Assignment

How does classical criminology inform evidence-based Policing?
Drug Crime 
Evidence based policing is commonly based on the principles of trying to identify the best possible evidence available to make decisions within policing, this involves applying the best evidence available to reduce crimes and in order to keep the public free of harm. Evidence based policing uses classical criminology theorys when making these decisions. ‘to improve the safety and well-being of the people by promoting measures to prevent crime, harm and disorder’ (Independent Police Commission 2015:31)
In 18th century, philosophers such as Cesare Beccaria came up with the classic criminology theory, he believed that people would make choices to commit offences based on the decision of free will and to benefit their own needs and utility's and the idea of committing certain offences was to minimise their own pain I.e. Drug dealing to make  money, which led to people acting out of ‘free will’ to make these criminal choices, known as the ‘Pain-Pleasure principal’. 
“Cesare Beccaria considered that criminals owe a ‘debt’ to society and proposed that punishments should be fixed strictly in proportion to the seriousness of the crime” (An Introduction to Criminological Theory – 2018 Roger Hopkins Burke). 
If a punishment for a crime is greater than the original reason to commit the crime, then this acts as a deterrent – Gives the individual fear of the consequences. Beccaria hoped that if an individual seen the punishment for the crimes, he/she would be less likely to commit the crime again OR this would discourage others to committing the same offences/crimes knowing the outcome that come with it. 
With the cost of living on the uprise many individuals and families are finding themselves struggling to cover everyday bills and put food on the table for their children, this has always been an issue within the more deprived areas that lack opportunity, but you can now find many working-class people in more privileged areas feeling the pinch and finding it difficult to make ends meet, their only option is to commit crimes where fast money can be made, with drug related crimes on the rise. 
“Andy Cooke, the chief inspector of constabulary, warned in May that the economic crisis will lead to rising crime. He said: “The impact of poverty, and the impact of lack of opportunity for people, does lead to an increase in crime. There is no two ways about that.”  (The Mirror –Tom Pettifor Oct 2022) 
Assumptions from classical theorists suggest that criminals do use rational choice decisions when planning to commit crimes, meaning that criminals have a choice when plotting there schemes. Drug crime motivation for drug use is usually personal – to gain satisfaction. People will depend on the use of drugs to get that ‘fix’ or desired effect. The People who usually commit Drug Crime are motivated by the faster and higher income it can bring in– whether its growing, Dealing or transportation to make that big money. More than any 9 to 5 employment opportunity can offer! 
‘If easy opportunities are curtailed, people will not always be on the lookout to for ways to benefit themselves legally’ (Crime Opportunity theories 2011, Felson & Clarke 1998)


Classical theorists have focused on laws that will influence people to think twice about the decisions they make and serve a deterrent to stop people who may yet have committed a crime not to do so OR specific deterrence will make offenders Re-think about committing the same crime again.
A well-used model used in policing is SARA, (Scanning, analyse, response, assessment)  is used widely when looking at the connections This model was founded by Eck & Spellman (1987) Goldstein (1979) - who put this model in place to address and identify why things are going wrong and address underlying issues that cause crimes.
Scanning
Identifying the problem as to why these drug crimes are committed within a community gives a more understanding of what needs to be done to prevent these crimes from happening. This may involve looking at statistics within the area, Asking the community itself and speaking direct to the community.
Analyse
 If drug dealing and drug related crimes are happening more so between the hours of 3pm-5pm when colleges finish, is there more foot patrol or CCTV available in the perimeter to try and reduce these crimes from happening OR is this because these youth dealing drugs have no alternative activities to do so in the local area that will give them a more positive influence and guidance.
Response
Setting up community youth clubs, organising beneficial talks within schools in the hot spot areas are examples of responses to try and reduce the problem.
Assessment
This is checking to see how effective the response has been. Hopefully crime rates will have reduced and less problems in the targeted areas are reoccurring.

Targeting Hotspot areas is also a method that policing use to try and decrease the level of crime within certain smaller areas rather than targeting a wider range. This links in with both classic criminology theories and theories used today. ‘The goal is for potential offenders to feel that offending is riskier in these areas. This is due to the belief that police enforcement could increase at any moment’ (Sherman, 1990). Two main approaches to Hot Spots are known as POP (problem-orientated policing) with using this method we are looking at the main problems within and the main reasons as to why the crime is being committed.  Increased Police presence – which is aimed at reducing the risk of crime happening by allocating more resources within an specific area or place. If more foot patrol police are active in a high crime area, then offenders may think twice before committing the crime. This is both the Deterrence theory and crime opportunity theory. When an individual wants to commit a crime, they will look at the most suitable targets and places suitable to do so. Drug dealers may look at quiet locations such as alley ways or parks with less visibility and crowds for their dealing to take place, by Increasing stop and search and monitoring CCTV the offender is more likely to commit offences with a higher risk of being caught.



EBP has its advantages and disadvantages. Due to EBP using evidence-based research, this takes away the opinions and involvement of people which could be seen as a advantage, but equally the research itself may not be sufficient to use. The procedures put in place will only be as good as the evidence found, some evidence may be insufficient or void.























