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Judges are servants of the public and are entrusted to ensure the law is transparent and intelligible. To what extent do you agree with this statement. 
The purpose of this essay is to look at the roles of judges and what their role includes. It will also look at whether or not judges are deemed as civil servants and also what powers they bestow. The role of a judge is to decide disputes that have been brought into court. In doing so judges must use a judicial function which involves deciding the outcome of the cases by the evidence that has been presented to the court, looking at relevant law and then applying the law to the evidence in order to reach a decision (Wilson, et al., 2020 )
The role of a judge is to preside and uphold the law. Judges are there to decide a variety of cases that pass through the courts, they could come from all different sides of law such as civil suits criminal cases and also family matters. Depending on the case there maybe just a judge presiding over it rather than a jury of peers, when there is no jury a judge’s role is to determine the facts of the case, interpret the law, apply the law to any and all facts of the case and then to decide to the outcome (PLEA, ND). 
The role of a judge in a criminal court is to make sure he/she is familiar with the case by reading all the relevant information from any case papers submitted to them. These papers will include the indictment which outlines the charges, any witness statements and also any evidence gathered against the defendant. The judge must make sure that the trial is fair and that everyone involved is treated fairly and equally. If the defendant is found guilty, it is then down to the judge to make sure the appropriate sentence has been given, depending on the seriousness of the crime committed it will hold different sentences so they must confer with the Sentencing Guidelines in order to make sure that the correct punishment is given (Courts and Tribunals, 2022). The role of a judge in a civil court again he/she must be informed before presiding over any cases. Most of what a judge must do in a civil case is very similar to what they must do in a criminal case, instead of deciding on punishments civil cases usually end with compensation or monetary value depending on the case and who’s involved. (Wilson, et al., 2022 b). 
Although judges have the ability to decide the outcome of a case, they cannot decide a punishment without consulting the Sentencing Guidelines. There is a time when a judge can use their own judgement on a case is when it is something that has never been seen before, such as the Mary and Jodie case 2000. Seeing this case for the first time gave the presiding judge judicial precedent in order to make sure that the right decision was made in regard to the both girls. He/she must have been impartial and fair when receiving all evidence and during the process in deciding the outcome (Wales, 2020) 
There is a lot of uncertainty regarding whether or not the law is clear and intelligible. Some will argue that it is, and others will argue that it’s not. Both arguments can be taken into consideration, for example if a person were to commit a serious crime such as murder or manslaughter the public and the defendant would know that a crime like those carries a prison sentence. But for many other crimes the punishment can be very unclear, for example is a person were a victim of harassment or stalking both of those crimes carry different punishments, looking at some case studies it shows that the victims had been stalked and harassed for years but without the defendant actually doing anything physical to the victim meaning there was a lack of evidence the police could not arrest and charge the individual meaning the victim had suffered for a substantial amount of time. Attempting to find a definitive answer in regard to those crimes is difficult meaning the victims find it hard to know what punishment to expect or what type of justice would be served. It can be difficult to prosecute cases involving these types of crimes, it is important that all official bodies work together in order to make sure the correct evidence is presented in court (CPS, 2018 (a)). Although police and CPS can prosecute someone for harassment and stalking there needs to be a physical act made against the victim before doing so, they can issue things like restraining orders or ‘police information notice’ but many defendants do not accept or acknowledge those. (JusticeInspectorates, 2017). 
Lord Bingham states that “the law must be accessible and so far, as possible intelligible, clear and predictable” meaning that not only does it help while writing legislation it also means that legislation must not only do its job in theory it must also work in practice. By making sure that the legislation and law it makes it easier for the reader to understand, if they cannot understand what the legislation means then they are unable to fulfil what is required. By making the legislation accessible online it means that the general public are now able to access and keep up to date with any new changes (Heaton, 2014).
There are two ways to look and answer the question on whether judges are servants of the public. No, they are not civil servants as they are employed by Parliament and therefore are not employed by ‘The Crown’). Although they are not deemed as civil servants the main role a judge has is to make judgement on those who have committed crimes. Their role is to protect and serve the public. 
The definition of a public servant means someone who works for the state or local government for example teachers, police officers and judges. There is a clear difference between a civil servant and a public servant. Although a legal definition states that they are not civil servants as they are employed by Parliament rather than “The Crown”. By being a public servant, it is more about helping the public than the pay. A public servant is someone who has been appointed by the government to work on their behalf to serve the public. As a judge serves those within the community they are seen to be public servants as they are employed by Parliament to serve. (CivilServant, nd). 
Judges are placed in a position of trust. By having judges preside over cases means that they have a duty to serve and make sure that no crime goes unpunished. Although there are many judges presiding all over the world, there are many cases where judges have abused their roles and powers attached. Misconduct within a public office is an offence at common law which is indictable and carries a life imprisonment (CPS, 2018 (b)). In 2015 an article circulated stating that three out of four judges had been removed from their posts as senior magistrates and another resigned after being viewing pornographic material at work, although the images did not include anything relating to children, it is still deemed incredibly inappropriate for judges to act in such a manner especially within the work place (Bowcott, 2015).
In conclusion judges are given a very important task within society. They are there to serve and protect and to also make sure the law is upheld by all. The way legislations are written involve a lot of big words that many people without a law degree or knowledge of the law sector would understand, a judge in turn uses the legislations within court and explains and simplifies the laws meaning that the defendant, juries and members of the public can understand. They have a very important role in making sure the law is followed, easily understandable and they are also responsible for creating judgement on never seen before cases. 
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