HPAR4011 Object Biography:  UWL-086 BB1 Dish C2AD Caerleon unstratified (Kay Woodhouse 2110818)
This is an object biography reflecting on a sherd of Black Burnished ware 1 (BB1) from Caerleon, Gwent, Wales. It will consider, after Koptoff,  the social lifecycle of the sherd and the movement between its place of production in Dorset to Caerleon, one of the three permanent Roman legionary fortresses in Britain. Caerleon has a long history of antiquarian and archaeological activity from at least the 1840s to date.  The sherd (Figure 1) is unstratified and undated so cannot be associated with any specific excavation so BB1. 
[image: ]
Figure 1: BB1 sherd and finds bag (personal collection, 2024).
Description
The sherd is identified as BB1, a type of coarse ware pottery synonymous with the Roman period in Britain. It is a complete profile incorporating lengths of both rim, body and base with a length of c110mm (Figure 2) and depth of c60mm (Figure 3). It weighs 79.3g.
[image: ]
Figure 2: BB1 sherd length (personal collection, 2024).
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Figure 3: BB1 sherd height (personal collection, 2024).

The everted rim is convex with a width of c17mm (Figure 4).
[image: ]
Figure 4: BB1 rim width (personal collection, 2024). 
The sherd has exterior decoration in the form of an irregular impressed or scored obtuse hatch pattern, indicating manual decoration versus the use of a pattern mould (Figure 5). The upright strokes in the hatch cover around 95% of the depth of the sherd.
[image: ]
Figure 5: BB1 sherd decoration (personal collection, 2024). 

The sherd shows minimal wear at the fracture points (Figure 6) but there are indications of either interior (Figure 7) and exterior (Figure 8) surface wear or alternatively varying depths or quality of burnish.
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Figure 6: BB1 sherd fracture points (personal collection, 2024). 

[image: ]
Figure 7: BB1 sherd exterior wear (colour enhanced) (personal collection, 2024). 
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Figure 8: BB1 sherd interior wear (colour enhanced) (personal collection, 2024). 

The sherd fabric has large, coarse inclusions (Figure 9).

[image: ] 
Figure 9: BB1 sherd inclusions (personal collection, 2024). 

The rim, interior and exterior body are all burnished as is the remaining element of the base. The burnish is black. There are no concentric rings consistent with a wheelthrown vessel indicating the vessel was hand made.
Provisional identification 
The sherd has been in the possession of the Archaeology Department at University of Wales Trinity St David, Lampeter for in excess of 25 years. The finds bag (Figure 1) attributes the sherd to Caerleon but is unstratified, no further information on its provenance is held by the University. Caerleon Roman fortress was established around AD 75 and was occupied until around AD 300, a vicus would have existed alongside the significant military base, it should not be assumed the sherd was in direct military use.
Provisional typology
The presence of a complete profile indicates the sherd is from a bowl, with the following dimensions:
	
	Percentage complete (cm)
	Diameter (cm)
	Circumference (cm)
	Depth (cm)

	Rim
	13.5
	25.0
	78.5
	

	Base
	11.0
	22.5
	70.5
	

	Body
	
	
	
	6.0



Scale impression of original bowl from sherd (Figure 10).

[image: ] 
Figure 10: Scale impression of bowl (personal collection, 2024).

BB1
‘A standard range of culinary vessel‐forms manufactured in two different fabrics and widely imitated. BB1 ... was black, gritty, handmade, mainly in Dorset, and widely distributed from c. AD 120 to the late 4th century AD.’ (Darvill, 2009, p. none). 
The clay used to produce BB1 had inclusions of quartz, shale, mica and iron ore resulting in a black or dark grey fabric. Petrological analysis of BB1 sherds and archaeological evidence of kiln sites place Poole harbour as the origin. 
The minerally distinctive clay may have given the pots properties to withstand thermal shock making them suitable for cooking, however detailed research has not been conducted in this area. 
There are numerous BB1 typologies principally bowls (including pedestalled, variety in rim type), jars (barrel shape, some with handles) and dishes (variety in rim type, some oval or with handles) less common are household items ie candlesticks, table legs. 
[bookmark: _Int_YuKuP92W][bookmark: _Int_LAdEZqgn][bookmark: _Int_3BJ5sxMx]Jars were only  burnished externally, bowls and dishes were burnished internally and externally. Varying finishes to pottery, changing over time, with early pottery burnished or smooth, sometimes slipped, later pots wiped. Burnish finish varies between shiny and highly polished. Commonly decorated with a lattice pattern. The pots are utilitarian and their status is unlikely to have changed over time.
Pottery production in Poole harbour existed as early as the Iron Age and continued until the 4th century. BB1 pottery itself was subject to typological change over time and was widely imitated in other regions. Durotrigian Iron Age pottery distribution from Poole harbour was regional, this distribution pattern changed for BB1.
BB1 became associated with the Roman army in the middle of the first century and was distributed to military sites in Devon, Dorset and to Caerleon. Concurrently there is evidence of civilian use in Dorset and Somerset. The distribution along existing communication routes transforms in the reign of Hadrian to include the northern frontier and lowland Britain, this is an irregular distribution pattern for pottery as it encompasses geographically distant sites in significant volumes. Potsherd.net (2014) maps the distribution pattern of BB1 in Britain (Figure 11) the map has been annotated in yellow to denote principal Roman military sites.  
 

[image: ] 
Figure 11: BB1 sherd distribution in Britain with principal Roman military sites (Potsherd.net, 2014. Annotated).
[bookmark: _Int_VsbwT3zc]The quality of BB1 pottery may have underpinned the change in distribution pattern but this is unlikely due to the absence of a greater depth of distribution of BB1 along existing Durotrigian supply routes. The irregular distribution may reflect an underlying contractual obligation to supply BB1 to Roman military units in a period where supply networks expanded into the north with the Roman expansion and there is some documentary evidence supporting this ie the Vindolanda tablets. However evidence of BB1 in nonmilitary setting forms over 50% of sites researched by Allen and Fulford (1996) which indicates additional factors influenced the irregular distribution of BB1.
[bookmark: _Int_1aj1tuWy]Poole harbour was a significant supply base for the Roman army in Britain, incorporating a range of imports from overseas to locally sourced products ie fish and oysters, marble, salt and pottery which were traded extensively into Britain and beyond, there is evidence of BB1 in Northern Europe.  In terms of scale it is estimated that the BB1 industry had an annual output of 1.28m to 1.66m pots employing 750 to 1000 potters employed on pot making alone. (Allen and Fulford, 1996)
It is unlikely that the individual industries were directly competing for production resources eg wood for fuel as this would have inflated finished goods prices. It is more probable that the industries co existed within a structural organisation where production and distribution were managed, potentially under the control of a military procurator (as opposed to military control). A procurator would guarantee that the Roman army was adequately provisioned for its expansion and continuation, BB1 would have featured within this wider institutional influence on economic activity. 
The primary function of some BB1 typologies ie jars may have been as carrier media for the transport of perishable goods, specifically salt for preserving meat and cheese and butter production and for use in other industries. This is unlikely for others ie bowls, these other typologies may however have compensated for the additional cost to supply distant customers. BB1 may have been transport media in some forms and the object of supply in others.  
Allen and Fulford (1996) hypothesise that concentrations of BB1 indicate its development was to meet the needs of both military and other consumers and that distribution expansion was linked to range rationalisation – an indication of an institutional influence where object cost was not a limitation on production or distribution. Local distribution may however have reflected the disposal of excess production beyond the requirements of the individual site military requirements. Potential evidence for this is in the BB1 distribution haloes around military sites. 
BB1 was distributed both by road and water. Figure 12 demonstrates the inferred distribution model for southern and western Britain.[image: ]
Figure 12 Distribution routes for BB1 (Allen and Fulford, 1996, pp. 256, illus.).
[bookmark: _Int_h3bPynKi]The BB1 transport route from Poole harbour to Caerleon would have incorporated road transport, requiring equids with or without carts probably to a departure point at Crandon Bridge (marked on map), a crossing over the Severn Estuary, up the River Usk directly to Caerleon which had tidal wharfage. 
BB1 presents a distribution paradox, it does not follow the distribution pattern of Iron Age pottery produced in Poole harbour, its irregular distribution across the Roman military network is matched by similar levels of distribution within nonmilitary environments. Its extensive production and distribution are intertwined with other trade coming out of Poole harbour, BB1 alone suggests a significant scale of operational organisation in Poole harbour controlling both production and distribution to service the Roman military whilst exploiting opportunities to market excess production to a wider demograph. There is no single either supply or demand led understanding of the distribution pattern of BB1, institutional forces, excess production and market economy appear to have influenced the BB1 dispersal. 
(1507 words)
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