out bad as well. It’s very important to get the mix just right by layering the tracks accordingly. If from a metal point of view the vocals are lower in volume than the guitar they will be overpowered in the overall mix. This tends to happen with home produced music mostly. 
The production styles 
Is varied depending on what sub-genre the band your recording is, it’s down to the individual the band has selected for that recording process and what they want their album to sound like.
Producers in the metal community usually have a strong portfolio if they are sought after by more than just up and coming bands. Regardless a metal producer will help any band that takes the time to seek them out however it helps if you have some bigger records under your belt. 
The recording process:
Producers usually start with a full band ghost track, this means that when it comes to recording individual parts the bad has something to follow. 
The attention then turns to the drums and working from the ground up, getting drums to sound right is difficult so trying a few different things such as moving the microphones around can drastically alter the overall sound for good or bad. 
The bass will come next and is usually recorded via a direct input to the desk, this was it saves setting up a bass cab and so on. 
After the basics are sorted through the guitars will be recorded next using a direct input or a classic amp and microphone if they are looking for a more natural sound. 
Vocals will come last and will usually consist of double tracking as well as harmonies from the vocalist and other members/features. This process takes a bit longer as takes can usually consist of breaking up the vocal parts and adding in bits here and there. Overall if the band have selected the correct producer they will come out happy with their efforts and the producer has another artist to add to their portfolio.  







Keyword 3- new wave indie rock
Indie rock has been around for the last 20 years of more with some original bands pioneering the genre and then new upcoming artists amalgamating what they know with unexplored musical outputs and pushing the overall genre further which means more bands emerging. 

Artists:
The smiths – this band have a significant place in the indie rock world as being one of the first to find moderate success and pushing the boundaries back then.
Arctic monkeys
The wombats 
Foals
Catfish and the bottle men 

Indie producers:
David burn 
James ford
Luke smith
Jonathan bond 
The production style:
When it comes to indie rock it depends on the sound the artist in question once again having a strong portfolio means more artists sight you out however with catfish and the bottle men their producer is a band member making it easier for them lay tracks down for new albums. 
Realistically indie can be anything from a more simplistic but a hard-hitting sound where it’s focused on just the singer and the 4-piece band. When it comes to larger groups with more complex writing structures and techniques the process will take many takes and tweaking. 
When recording the band, it’s a similar process to recording metal with a bit less going on. The same rules apply for the recording structure and playing around with different sounds however because it’s a different genre entirely the band in question will have other ideas and may want to record all together and use that as the finished track.
The process can take anywhere between a week and months to complete and that’s all depending on what the band wants and their consistency of hard work. 
In conclusion it’s extremely important to be open minded about music, when it comes to producing you will get work by doing the same things over and over I’m not disputing that but I’m my own opinion having more than one specific genre that your good at producing will ultimately open more doors for you than not, especially if you want to go far with it. Being open minded it always a good thing. 
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