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The aim of this assignment is to understand the different historical theories surrounding criminology, why criminals choose to offend and whether these historical theories are still relevant today. It will also look at contemporary crimes and understand how these theories could be applied to them. Roufa (2020) explains that criminology is a type of sociology which studies human behaviour, interactions and organisation. Criminology is not just the study of crime itself but also its roots socially as well as its impact on society. Roufa (2020) adds that the main aim of criminology is to understand the key causes of criminal activity as well as developing effective and tolerant ways of preventing crime. These aims have developed different schools of thought within criminological theory, with each one looking at the different factors that exist within deviant behaviour. 

The school of thought that will be discussed in this assignment is the theory of left realism as well as its application to the London Riots in 2011. Thompson (2018) explains that left realism was developed in the 1980s by John Lea and Jock Young, in retaliation to criticism towards the Marxist approach to crime, believed to be romanticising work class crime. Thompson (2018) describes how Lea and Young identified three causes of crime; relative depravation, subculture and marginalisation. Webber (2003) writes how relative deprivation refers to the perception of deprivement of something is a reason for why people both young and old, who live in a deprived area do not take part in criminal activity and why some do. Webber (2003) continues by explaining that relative deprivation is not about aspirations being obstructed, but where expectation of gaining something, including material goods, a good career or respect is obstructed.  The theory of subcultures refers to typically working class, male youths with their behaviour being contrary to that of society. Subcultures can be connected with things such as music, clothing or language with an example of subcultures being Mods and Rockers in the 1960s. Nwalozie (2015, pg.6) quotes Cohen (1955) who suggests that groups of male youths created subcultures, with its values, behaviour and expectations contradict society’s dominant culture. Subcultures develop when youths from lower socio-economic backgrounds found it difficult to achieve success. This can be compared to those from middle class backgrounds, who had advantaged academic backgrounds. The inability to be successful furthered the development of subcultures, where status enhancement and success could be found. Cohen (1955) further explains that these subcultures denied middle class values including courtesy and academic success and as a result, Cohen (1955) believes that delinquent subcultures are malicious, negativistic and non- utilitarian, being used by youths as retaliations towards the current status quo. Mowat (2015) reports that marginalisation exists in many different ways within society, including those who are disenfranchised through poverty or area, as well as due to other factors including race, sexual orientation or personal circumstances, such as children of refugees or immigrants. Based on these different factors of left realism and their links to criminal behaviour, it can be seen how they can be linked to incidents of social unrest and crime such as the London riots due to the participants feeling that they do not belong to the dominant social status quo and incidents of poverty, social exclusion and feelings of hopelessness amongst certain communities strengthening these feelings.

The theory of left realism can be linked with strain theory and the explanation of different social classes and offending. Brezina (2017) explains how Robert Merton provided the first modern version of strain theory and found that in the America, the culture of the ‘American dream’ encourages everyone, no matter their current circumstances, to aim of personal success, focusing on material and monetary success, despite opportunities for achieving this being unfairly distributed within society. Brezina (2017) also writes how Merton observed the inequalities within the US which developed barriers to success for many people from low socio- economic backgrounds. The unequal social structure and the culture of generating personal wealth is believed to create strain within society, and when people from disadvantaged backgrounds accept the culture of financial success but without means to reach it, faith in the value of ‘hard work’ and living by the accepted norms of society is lost, with Merton believing that there are different ways that communities may cope with this strain, such as developing financial success through crime such as thefts or drug sales. Strain theory was further developed in the second half of the 20th century by Robert Agnew. Carey (2016) argues that before Agnew’s updated strain theory, strain theory was unable to explain offences including sexual assault, drug use and domestic violence, as people do not commit these offences to achieve a financial goal. The revised strain theory provided an explanation of these offences as a way of coping, although illegally, for the failure to achieve an aim, an example of this being that if a man’s aim was to have sexual intercourse with a woman but was refused, he was resort to sexual assault in order to meet this aim. Cary (2016) quotes Agnew (1992) who explains that in order to provide a more complete explanation to criminal offences, two more sources of strain can be seen, these being the removal of positive stimuli and confrontation of a negative stimuli. Agnew (1992) provides examples of this including the loss of employment being the removal of a positive stimuli as a loss of something valuable to them, and a confrontation of a negative stimuli being a student who must face a bully each day at school. In both scenarios, the negative emotions caused by these strains may result in an individual committing criminal acts as a way of coping with emotions.  One could argue that these choices to commit criminal acts for whichever reason, with failure to meet ones goals in the case of left realism and strain theory could be linked with the school of Classicism, as developed by Jeremy Bentham who, as described by Wickert (2020), believed that people are of free will and responsible for their own choices and actions as a result, and that they are able to rationally weigh up the risks of the offence and the potential rewarding outcome, despite external factors that may influence these choices including poverty and social status. 
Bernam (2014) writes how Mark Duggan was shot and killed by the police on the 4th of August 2011. Following a peaceful protest on the 6th of August, organised by the friends and family of Duggan, the initial outbreaks of public disorder began. On the 7th and 8th of August, there continued to be outbreaks of rioting not only in London, but also in Liverpool, Bristol and Birmingham. Despite the rioting in London being mainly supressed by the 9th of August, there were further incidents of unrest outside London. It could be stated that in the case of the Tottenham riots, the main factor of the riot was the perceived feelings of racism towards black and ethnic minorities in London by the police and the government, resulting in feelings of anger and resentment by these communities. This is supported by Morell and Scott (2011) who states that there were youths whose involvement in the riots developed into looting, which was believed to be an expression of anger towards the system and the police and as a result, was not about the financial value of good taken. Morell and Scott (2011) provide an example of this, explaining that one young person arrested by the police talking about violence towards the police and then moving on to loot large chain stores. Morell and Scott (2011) also add that they young people involved in the riots believed that getting a job was going to be difficult due to increased unemployment in the area, despite knowing people who had been made unemployed but still wanted to work. It can also be seen that studying the local opportunities described by young people in the area, with many people being unemployed since leaving school, employment opportunities seem bleak. As a result, the people involved felt like that had nothing to lose by being involved. Mills (2011), who compares life in for affluent Richmond to Tottenham, writes that within Tottenham, almost a quarter of people have no qualifications compared to only 4% of those in Richmond as well as a quarter of 5 to 15-year-olds in Richmond attending private schools, with the national average being less than 7%. In addition to this, there is 3 times more social housing in Tottenham than in Richmond. Mills (2011) concludes by explaining that despite there being poorer people who do not commit criminal activities, most criminologist will state that people more likely to engage in the behaviour seen during the riots, are those will very little to lose and the people with little to lose, lived in areas on London where rioting occurred. 
Stott and Reicher (2019) argue that while there is no straight forwards reason behind the riots, after 2008, where bankers were viewed to face no repercussions for the financial crash while poorer people lost services and benefits due to austerity, feelings of injustice prevailed. Stott and Reicher (2019) also explain that the 2011 riots emerged due to a combination of economic and social policies (with riots more likely to happen in poorer areas) different policing policies (riots more likely to happen in areas with greater rates of stop and search), as well as failure to engage with the community before and following Duggan’s death. Lewis (2011) reports that the main issue of the riots were poor relations with the police as well as a feeling of lack of respect and anger to what was believed to be discriminatory treatment. The issue of this resentment was police use of stop and search, which was considered to be unfairly aimed and typically carried out in an aggressive and impolite manner. Lewis (2011) continues by explaining that the evidence supports that the rioters were typically from poorer areas and analysis of over 1,000 court records supports that 59% of the rioters came from the poorest 20% of areas in the UK, with additional analysis. For many, the key issue was being unemployed. One looter explained that if he had a job, he would be there now and not row. Lewis (2011) also shows evidence of the motivation of money during the riots and one young rioter who says that “the rioting, I was angry. The looting, I was excited. Because, just money. I don’t know, just money-motivated. Everything that we done was just money-motivated”. One could argue that this is clear evidence in support of the theory of left realism as the participants of the riots openly explain that the reason for their participation is due a perceived unfairness in society as well as the aim of financial or material rewards. 
The effect of western consumerist culture and its connections to the riots in 2011 can be described by Kulakowska (2015) who argues that the rioting demonstrated conformity to the underlying values of consumer culture. The acquisitive moment was characterised by looting shops selling electrical goods, sporting equipment and designer clothing, and was labelled as an angry retaliation to the socially deprived displaying their inclusion in the consumerist culture. Kulakowska (2015) also adds that items that were most sought after were viewed as symbols of high social status, this being a sign of a desired identity. It could be stated that while many believe that the behaviour of the rioters was an act against the consumerist culture with poorer communities find themselves excluded from, the looters demonstrated a desire to be part of this culture by looting high value items that would make this possible, including designer clothing and electrical goods. The understanding that a leading factor behind the 2011 riots was the exclusion of many poorer, black communities from the dominant consumer culture can be supported by Solomos (2011) who states that one of the dominant themes in the media coverage of the riots concentrated on issues including looting and the belief that they were ‘consumer society riots’. Sections of the media picked up on the theme of the riots as an expression of rampant consumerism, and the understanding that those involved engaged in looting. Solomos (2011) explains that the work of Sociologist Zygmunt Bauman was cited as evidence that the riots were essentially the result of the growth of social inequality in a context where youths felt left out of consumerist culture 
Mehta (2020) discusses MP David Lammy, who explains that being the governments most prominent and successful campaigners for social justice, Lammy understands the effects of police brutality protests. Lammy’s constituency of Tottenham, where the killing of Mark Duggan took place, as well as its racial controversy resulted in the Tottenham riots, this being the most severe episode of civil unrest in a generation. Mehta (2020) quotes Lammy who explains that after being stopped and searched by the police whilst wearing a hoodie, he understands the distrust that black males wearing hoodies is endemic in the UK, and this distrust that triggers violence towards black males is the same distrust that criminalises them. You are almost 9 times more likely to be stopped and searched if you are black, despite the fact that drugs are less likely to be found. Lammy adds that the media uses the hoodie as a way of supporting what being black means; disorder, threat and crime. As a result, despite black people deciding what to wear, society decides how they dress, as a thuggish brute, with the image of the black male wearing a hoodie as a violent criminal being pervading the public consciousness. The BBC (2011) also quotes David Lammy who argues that more needs to be done to help a ‘workless core’ at the centre of British society, and believes that the Government must guarantee ‘meaningful jobs’ for young people unemployed for over a year’, although despite this, one member of the riot victims panel believed that many feel as if they can choose whether to work or not. The BBC also quotes Shaun Bailey, a youth worker and former Conservative Parliamentary candidate who feels that there is a social aspect to being unemployed. When you are in employment, you are much less likely to be involved in crime as you are busy and because you are employed, you understand that people have worked for something and do not want to take it from them. Lammy continues by arguing that being employed and having a job, day after day, builds character and creates a sense of worth.
Despite evidence suggesting that these riots were mainly the result of feelings of social exclusion, racism and poverty, which supports the theory of left realism, the Government response to the riots suggest that many participated in the riots to commit acts of violence for the sake of it. In a speech by the Prime Minister, David Cameron (2011), he declares that the thugs seen during the riots do not represent young people. Cameron also argues that the riots were not about race as the perpetrators were also white, nor where they about poverty as millions of people in lower socio- economic circumstances would not act like this, they were about people showing indifference to right and wrong, people with a twisted moral code and people with a complete absence of self-restraint. Despite the response by the Prime Minster, A Government response to the riot report (2013) reading that following the review of social policy, the government published their Strategy for Social Justice in 2012, which develops existing programmes. Social Justice is about providing people and families facing disadvantages the support and ability to turn their lives around. Former approaches to combating poverty have concentrated on increasing income levels, bringing communities out of poverty. The Social Justice Strategy goes further, explaining how addressing the main causes problems can provide real and sustained differences to these communities. Some of the principles include a focus on prevention and early intervention and promoting employment as the most sustainable way out of poverty. The result of the riots also made a lot of people lose faith in the police in London, which could be argued why the riots begin in other areas of the country. Linden and Winch (2011) write that a lack of confidence in the London Police response to the riots encouraged people to test reactions in other areas, the Riots Communities and Victims Panel found out. Linden and Winch (2011) also mention how rioters believed that they would be able to carry out the looting without the police challenging them, and in the hardest hit areas, like Tottenham, they were right. One could say that the poor response from the police is similar to the lack of positive engagement the police have given to poorer socio- economic communities in London, resulting in public unrest and resentment towards the police and the Government. 
To conclude, the evidence of the left realism theory can be seen significantly throughout the time of the London riots. The rioter’s feelings of being invisible by the police and government was also apparent throughout, as explained by Tyler (2013) who feels that for the rioters, it was their feeling of being invisible, of being stigmatised and having no future prospects. Despite claims that the riots were just mindless violence, many of the participants interviewed believed that the riots were a chance to air grievances against the police and the government and even though their actions may have been misguided, they wanted their experiences of being unemployed as well as poverty, inequality and injustice to be recognised. The Police Response from the then Metropolitan Police Commissioner is quotes by Hohl and Newburn (2013) who states that he was unable to conceive that there is anyone who was not affected in any way by the riots. The majority of Londoners experiences the events through the media, and while this does not lessen the impact of the events, what is more striking is that Londoners mainly affirm their commitment to policing. The evidence on those who have less confidence in the police are persistent and consistent. The areas where less confidence in the police was reported were the areas most affected by the riot. 
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