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• Researchers have a duty of care towards  
– Themselves and their host institutions/ funding bodies 

– Wider society 

– Human participants in their research 

 

• Any research that involves human subjects is 
responsible to the subjects and to the wider 
society for ensuring that certain human rights 
are protected. 
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Harm to participants 

• If there is a likelihood that participants will 
be harmed by research then this would be 
regarded as unacceptable 

– Researchers need to assess risks entailed in 
research 

– If potential risks are identified, they need to 
put measures in place that minimise these 



Informed consent 

• It is expected that all research participants will 
be informed as to the nature of the research and 
that they will be given the opportunity to decline 
or withdraw from participation at any point.   

• Covert research strategies contravene this 
principle and there is a significant debate around 
this area.  
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• In the case of people regarded as unable 
to give informed consent (e.g. children, 
people with mental health disability, the 
seriously ill etc.), consent from a proxy (eg 
parents, doctors) is required. 



Invasion of privacy 

• This is linked to the notion of informed 
consent; the researcher must respect the 
participant’s privacy at all times and not 
be intrusive in any respect.



Confidentiality 

• Information regarding individuals must be treated in 
confidence and their identities kept out of the public 
domain.  

• All documentation and data should be kept within a 
secure environment and kept only for the duration 
of the research project.   

• The publication of research material should always 
be conducted with respect for the confidentiality of 
research participants.   

• If necessary, continued permission should be 
obtained. 



• Researchers should be honest in their 
dealings with participants and deception 
should be avoided.  (This is disputed by 
researchers who wish to conduct covert 
projects or test attitudes that could not be 
tested if the nature of the study was 
known.) 
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• British Sociological Association – 
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/media/27107/Stateme
ntofEthicalPractice.pdf 

  

• Association of Social Anthropologists – 
http://www.theasa.org/ethics.shtml 

 


