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Key Information for audiences. 
BBFC - Rated 15.
The 4 alternate endings
Target Audience for this film - Anyone over the age of 15.

Directed by; Jonathon Dayton and Valerie Farris.  This married couple have made all of their films together including Ruby Sparks and Battle of the sexes. 
Genre; Comedy, Drama.
Low budget film. - 8 Million USD and it’s domestic total gross was $59,891,098 

Narrative context leading up to this scene.
Characters - Olive Hoover, Edwin Hoover, Richard Hoover, Dwayne Hoover, Sheryl Hoover and Frank Ginsberg. 
The fact that the characters are all individual, dysfunctional and actually rather flawed gives them a relatable side for the audience to latch on too. The two tagline’s for this film are “A family on the verge of a breakdown” and “Everyone pretend to be normal” which is actually representative of the fact that nobody is normal and that more than likely everyone you know is on the verge of a breakdown for their own personal reasons. 

So far the film has followed a linear narrative. There also been the enigma of what has the grandpa been rehearsing with Olive. We already know of his flawed nature including drug abuse in his granddaughters bedroom, a heroine overdose while she was in the room and that fact he would kick off shouting and swearing at any minor inconvenience. 

Leading up to this scene as an audience we see this dysfunctional families lives get gradually worse. From the beginning we see that Olive has always dreamed of winning a beauty pageant.We know that Dwayne had dreams of becoming a pilot and had taken a vow of silence not speaking until he found out he was colourblind and that he couldn’t achieve his dream of becoming a pilot. 

Olive has been rehearsing with her grandfather (Edwin) for months. He passes away whilst on the journey to the beauty pageant after overdosing on heroine. This doesn’t come as much of a shock to many audience members because we see him taking drugs and foul mouthing from the beginning. We already know that his outrageous behaviour had led to him being evicted from his nursing home. This is then contrasted in Olives innocent, child like behaviour. 

Olives father Richard is a failed self-motivational speaker, there are various occasions throughout the text where we see Richard bring olive down on her dreams or motivations. (e.g in the diner). Frank tried to commit suicide after being left by a former lover.


The 4 Alternative Endings 

The day after the pageant the family stop at a rest stop, with a bucket of chicken (linking back to the first family scene we see, and the grandfathers breakdown over the fact they were eating chicken again) where they were reminiscing on the grandpa and his life. The directors decided to cut this scene and actually stopped midway through filming because they didn’t like the overall sappy feel that the scene was giving off and felt that it didn’t relate with the feel of the film even suggesting that perhaps it felt like a scene from a whole other film.
Olive got her crown and Richard comments on how she deserves it to which she replies “Dad, I just like dancing” we also see Richard and Frank get on when they mess about putting the crown on each other. This scene also related to the  diner scene earlier in the film when Richard commented on how olive would be fat if she ate the ice cream. The scene ends with Richard saying “Who wants ice cream?”
Escape scene as the family make a getaway with both the crown and the trophy.
Extended scene where they don’t actually get arrested instead they run out of the competition stealing the trophy, jump in the van and burst through the gate driving off into the distance.

Scene Analysis:

From the very beginning we can see that Olives costume is very different to that of the other little girls. They are all dressed in Pink dresses with diamonds and have full faces of makeup on. Pink is representative of Playfulness, youth, innocence, charming and over all quite feminine. Olive however is dressed in loose fitting trousers, a shirt, tie and waist coat with a top hat. the touches of Red in her outfit are representative of excitement and power, rather than reds usual connotations of Blood, fire, love, anger and passion. The fact that she’s in trousers takes away the feminine aspect you’d expect of a little girl in a beauty pageant. 

The scene opens with a medium close up of Olive about to begin her performance theres a slightly shallow depth of field pushing the focus of the audience onto olive and the stage. It then cuts another medium close up but this time of the back of Olive. She is centred within frame of a star which is representative of the act Olive herself is a star. Her gesture looks as if she’s kissing someone because of the position of her arms. The code of sound during this part of the scene is diegtically added super freak by Rick James which is actually quite a sexualised song. it then cuts back to the original medium close up as her gesture changes pushing her arms up into the air. 

The long shot it then cuts to shows the whole of the stage. Aesthetic wise the mis-en-scene is very symmetrical with the the lights and the stage as a whole. The use of pinks and oranges give the stage a warm comforting feel which will again be representative of youthfulness, femininity, softness. The orange adds a touch of vibrance, flamboyance and enthusiasm. Olive is still framed within the star and now her gesture shows her arms coming down and her shaking her hips. It then cuts back to the medium close up with the audience behind her showing her reaction as she dances. 

The shot then cuts to her parents reaction as she dances. Her mother overall looks shocked but happy for olive where as Richard appears to be rather concerned. It then cuts to Frank and Dwayne’s reactions which are very similar to her parents. This then cuts to a medium close up of olive which pans downwards as she slaps her behind in quite a sexualised manner. This then cuts to a long shot so that it can be established. Cutting back to Sheryl and Franks reaction this time Sheryl looks concerned and Frank is smiling along. Olive then struts across the stage after throwing off her hat at a medium close up which then cuts to one at a side angle tracking her as she goes downstage. When she reaches the end she rips off her trousers to reveal a pair of red booty shorts. Instantly this cuts to her parents shocked reactions. Swinging her trousers above her head we then see a close up of her facial reaction which overall is rather excited and happy. Her family however all look quite concerned. 

There is specific focus on other contestants getting up out of the audience and leaving as well as diegetic sound of contestants “booing” and “shouting”. Seeing Olives worried reaction to this Frank gets up and claps along in a bid to encourage Olive. who then has a medium long shot as she again struts to the front of the stage this time ripping open the front of her shirt at the audience. Placing her tie in her mouth in a sexual manner. As she takes off her shirt its revealed that she is actually wearing a black glitter shirt underneath but her fathers “no no no” reaction adds a level of shock factor for the audience. She then turns round and rubs the tie across her behind. The camera panning around her. The scene then cuts as her father joins frank in standing up and clapping along. Olive then throws her tie at the judge who is above all the most shocked by her performance as Olive starts to spin around. This gesture is overall quite childlike and gives a heavy contrast to her dance moves from before. 

We then have a shot of the judge going to Richard and asking “What is your daughter doing?” The camera then pans across to Richard where he pauses looks at Olive who is still dancing as the camera pans downwards towards her feet. It then cuts to an over the shoulder shot where we see the whole family and Richard replies “She’s kicking ass, thats what she’s doing” The judge is then tracked as she storms off in disgust the camera then cuts to Olive coming downstage on all fours crawling and clawing out like some sort of animal. Again intended to appear quite sexual. 

We then get quite a comedic medium long shot as the DJ watches the security guards run behind him to try get olive off of the stage. We then see the judge tell the presenter to “Get over here” and to “get her off stage” When the presenter tries to remove Olive from the stage Richard bursts onto the stage to get him off her. This is where we now see a difference in the editing as its made to look more frantic. There is now shouting from Richard and the judge, Security get involved and Olive is left looking rather worried. After being told by Richard to “carry on honey, daddy’s fine” Olive goes back to centre stage and carries on dancing. The shot then cuts to the judge shouting at Richard “Get you daughter off this stage” We see the reactions off of both Sheryl and richard which now has a shallow depth of field blurring out her background. Richard goes to Olive in a medium shot which then cuts to a long shot. In this long shot we can see that Richard is quite shy from his body language. His arms are hunched close to him and he seems to be taking quite small steps. This is contrasted in Olives quite wild out there movements as she carries on dancing. On either side of the stage we have Frank and Dwayne with standing just above the sitting audience. They are both dressed in white and this could be symbolic of them being Protective and good as the colour white is usually associated with that of a guardian angel. 

In the corner the judge and the security guards are blacked out by shadows. This is representative of the fact that these are the antagonists at this point in the film. The black is representative of Evilness, power and anonymity as we cant see their faces only their silhouettes. When it cuts back to a medium close up of Richard this shit is clearly handheld and the shakiness can be symbolic of his fear. The mothers reaction as she rubs her hands together with the shallow depth of field is again pushing the focus onto her. Her hands rubbing together could be representative of her praying that something goes well. This can also be backed up by the fact that her facial expression is actually rather worried. 

We then have the contrasted long shot behind Olive and Richard where Olive is dancing and Richard is just stood there which then cuts to the medium close up of Richard and in the background we see the judge and the two security guards, They have a touch of red going over them suggesting evilness, danger and power. Richard then starts to dance along. The camera then spins capturing the judges disgusted reaction. Richard Mimicking the moves of his daughter makes eye contact with frank who then decides to join in. Another Over the shoulder shot as Frank, Richard and Olive all dance together. Dwayne then joins in and we see Sheryl’s reaction. This time theres a deep depth of field showing us as the audience the crowds reactions. The long shot then shows Olive, Frank, Dwayne and Richard dancing quite openly without any cares at all! Showing us as an audience for the first time this side to the characters adding a childlike touch. 

Once Sheryl joins them on stage we see a long shot as they all dance together on stage. They all take each others hands and jump in a circle again quite childlike in comparison to the sexual moves Olive was performing before. We see shocked audience members too perhaps mimicking that of a viewer at home. When the music stops we get a medium close up of the DJ as he claps then a long shot of the whole room in silence with the family on stage in a line and a medium long shot of a more serious character as he stands up with his fingers in the air and screams “YES ALRIGHT!” 
In conclusion this scene shows the largest amount of contrast due to the fact this is the first time we see the family working together and also being happy. Although still rather dysfunctional the whole family have found a way to come together and actually understand and support each other. 






