Poem assignment 1
Let me be- by Enfys Trigger 
As I lay in here death may Anubis guide my soul and let me be judged.
Let me walk my peaceful journey in the field of reeds.
Start my journey west to the goddesses chamber and let me be satisfactory.
May I be reborn anew in her image, let me be a woman too.


Commentary 
This poem is in the from of a transgender woman in ancient Egypt who is about to die, praying to the gods that in the afterlife they could be reborn again as a woman. That forms a light-hearted story about death and the character begin a new life fully themselves. 
The way I have written my poem is to reflect on repetition without the flow of the piece sounding to strained or out of place. I also wanted the language of the piece to show a sense of realism and get the reader into the mind set of the character.
The language is to symbolises a sort of inner monologue I wanted the character to go through in their final moments. I have tried to make it seem as though they’re pleading or begging the gods to let them be a woman, to let them be who they want to be. I also tried to form the poem in a way to mimic the breathing of the character.
What inspired me to write this piece was an article about the transgender community in ancient Egypt that highlights the goddesses of the west by the:
UCLA Encyclopaedia of Egyptology – sex and gender by Deborah Sweeney. “McCarthy (2002: 174- 175) and Cooney (2008: 1-6) points out that certain aspects of the afterlife such as having intercourse with the goddess of the west in order to be reborn from her in the next world.”
I also found another article which briefly goes over what they believe the afterlife to be like by the:
 Australian museum called preparation for death in ancient Egypt “the dead had to negotiate a dangerous underworld journey and face final judgment before they were granted access.”
I also mention the god Anubis that guides dead Kings into the afterlife as well as the field of reeds which is known to be what the Egyptian afterlife is like.
In my first draft of trying to create the poem I tried to add more facts about woman and the lives they lived in ancient Egypt that was also discussed on the UCLA article, however it clashed to much with the afterlife symbolism and made it very difficult to follow and know what the character was talking about. I also tried the repetition of to be a woman however, this along with too many factual inputs that I was trying to add made the poem feel unnatural and messy.
It also seemed to add a weird level of excitement to the character to which at first, I thought could be beneficial as a way of showing how happy the character was to final transition. However, the more I went over the piece had started to feel very morbid that seemed to overshadow the original light-hearted theme and feel I was trying to achieve.
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