My task for the module Introduction to Humanities was to write a thousand-word essay. The first thing that I needed to do was to create a title for my essay. I was told by the lecturers that the topic of my essay can be on any topic, as long as it is relevant to your discipline and involves boundaries. The topic that I decided on was the political boundaries that Hitler had to overcome to rise to power and I was arguing for and against whether Hitler overcame political boundaries peacefully and democratically. Before planning my essay, I needed sources for the argument and information on the political boundaries of Hitler’s rise to power. To find these sources I started to look on the internet, this was an effective method of finding information as most of my sources came from the internet. However, this was my main weakness as it was hard for me to find scholarly sources. I then decided to look on the UWTSD Library website to find more scholarly sources. This helped me to find the rest of the information that I needed. When planning my essay, I split it up into different subheadings for the different paragraphs in my essay. This essay plan structure helped me to set up my argument. When I was looking through the sources I started to skim read for facts and figures before reading more in depth. This was effective for my essay planning as it made sure that no important information was missed. Planning effectively made writing the essay easier. I found writing the essay easy, I made sure to not use contractions, which I learned in the module Academic Writing. The only part of writing the essay that I found problematic was referencing; I wasn’t sure if I was doing the footnotes correctly or if I was using the correct referencing style. To solve this problem, I asked a lecturer and they told me that the referencing was correct. My main strength of planning and writing an essay was effective planning with a structure. Next time I write and plan an essay I will make sure to use the UWTSD Library website and to continue to not use contractions.
