Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Lowri Elin Williams

Email address: LowriElinWilliams@gwynedd.llyw.cymru

Learner’s University Registration Number: 
2521069

Cohort: 21onwards


 




Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).



This task focuses on children’s safeguarding and the legislation relevant to identifying and responding to concerns regarding children at risk. 

Section 130 (4) of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 defines a child at risk as a child who is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse, neglect or other harm and has care and support needs, regardless of whether those needs are currently being met. In responding to concerns, the Act places a duty on relevant partners including health boards, the police, education services and public bodies to report children who meet this definition to the local authority under Part 7.

Indicators of abuse or neglect can include physical injuries, sudden changes in behaviour, signs of neglect and maltreatment and disclosures from the child or information from other agencies. However, identifying harm can be challenging as there are often no visual indicators of abuse. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) provide practitioners with guidance on identifying and responding to abuse and neglect, supporting the application of Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. This is complemented by the Working Together to Safeguard People framework (2018), which provides statutory guidance on multi-agency safeguarding and clarifies the roles and responsibilities of practitioners in protecting a suspected child at risk.

The procedural framework for safeguarding children at risk begins with a referral where the threshold for harm or abuse has been and met. This can provide grounds to undertake formal Section 47 enquiries under the Children Act 1989 to gather and assess relevant information to determine whether the child is at risk of significant harm. If so, the local authority must proceed to an initial child protection conference to consider registration and implement a child protection plan outlining actions required.

Children’s safeguarding procedures in Wales are further underpinned by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (United Nations, 1989). The UNCRC sets out 42 substantive rights such as Article 12 The Right to be Heard, Article 19 Protection from Abuse and Neglect and Article 36 Protection from Exploitation. Welsh Ministers embedded the principles of the UNCRC into Welsh legislation with the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. The Measure compliments safeguarding legislation by promoting a child-centred approach where the child’s voice and protection from harm are pivotal to the safeguarding enquiry. 

Regional safeguarding boards, governed by the Safeguarding Boards (Wales) Regulations 2015, operate strategically to support safeguarding arrangements.  Promoting the principles of the SSWB (Wales) Act 2014, regional safeguarding boards support prevention, early intervention, co-production and multi-agency working. They are overseen by the National Independent Safeguarding Board (2026) which advises on safeguarding systems across Wales.  

In addition to national legislation and guidance, my practice is informed at a local and organisational level by implementing my local authority’s individual safeguarding policy which applies to both children and adults. The policy emphasises that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and therefore requires a shared approach across the organisation. It provides an organisational framework for identifying and responding to suspected abuse and neglect while recognising the duty on the Social Services departments to respond to concerns of abuse and neglect. This emphasises my responsibility as a practitioner to recognise and respond appropriately to concerns in accordance with local safeguarding procedures.


Total word count– 544 words 







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When reflecting on safeguarding processes within children's and adult services, several key differences emerge. The statutory threshold for intervention differs, with children's safeguarding focusing on whether a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm, whereas adult safeguarding considers whether an individual has care and support needs, is experiencing abuse or neglect and is unable to protect themselves.

Due to age and developmental factors, professionals have the legislative power to intervene without the parent or child’s consent if there is reason to believe the child is experiencing or is at risk of significant harm. In adult safeguarding, consent is essential. The mental capacity of the individual is also considered when initial concerns arise and thus, consent must be granted before formal safeguarding procedures can be undertaken as appropriate under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. Where it is judged that an adult at risk has capacity, their right to make decisions regarding their own health and welfare should be respected regardless of whether others might deem those decisions unwise. This includes supporting them to identify the outcomes they wish to achieve in a way which respects their rights, choices and autonomy. 

Capacity is not discussed in children’s safeguarding to the same level as adult services, however consideration is still given to a child’s ability to understand and make informed decisions. When a child is under 16 years of age, Gillick competence as per Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech Area Health Authority (1986) invites those working with a child to consider whether they have the sufficient maturity and understanding to make a decision independently.

Both children and adult safeguarding frameworks seek to identify abuse, neglect, harm and risk, one key distinction is how identified risk is responded to within each framework. This can be seen with the introduction of the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 which safeguards children by implementing greater legal powers to protect them from significant harm. This is done by placing a responsibility on the professionals surrounding the child to respond promptly. Contrastingly, adult safeguarding under the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 seeks to protect adults at risk of harm and abuse while balancing intervention with the individual’s autonomy and wishes. Where an adult has mental capacity, their decisions remain important irrespective of whether they include an element of risk. 

Whilst both frameworks aim to protect vulnerable individuals from harm, children's safeguarding adopts a more protective and interventionist approach, whereas adult safeguarding emphasises autonomy and the individual's right to make informed decisions about their own safety. 

Total word count – 427 words
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