

What is the history of counter terrorism in the United Kingdom and how has time and experience changed policy and procedures within the UK’s emergency services?
Introduction

The question of this dissertation is what is the history of counter terrorism in the United Kingdom and has time and experience changed policy and procedures within the UK’s emergency services? This dissertation is going to focus on 5 main objectives. 

1) Understand the roots of counter terrorism.

The Counter-Terrorism Act 2008 outlines what powers the police have in regard to dealing with terrorism and suspects of terrorism. Chapter 3 of the Act covers is what prosecution and punishment is available to the police depending on what the terrorist act is or was (Counter-Terrorism Act 2008). According to Counter Terrorism Policing (2024), counter terrorism policing is a combination of UK police forces who work closely with the UK intelligence community. To be able to fully understand how counter terrorism has changed throughout the years, it is important to know and understand the core history of the United Kingdom’s (UK) counter terrorism services and how the unit came about. To do this, extensive research will be carried out into the origins and role of counter terrorism within the emergency services. Every time the UK has been attacked, counter terrorist units have been challenged and changes have been made. Information and research will be obtained from reliable and trusted sources such as the College of Policing and Government sources. 






2) Analyse how different tactics were used during different conflicts/attacks.

Counter terrorism units have certain tactics that they will use in different situations. These methods and tactics have not been made up on the spot but have been drawn up from lessons learnt from previous terrorist attacks and events. After major terrorist events, there will be a report written on how the emergency services responded and what they could have done differently. The Home Office (2023) created a report after the Manchester Arena Bombing which highlighted the key issues with the response of the emergency services. To be able to effectively evaluate how effective tactics used by the counter terrorist units has been, multiple case examples of terrorist attacks will be researched and how the police handled these situations will be examined. From this, an analysis will be made into what the police did, what the outcome of their actions was and what could have been done differently. To do this, research will be carried out into 3 attacks that occurred within UK territories using sources such as Government reports and investigations conducted after the incident has occurred. News sources are not normally considered reliable; however, they may be used when it comes to timeline of events for certain attacks. These sources will be checked for how credible and reliable they are. 


3) Assess how effective the emergency services are when working together during terror incidents.

During terrorist incidents or attacks, the police are not the only service involved in the response. The Ambulance Service, Fire Service and the Police are the main frontline services that will be deployed to the scene of an attack. Each emergency service has many different roles designed to deal with different aspects of the job. For example, the police have firearms officers who are trained to deal with serious life-threatening incidents. The ambulance service has the Hazardous Area Response Team (HART) who work closely with other emergency services in the “hot zone” (South Western Ambulance Service 2024). The fire service has teams that specialise in rescuing victims in extremely difficult locations. When an incident occurs, a large number of emergency service workers from all sorts of backgrounds can be deployed to the scene and they must be able to support and work hand in hand with the other services on scene. This dissertation is going to look at past events and assess how well each of the emergency services worked together and what the outcome of each event was. This will look into how they communicated with each other, how they adjusted to each other’s working style and who took over command of the incident and how were the orders issued and followed.  



4) Investigate how counter terrorism has adapted and changed to keep up with modern terrorist tactics. 

Terrorist activities and tactics have changed throughout the year. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) were known to target homes and property belonging to the police or those loyal the British forces. This ranged from ambushing police or military conveys to using explosives against police stations and military barracks (Cowell-Meyers, Arthur 2024). However, in 2005 three Muslim extremists detonated 3 devices almost simultaneously across London’s transport networks, killing 52 people and injuring over 770 people (British Transport Police 2024). It can be seen from these two separate attacks that the tactics of terrorists had changed from targeting government forces to targeting civilians. The attack in 2005 proved that how the emergency services react to terrorist attacks needed to be changed. In the Intelligence and Security Committee’s report into the event, it was highlighted that one key issue that the emergency services faced was the fact that most of their radios did not work in the underground train networks (Murphy 2006). After the report was released, many changes were made such as emergency workers would be provided with updated radios which would work in underground networks. There will be more in-depth research into how counter terrorist units have been forced to adapt and change how they operate due to past experience and lessons learnt. To do this, academic sources such as government reports and inquiries will be used to identify key changes in the response to these events. 


5) Explore what new methods, procedures and policies are being brought into place over the next several years.
As terrorism changes and adapts over time, the police and counter terrorism must also change and adapt. The Policing Vision 2025 states that terrorism is becoming more “fragmented and harder to combat” (National Police Chiefs Council 2016). The world is forever changing and moving more and more towards technology which is making it more difficult to tackle crimes such as terrorism. The Director General of MI5 Ken McCallum has stated that “far too many cases where very young people are being drawn into poisonous online extremism” (Security Service 2024). Whereas terrorism used to rely on individuals or groups meeting up at an undisclosed location, most terrorism and extremism now originates online. Counter terrorism officers have had to adapt to this drastic change and develop new tactics to stop these threats before any action takes place. A good example of this is the use of channel panels. If a local authority such as a school identify that someone is at risk of being corrupted by extremism, they can be referred to a local channel panel where they will be offered support and guidance to steer them away from extremist groups (Home Office 2023). This dissertation will explore into more depth what new methods are being used to tackle terrorism and what policies and procedures are being brought in to counter new threats. 
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