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The Donaldson Report – Successful Futures
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Professor Graham Donaldson’s report was set out by the Government to look at a new curriculum and assessment arrangements for Wales which would be used throughout schools by 2021. The reason for the report was for each child and young person to be able to benefit from the curriculum as best as they can and to prepare them for future life. The report contained six “areas of learning and experiences”, as well as three cross-curriculum responsibilities, ranging from pupil’s age 3-16, from foundation phase to key stage 4 in GCSE’s. The main target audience of the report was teachers and practitioners, local authorities, employers and the welsh government. 
Summary
The impact that report is bidding to develop, are learners who are eager, ambitious and willing to learn in the classroom. It also offers to grow a society with confident, healthy individuals who are willing to make the most out of their lives, becoming valued citizens of Wales (Wales online, 2017). There has been a lot of confusion coming from the national assembly’s education committee about the work following the report and have concerns over the confusion that pupils may faces through the transition of two very different types of curricula, which will impact their way of working in the classroom  (Wales online, 2017).
The Review
The Donaldson report set out a review from March-December 2014, where a review team attended over 60 schools, speaking to staff and pupils from gaining rich evidence which would affect the review. A main finding from the review was that young people wanted the education to put an increasing focus on social competences such as building confidence and skills for future life, with classes to be more fun and practical where pupils could engage more. Support comes from the WISERD report, suggesting ‘these views were also reflected in response to call for evidence’ (Successful Futures, 2015).
Progression steps
A key policy found throughout the Donaldson report is the replacement of key stages with “progression steps” as it would contribute to more consistent basis for learning, teaching and assessment (Wales online, 2017). However, a committee of AM’s have argued that it is facing difficulties in the way it is being put into practice and that parts of the new curriculum were not making as much progress as they expected (BBC, 2017). The report claims that “progression steps would provide a more clear understanding to teachers and parents as well as a guide for pupils. A head teacher from a primary school Swansea was interviewed and seemed more than happy to welcome the new curriculum and assessment arrangements into schools, furthermore, he noted that it was worth considering that the majority of the workforce in schools have only experienced our existing curriculum and the effects it has on assessment (Wales online, 2016).
Six “Areas of learning and experience/ Cross-curriculum responsibilities 
The main structure that the new curriculum will impact on the existing national curriculum, is that it will now have six “areas of learning and experience”, in order to signal the importance of young people’s educational experience. The six areas include; expressive arts, humanities, language, mathematics and science technology. According to the report, the impact this will have is ‘broadening young people’s horizons, stimulate imagination and promote enjoyment in learning’ (Successful Futures, 2015). Moreover, AM’s on the education committee have been examining the process of Donaldson’s recommendations, with AM Ms Neagle, claiming that the government need to make a plan if the new curriculum does not go as well as planned through the Pioneer Schools networks. Even though the report has been viewed as a huge step forward for the education system in Wales, the education committee see that there is a lot of hard work that needs to be done (Wales online, 2017).
The report has also introduced, as part of the new curriculum, three “cross-curriculum responsibilities” these include, literacy, numeracy and digital competence. Donaldson claims that digital competence framework is just as important as literacy and numeracy and should be welcomed into al classrooms.  A big concern for the new curriculum is the ‘pace of progress and timescale for delivery’.  However, the welsh government claims that the approach that Donaldson has taking in his report, is the correct approach in developing the new curriculum. Concerns have been raised from the pioneer schools, claiming that there is no clear goal as of yet, from the report (BBC, 2017). School watchdog Estyn, supported this by saying that a clear action plan is now needed and that the pace of progress needs to be made faster (Wales online, 2017).
Conclusion
To conclude, we can see that the report has faced many challenges in trying to bring in the new curriculum and assessment arrangements for schools in Wales. There has been many positives with the Welsh government seeing the report going in the right direction and head teachers from schools, willing to take a step back and seeing what the new curriculum has to offer for pupils and the impact it will have on their future. However, the education committee have suggested to the government, that they need to offer ‘stronger strategic leadership’ for the review to be put into practice (BBC, 2017).  Schools inspectorate Estyn suggests that the pace of the progress needs to be increased and for things to start moving quicker. Furthermore, teachers from schools would like to see a more clear view of the report and to be told exactly what the final model for the new curriculum will look like (BBC. 2017).
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