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Research Question A critical analysis on whether UK legislation is effective at protecting victims of domestic abuse.

Literature Review 
This research project was ignited due to the outstandingly high percentage presented by the Home Office (2014) of respondents in the United Kingdom concluding that current legislation does not create enough protection for victims of domestic abuse. The Office for National Statistics (2022) calculates that on average 5% of the population of adults in England and Wales each year report cases of domestic abuse. 
The progression of legislation is so important because before January 2022, abusers were still allowed to contact with associated children of the victim and the abuser. CPS (2022) write that this is no longer allowed as the reform of s3 Domestic Act 2021 conveys that associated children under the age of eighteen will be treated as primary victims. This shows this importance of reform, not only would child arrangements between a victim and abuser would be practically difficult but also physically and mentally difficult for the victim to have to face her abuser. Obstacles like childcare and housing arrangements are big challenges that victims must face. There is legislation put in place such as occupation orders which can be found in the Family Law Act 1996 to allow victims the right to their home. On the contrary, this legislation only helps those who can afford a solicitor or are able to apply for occupation orders by themselves. The main problem here is that legal aid is not often awarded to those who need it and therefore the legislations put in place to help them are useless to them. 
Only one in five victims of domestic abuse report it to the police according to the Home Office (2022), this then correlates to why so many victims never reach the justice system. Many factors contribute to this, one being the lack of faith that victims have in the judicial system. Many believe that life will be made worse by reporting abuse to the authorities such as written by Birchall and Choudhry (2022) who conveys the experiences of a women suffering by telling her story. The Home Office (2022) also offers the contact information for support groups for early intervention. However, does this offer enough protection for victims as it is only early intervention and does not support those who have reached full crisis. 
The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 has a list of criteria that names a situation domestic abuse. However, what happens to the victims that are experiencing abuse that is not listed as the criteria needed to report this crime. It is stated that they must be personally connected and can be a single incident. But when you explore the more unusual cases it is asked who cares for them? 


Method 
AimThe aim of the study is to investigate whether current legislation is protecting victims of domestic abuse or if it is causing them more harm. Furthermore, to identify possible reforms to legislation that will insure the protection of victims.


 Objective(s)· OB1 – Identify the prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales and the needs of victims.
· OB2- Assess current legislation that protects victims from domestic abuse.
· OB3- Evaluate public perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation. (+ reforms of the current legislation)


 DesignA mixed methodology would be used for the primary data in this project. This is because quantitative questions will focus the aim of the survey but will be followed by qualitative questions to address the participants true thoughts and feelings on each matter. The findings will guide the research part of the project on showing the perception of the public’s view on the protection of victims of domestic abuse. 


Sample The primary research will consist of probabilistic sampling as it will be a random selection of participants (University of Bath, 2023). The use of random sampling ensures a large sample is formed, Andrade (2020) conveys that this method allows for more accurate and concise results. Participants of all genders, ethnicities, backgrounds, and ages, that are over 18, will be used in this sample to create unbiased sample.   



Ethics: Confidentiality and informed consent are the main ethical issues. Participants personal information will not be disclosed in any of the research and only their answers to the questions will be included and evaluated. Having informed consent is vital as the participants must know that their opinions will be anonymously published within the dissertation (Kelley et al, 2003). Participants also have the right to withdraw from the survey at any time.


 AnalysisWhen all the data is collected, the thoughts and opinions of the participants will be used to show the trend of what public perception is of protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse. This is because it will potentially reveal that there is a lot less protection and resources to victims than the public perceive. Therefore, the need for reform is valid.


Proposed Timeline Marhaben et al (2012) states that creating a timeline will structure the process of writing a dissertation by giving small goals to aim for, making the project seem more manageable. Working on small aims allows a person to write consistent good quality work for the whole project. 


	Friday 20th October
	Proposal and ethics form due 

	Friday 10th November 
	Introduction due 

	Friday 8th December 
	Literature review due 

	Friday 9th February
	Research methodology due 

	Friday 22nd March 
	Analysis of results due 

	March/April
	Submit a draft 

	Friday 19th April
	Conclusions and recommendations due 

	Tuesday 7th May
	Final submission 



Anticipated Outcomes This research project intends to create possible reforms to current legislation. This is because the current legislation has many flaws which need to be highlighted and amended. The main aim is to show that when victims are exposed in any way to their abusers or left defenceless, they are in real danger. There are many steps in stopping contact with an abuser, whether that is harassment orders or occupation orders, but there is no protection for the victim in between these steps. 
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