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For this assignment, I was asked to pick a traditional tale which we think would encourage the learning of children in Key Stage 2 (KS2). I have decided that my focus would be on the tale of Little Red Riding Hood. I believe that this traditional tale would encourage the children’s learning as well as their awareness of the world around them. I intend to use a cross-curricular approach to encourage further development and help learning occur in ‘real’ and relevant contexts (Griggs, 2015; pg 48) while taking into consideration the possible negative outcomes of this method of teaching. This essay will be used to explain the ways in which Little Red Riding Hood can be used to make resources and develop lesson ideas, encourage development within KS2 and use a cross-curricular approach to benefit the children in a Key Stage Two setting. The resources that I have planned will be used for a Year Three or Four class because I think that this topic will be a good transitional topic as well as a good way to get the children involved in deciding what they want to learn. 
The first activity I have chosen is a comprehension which has been adapted to the different abilities in the class. The children will be asked to decide if they want the easy, medium or hard task with the teacher encouraging them to try the harder one. The class would then get separated into their groups and work together to read and answer the questions using full sentences. This would be beneficial to the children as the National curriculum states that the children should be able to ‘read aloud using punctuation to aid expression’ (Welsh government, 2015; pg 6). This activity can then be enhanced to allow the children to complete a creative writing task or a drawing/ sculpture which is based on the story, allowing the children to develop their creativity and expression. This resource can be used to encourage the children’s development through the use of the Hierarchical cross-curricular learning as reinforces the use of expressive arts and language, literacy and communication areas of learning, allows the children to become ‘ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives’ (Donaldson, 2015; pg 29). This activity will use a theme- based cross-curricular approach, which can be difficult for the teacher to complete as the tasks could become repetitive and the links between the subjects may be tenuous (Griggs, 2015; pg 48). However, the use of this comprehensive activity also allows the children to learn deeply and be engaged fully- including the children’s heart, mind, body, and soul, as explained in Johnson’s article about ‘Why cross-curricular teaching is essential’ (2014). 
My next resource is a postcard from a character within the story Little Red Riding Hood. The task will be to read the character’s postcard and identify what problem the character is facing. The children will then decide what they think the character should do to solve their problems and write it into a postcard that would be given to the character. This would encourage the children to develop their reading skills and their thinking skills as the postcard will contain a real- life problem which will let the children face typical life problems and how to solve them in an interactive way. The children would also be able to develop their writing skills as the National curriculum for Wales (Welsh government, 2015; pg 11) states that in Year Three the children should be able to ‘use an increasingly imaginative vocabulary’ all of which must be topic relevant. The use of imaginative vocabulary would be beneficial since Vygotsky’s book states that, ‘Imagination and Creativity in Childhood’ (2014, pg 11), he states that ‘creativity is an essential condition for existence and all that goes beyond the rut of routine and involves innovation’, therefore showing the necessity for developing creativity.  Although the use a theme-base cross-curricular activity may be seen as having a lack of ‘coherence’ and ‘depth’, the use of cross-curricular within this activity would encourage child development as it gives ‘opportunities for a more creative curriculum, tailored to the interests and needs of pupils’ (Griggs, 2015; pg 48).  
Another resource which I find will benefit the children’s learning would be the use of Bee-bots and maps. This resource will be used to develop the children’s understanding of maps through helping Little Red Riding Hood get to Grannies house without getting caught by the Wolf. This method of learning is supported by Piaget, as he believes that children are ‘active learners’ and that children learn best through discovery and practical activities. The use of Bee-bots will enforce cross-curricular learning as children will learn both DT, through learning about coding, and geography. Once the children have completed the original task, they will be given the chance to explore the ways of coding a Bee-bot, once they feel comfortable with using the code, the children will be tasked to create a way for their Bee-bots to ‘carry’ the picnic to Granny’s house. If they fail, then the wolf would eat the picnic! Although cross-curricular activities can be challenging for a teacher as theme- based work cannot always be marked or commented on, there are also beneficial outcome of using cross- curricular, there are some benefits to the children when a cross-curricular approach is used. This is stated by Barnes (2015; pg 65) as he believes that ‘the best cross- curricular projects combine the promotion of creative thinking with the maintenance of disciplinary rigour and challenge’
I would give the children a word search to complete, this would be beneficial to the children as the National Curriculum for Wales states that children in Year Three must be able to ‘use vocabulary related to the topic or subject content’ (2015; pg). Once the children have completed this, they will be given templates of word searches and crosswords which they will use to create their own activities which are based around the story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. This would encourage the children to use key terms and extend their vocabulary. After some of the children complete their own puzzles, they will swap work and try to complete it. This activity can be adapted towards the children with additional learning or English second language as the activity would be supervised. Although the children will have supervision, the aim of the task would be to use Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal development to discover what the children can do with ease and what the can do with help from a ‘more knowledgeable other.’ This activity would be followed by a character thought lesson as the children would use the key terms that they used in their puzzles to create conversations between the characters; leading to an acting activity where the children would bring the characters to life and develop their knowledge of the outside world and the consequences of their actions to recreate the story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood.’ This task would be used as a cross-curricular activity as the children would be encouraged to enhance their English writing skills, thinking skills and their creative ideas. Although it may be difficult to balance the links between subjects, Cross-curricular subjects are beneficial for children in KS2 because it would ‘make the curriculum more manageable’ (Griggs, 2015; pg 48).
The next resource is a Choices and Decisions acting activity. Within this task, the children will be given a role from the story and be put into scenarios that the characters from Little Red Riding Hood had to face and they will be asked to decide as a group on the best solution for it, an example of this being deciding whether or not to stop and talk to the wolf, this would allow the children to learn about the concepts of ‘stranger danger’. This will encourage the children to develop an understanding of that choices and decisions have consequences, as shown through the seven themes of the Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizens (YMCA wales community college). This task will also allow the children to develop on their existing knowledge of right and wrong as well as allowing them to find a resolution. Once the children know what the task is, they will be allowed to complete the task in the Outdoor play area as it will make the story and characters seem realistic as well as allowing them to use their full imagination. The use of the outdoor environment would be beneficial as Estyn (2016:2017; pg 15) stated that ‘Active learning approaches and the use of the outdoor learning environment are helping pupils, particularly boys, to be more engaged in their learning.’ The use of a cross-curricular approach to teaching the children would be beneficial as Barnes (2015; pg 260) states that ‘The world beyond the classroom is cross-curricular’, therefore using a cross-curricular approach both enhances the amount learned during one activity as well as preparing the children for the world around them. However, there are some challenges that this approach faces, as stated by Griggs (2015; pg 48) there is a challenge of ensuring ‘progression and assessments of subject skill’.
[bookmark: _GoBack]My final resource is getting the children to make ‘WANTED!’ posters for the characters in the book. This will encourage the children to develop their thinking skills and ‘stimulate their imaginations in ways that engender excitement, are personally fulfilling and foster creative thinking’ (Donaldson, 2015; pg 28). Within this task the children will be able to develop their writing skills as well as allowing them to develop a sense of colour and shape as they draw the picture to match their descriptions. Using a cross-curricular approach can be risky as if too many ‘links were often made between too many subjects, and little sense of progression or subject record keeping was possible’ (Barnes, 2015; pg 275). However, Griggs believes that using a cross-curricular approach ‘Fits in with notions of ‘holistic’, ‘natural’ and ‘experiential’ learning; in keeping with children’s cognitive development and view of the world’ (2015; pg 48). 
In conclusion, the use of the tale ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ will be beneficial in a Key Stage Two setting as the children are able to develop their listening, reading, writing and speaking skills through independent and group tasks along with the teacher’s encouragement. The theme of Little Red Riding Hood also allows the children to enhance their imagination and thinking skills through the child- led sections within the activities. Another skill that the children will develop from this tradition tale is using and understanding a map. The use of the resources based on this story would also promote the Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship through the children’s knowledge, about the world they live in, being enhanced. Additionally, the use of the story will encourage a range of theme-based cross-curricular approaches in the children’s learning; encouraging them to learn about multiple subjects within the one task. Using a cross-curricular approach is permitted by Kerry (2011) as he mentions the need for lessons to flow together and later goes on to state that ‘Subjects are taught differently but shared skills need to be applied’.
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