The Concept of Knowledge

Study exercises

Read Gettier’s paper, ‘Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?’, as well as the other texts on the reading list. After doing the reading, answer the following nine questions:

1. Why do philosophers usually consider belief to be more basic than knowledge?
2. What is knowledge?
3. What is the problem with the Gettier cases? (Not classed as knowledge / it just so happens that they have a justified true belief, but they have this because of luck, they luckily have a justified true belief, etc.)
4. Think of ways we could solve the Gettier problem. What could we propose as a solution to this problem? 
5. Explain both of the counterexamples that Gettier gives. 

6. What, if anything, do Gettier cases have in common?  What, if anything, is their common structure?

7. Do you think that the Gettier cases are successful in showing that knowledge is not justified true belief? Relatedly, is the standard view of knowledge as justified true belief plausible?
8. How should we best respond to the Gettier problem? 
9. Do you think that by adding some kind of causal condition (that is, an appropriate causal relation between the belief that X, and X itself) would help?
10. Is the Gettier problem unsolvable? If so, what does this mean for epistemology? 
11. Why should we care what the concept of knowledge is?
12.  Does the Gettier problem suggest that the concept of knowledge can’t be analysed? Relatedly, is knowledge analysable in terms of necessary and sufficient conditions?
Essay question

Can we analyse the concept of knowledge?
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