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Legal Issues – Fire Safety in the Hotel Industry
Fire safety refers to a set of practices aimed at reducing the destruction caused by fire. Fire is one of the most significant risks any business can encounter. The hotel industry is at a higher risk of fire since some hotels and restaurants operate 24 hours a day. It is, therefore, paramount that every hotel takes responsibility for the safety of both guests and employees. Over the last four years, 6,400 fire cases have been experienced in England alone. In the 2019/2020 financial year, 1,986 hotel fire cases were reported (Moseley, 2021). These fires endanger the lives of both the guests and the workers. The main aim of fire safety is to employ practices and install equipment that will reduce the damage caused by fire during fire outbreaks.
Any hotel's fire safety degree is determined by the safety practices employed and the fire protection equipment installed. The building's size, height and age determine the type and amount of fire safety equipment in any hotel. Most of the high-rise hotels have installed fire sprinklers. However, surveys show that one out of four high-rise hotels lack fire sprinklers. Half of the motels and hotels lack fire sprinklers regardless of height (Manes, Martina, and David, 2021, p.103030). Although most hotel owners have corporate fire safety policies, others still ignore them. Some hotels have installed a well-maintained fire alarm system called state-of-the-art, which renders all false alarms nil (Zhu et al., 2020, p.104691). Fire safety also can vary by region. Hotels in areas prone to fires may have more fortified fire safety practices and equipment than those less inclined to fire.
The primary objective of fire safety in hotels is to avoid material damage and personal injury. The safety of personnel and guests and preventing asset damage is important in any hotel. The most common causes of fire in hotels include faults in electrical wiring and appliances, clothes driers, Candles, Heating, electric blankets, lightning, careless cigarette disposal, and naked flames handled carelessly by workers, which can ignite oil and grease deposits (Ma, 2020). The most common fire safety measures include structural fire protection, which is designing buildings to minimize fire effects (Steen-Hansen et al., 20221, p.103047). Other measures include providing escape routes, smoke control systems, automatic sprinkler systems, Fire detection systems, fire hydrants and hose reel systems, and proper storage of combustible equipment and materials.
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