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Part 1: 	Literacy – A key to Learning

Part 2: 	Reflection

In this essay I will be discussing the topic of literacy and why it is a key to learning in today's education. That will be followed by a reflection on an activity where I had to read a story for five minutes, evaluating my own experience through a reflection cycle. 


















Literacy is the starting block for academic achievement as it allows the student to achieve high standards through the curriculum, future earnings (better your chance of high pay jobs) and health and wellbeing (better general health and live longer). When we talk about literacy skills, we include the ability to read, write, oracy and listening skills which later helps towards comprehension skills. Children that struggle with literacy skills will find it hard to understand written material in all areas like math's and science, research has shown that these subjects have problem solving tasks that require an understanding of complex texts that require the ability to summarise the information. While other studies show that low literacy levels remain a factor in criminal activity, although it is not believed there is a direct link there are a wide range of factors to why people with low levels of literacy will end up committing a crime (Hughson, 2021).
In March 2014 we seen a change in the Welsh curriculum, the Welsh Government worked with Professor Graham Donaldson to review and assessment arrangements in schools in Wales, the aim and focus was to shape a successful and exciting future for the children and young people of Wales (Donaldson, 2015). The new curriculum for Wales has developed having the children's approach to learning at their fullest. It has four purposes which will allow the six areas of learning to interlink with each other getting the most out of each subject languages, literacy and communication being taught through twelve pedagogical principles- theses include problem solving (to understand), making connection through all areas of learning (linking topics) and authentic contexts for learning (connected to the world through their classrooms) (PDCS, 2024).  
A reading scheme that is used in a local primary school is Reciprocal reading. It focuses on comprehension skills (PDCS, 2024). They break down the reading method into different areas. These include being a predictor (to talk about the story before it has happened, can they make links or connections, asking question what will happen next? Why will that happen?) then there is the clarifier (this will be to find out any meanings of words or to help understand part of the text to discuss opinions), the summerariser will help identify the main point /plot of the text, and lastly the questioner (to ask them critical questions to encourage high levels of thinking as well as discussions with their peers). With the ability to have these skills such as breaking down information and to understand it will allow the children to develop their literacy skills in all areas, it's high level of thinking (topteaching, 2021). Suggested by Skinner and his theory of scaffolding this works with the concept that the task is first modeled by the teacher, then the children can take over asking them crucial questions and roles, this method will enhance the chances of good literacy skills (State Government of Victoria, 2019).
B.F Skinner (1957) is a well-known behaviourist, one of the earliest explanations of language acquisitions was provided by him. He believed that children learn through rewards, punishments and the environment. He also had a theory that children had two types of behaviours- respondant (behaviours that are not learnt) and operant (behaviours that need to be monitored) this can be achieved through the environment and through rewards and consequences, theses will have a big impact in their learning of behaviours) (Bates,2019). This is shown as children will start to copy the language of the people around them, the hope is they will copy speech and get that positive reinforcement. This is done in a way where children are not ‘set’ for subjects but can work collaboratory with their peers with the idea they can learn from each other.  How can a child with limited speech learn from other children with limited speech? If they are mixed, the children with limited speech can learn from the other children mimicking words and grammar (PDCS, 2024). Following the guidance from Skinner we can see his theory of operant conditioning in our schools today, when breaking down the importance of literacy schools are always trying to find ways to develop their literacy skills. By using the positive reinforcement strategy schools will show this in the form of reader of the week, reading certificates, promoting positive reading techniques which discussed above through reciprocal reading, story writing, looking at a range of different writing skills and techniques which leads to the new curriculum and the four purpose characters, it teaches the children to be resilient, problem solvers, creative and may more. The main aim was to allow the curriculum to be free flowing and interlink into other subjects so by reinforcing literacy skills it would be beneficial in all other areas of learning (PDCS, 2024). On the other hand, critics believe that it doesn't support the pace of language acquisition stages or the progress of other literacy skills such as writing. 
Lev Vygotsky’s (1978) was a psychologist and best known for his sociocultural theory. The theory was that social interaction played a crucial role in the children's learning. Influences in the process of getting the best outcome were culture, guided learning and collaborative learning. This can be done through interaction - parents, teachers, peers and socially, this was human development know as ‘scaffolding’(Cherry, 2022). This is when children in poverty may become at a disadvantage to his theory children living in poverty and not having the same social interactions as they should, will impact their speech and understanding, putting them behind in reading and writing. Supporting his theory schools take part in collaborative learning through the new curriculum, they put interventions in place such as extra speech and language programmes, have dyslexia progamme called toe by toe to help any children that need additional help (PDCS, 2024). Since covid 19 there has been a decrease across the board of children especially younger not achieving, losing basic skills like reading and writing and their interest in these subjects (Ofsted, 2020) but did they have the best chance, when not seeing others having that social situations to encourage speech and imagination. Schools have identified this problem and are trying to bring back the concept of reading for pleasure. Reading for pleasure is a programme that is aligned to the National Curriculum, the Reading Framework (DfE, 2021), and the EEF school implementation process. It is a whole school approach working towards getting children to read because they want to (Cremin, 2015).
All these programmes and interventions schools are providing for the children are a must to hopefully maintain the levels of literacy, not just in English but through the curriculum. From the two theorist Skinner and Vygotsky we can see how different techniques are critical in the development of literacy in today's education and future goals.  
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Reflection
When taking part in various tasks during my degree course, I have been put out of my comfort zone but each time I have been able to reflect on my tasks having the opportunity to progress and develop skills from feedback and my own personal reflection. As a model of reflection, I followed Gibb’s cycle. He teaches us how to reflect on situations that are both upcoming and that have happened. He designed his reflection model to have six stages for deep thinking to avoid overthinking but allow the process of reflection (Gibbs, 2022).
The first element from the task wheel is to describe what happened. The task that I was given was a reading task, I had to read aloud in front of a group of children for five minutes. First thoughts were, I thought the activity was straight forward as I enjoy reading and I know the children I work with enjoy listening to stories. But when planning the activities I realised how nervous I get reading aloud, even though it was a small group I felt the need to practice reading the story at home. We follow a mindset programme which is visible learning, in a local primary school using fixed and growth mindset, having the ability to be confident and do your best, believing that you can. I used this strategy as I had to believe that I could do the task, I had to change my mindset and have confidence putting myself out of my comfort zone (Smith, 2020). So, when I took part in my activity, I could feel my voice getting fast and quivery, I was so nervous, but when I was pausing it was for me to take a break and to relax. This helped me as it comes naturally, asking questions and chatting and then I soon forgot about the camera, and to have it as an informal activity. This follows the procedures from the reading scheme we follow called reciprocal reading, it encourages children's reading comprehension skills using predicting, clarifying, questioning and summarizing. It gives the chance and opportunity to explore the text and develop the skill to understand certain words or phrases, to question what the text is about and how they interpret the story or text (Reading Rockets, 2024).
The next four steps of reflection can be linked together, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and action (Mind Tools, 2022). When reflecting I believe it's important to have good and bad points to take from the activity. Having something good will allow you to feel a sense of achievement understanding what worked well to bring forward as well as bad having the chance to better yourself and to change anything to improve for future. The points that I believe went well was the story I had chosen; it was by the author Onjali Q. Rauf, she is a fantastic author with current stories, ones that children can relate to. I felt that the story was appropriate and a good choice for my age range.  Her stories described as ‘filled with humour, heart and messages of hope’ (WOB, 2024). I had chosen the book Where magic grows and picked the story, Meany- Moany– Whiney Jo and the tiger with no tail from the book. I had chosen this book as they are all short stories with big meanings and because I only had five minutes to read to the children, I wanted something that was powerful enough that we could talk about as well as have a follow-on activity. I had read to four year six pupils; they have already read some of Onjalis storis and they were a big hit. The story was about a child that wasn't ever happy, never appreciating anything and how that can affect the people around her as well as herself. I wanted the children to understand what is important and that they must value and appreciate what they have, one of the children said somewhere to live, having people that love you, good friends. It almost was a reflective exercise for the children to sit and think about what they have. The story had a strong character in which the children could relate to with their age being more aware of their own behaviours as well as others around them, possible friends or older or younger siblings. I think having a conversation with older children opens discussions as well as interacting on the topic, having questions, as well as their own opinions which they can express. I believe a good text can open good oral skills.
Things I would improve, or change would be trying to control my voice try and not be so nervous, but I know it was going to be a struggle for me, speaking in front of people especially being recorded was always going to be a barrier for me, but I was happy with what I had done. I know I worked my self-up before, but I feel that once I got into the story, I did feel like my nerves did fade and I did relax, however if my nerves did go, I would have liked to use more expression and more eye contact engaging with the children, maintained a constant tone throughout, but with my own style of storytelling (Ingov, 2022). Another element I found hard was the time limit, to get into a story and have good interaction and to build the story I found hard doing all that in five minutes, I feel like I could have shown more from both myself reading the story and children engaging in the story and interacting if I had more time.
Overall, I was happy with how the activity went, I think it was just my own nerves that affected my performance, but I knew that would be something I would have to work on. I think the only way I would get better or more comfortable with public speaking would be to practice and build my confidence over time. Let the passion of reading cancel out my nerves. 
‘Tell a good story and a child’s imagination will leap across oceans and boundaries...the 	adult is critical in encouraging the child to make the journey of imagination.’ (Naidoo, 2006)
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