Within this assignment, I have chosen to study the work of Maria Montessori and the method within education that she developed. Her theory is still used now and has had a big effect on the way we teach. It is a very different method to which we use in traditional schools. Maria Montessori was an Italian physician, educator, and innovator, acclaimed for her educational method that builds on the way children learn naturally. 

Maria Montessori judged an international competition on scientific pedagogy and experimental psychology. After this she was invited to create a childcare centre in San Lorenzo. San Lorenzo was a poor district in Rome. Within this childcare centre she worked with some of the area’s most disadvantaged and unschooled children. The childcare centre opened on January 6th, 1907. She named the childcare centre ‘Casa dei Bambini’ which is Italian for “Children’s House”. She aimed to make the childcare centre a quality educational environment for children. Many of which thought were unable to learn. While children weren’t very interested at first, they were soon working with puzzles, and learning about their environment and how to live within it. The children taught themselves by taking in their surroundings. They were calm and concentrated.

The school was succeeding and this news had soon spread through Italy. Only two months later, Montessori had opened a second ‘Casa dei Bambini’ in San Lorenzo.

And on October 18, 1907, in Milan, she opened a third Casa dei Bambini. The success of the school had soon travelled across the world, which then led dignitaries to travel to Rome to witness the “miracle children” who exhibited concentration, attention, and spontaneous self-discipline.
“Il Metodo della Pedagogia Scientifica applicato all’educazione infantile nelle Case dei Bambini”, was Dr. Montessori published her first book in 1909. In the first 3 years, it was translated into 10 languages. The first 5,000 copies were printed in English, titled The Montessori Method, and had sold out in 4 days.
Montessori schools being established around the world by 1910. In 1911, the first Montessori school opened in the United States.
By 1914, 187 English-language articles and books had been written about Montessori education. One article, described Dr. Montessori as “an educational wonder-worker.”
In 1916, Dr. Montessori began to turn her attention to the education of elementary-aged children. A year later, she published L'autoeducazionne nelle Scuole Elementari, describing her thoughts on the education of children ages 7 – 11.
The Montessori method is particularly clear in early childhood and primary school education. The method contains five basic principles.

The first principle is ‘Respect for the Child’. Within the entire Montessori method respect for the child is one of the most important principle. This was not common in the early twentieth century. Respect can be shown by not interrupting their concentration. Respect can be shown by allowing children to be independent and to make choices, and to do things for themselves. Teachers should show respect for all students to learn from and must learn to observe without judgement.
The second principle is ‘The Absorbent Mind’. Montessori education is based on always taking in information from the world around them. Using their senses children, can absorb information the world around them and then get to understand it.
The third principle within the theory is ‘Sensitive Periods’. Montessori believed there are some periods where children are more ready to learn certain skills. These periods last only as long as is needed for the child to learn the skills. Through observation, Montessori teachers must identify sensitive periods in their students and provide the resources for children to better during this time.
‘The Prepared Environment’ is the fourth principle to the Montessori method. The Montessori theory says that student learn better in a prepared environment so that they can do things for themselves. The learning environment should emphasise liberty for children to explore resources of their choice due to it being always child centred. Resources and experiences that are available to children in an independent way should be made by teachers when preparing the environment for their students.
‘Auto education’ is the last principle to the Montessori pedagogy. Auto education is the idea that students are able to educate themselves. This is an important belief in the Montessori theory. Montessori teachers should prepare the environment, offer the guidance, and give the encouragement for students to educate themselves.

In Montessori education the role of the teacher is to guide children through their learning without getting involved much in the learning process. Montessori teachers encourage children to learn by placing the pupils, at the centre of the experience, rather than the teacher. They provide learning materials that are appropriate to each child after observation in the prepared learning environment. Montessori teachers manage the classroom behaviours by being a model and showing respect for all children and their work, by observing, interests, and abilities to plan activities, and by leading inappropriate behaviour to meaningful tasks.

A known feature of Montessori education is multi-age classrooms. Multi-age classrooms allow children to work more productively at their own pace. Montessori classrooms are typically set up in 3-year age ranges. It is believed that this enables children to learn better social skills, and to develop academically, in a co-operative, non-competitive learning environment.

Montessori thought that the environment in which the students learn within, which includes teachers, experiences, and the environment, could impact on auto education. Montessori classrooms are arranged to encourage learning. This usually includes lessening things that may steal attentions, walls are painted in neutral shades, not many objects or artworks are on show within the classroom; the classroom is quiet and calm; artwork is strategically put on the walls at pupils’ eye level; resources that appeal to all five senses (sight, touch, smell, taste and hearing) are used; the classroom is separated into different learning areas; has enough space for children to move around without getting in the way of others; has sufficient storage for children to store personal items and project work in an orderly manner; and has living plants within the classroom.
The Montessori theory is most suited to early childhood and primary school education.  Montessori believed that the time frame of the absorbent mind is from conception to age 6. Early childhood Montessori education begins between ages 2½ and 3, depending on the child. The majority of children get accepted into schools after their third birthday.

Montessori teachers are in high demand. Although, being a Montessori teacher will not suit everybody. To be a great Montessori teacher, it is important that the teacher really believes in the philosophy. If there are sections of the theory that may not suit the teacher, they may still include elements of the Montessori theory into their classroom.

A benefit of the Montessori theory is that it provides hands-on learning. Within this classroom, lots of sunlight and enough space are important in the design. This provides a friendly atmosphere for children to learn with the help of exactly intended learning benefits. The Montessori theory allows children to learn and grow at their own pace. It allows them to explore activities and lessons and provides them with the opportunity to improve their coordination and concentration.

“What makes Montessori unique is the emphasis on individual progress and giving children opportunities to extend and engage with the learning environment for long periods of time” -Barbara Isaacs, Chief Education Officer for Montessori St Nicholas


Another benefit of the theory is that it enhances social interaction. Montessori education groups children of different age groups together in the same environment. Most of the Montessori classrooms are mixed-age and the aim is that students develop alongside other students. The mixed aged groups allow children to learn from each another, communicate with one another and skills such as acceptance and inclusion.

Montessori education is a unique learning environment which is a benefit. The multi-age learning environment is individual and a main aspect of this educational method. Younger children have a good chance to develop their social, communication, leadership, and emotional skills by working with children that are older than them. 

The Montessori theory is inclusive of special needs children. Maria Montessori had included the needs of special needs children in her vision from the very beginning. Because children are grouped with children of different ages and have the same teacher for three years pupils with special needs feel less pressure to keep up with others and can grow at their own pace. The continuity within the classroom can also help students with special needs form connections with their peers, making a safe and stable environment to learn within. Montessori’s “follow the child” philosophy allows for all children to receive an education personalised to everyone. There may be each child’s name and their unique goals on a Montessori teacher’s lesson plan. It could also include ideas for their unique learning style. This is helpful for students with special needs as they can learn at their own pace.
The Montessori theory allows pupils to enhance life skills such as responsibility, independence, and positivity. Montessori educators think that letting children describe the ways they spend time their classroom help them to be more independent in their future life. 


The last benefit of the theory is that it provides independence. Montessori education offers a sense of confidence and creativity. This allows them to develop skills such as self- confidence. Pupils that experienced Montessori education tend to be able to think more freely and can manage their skills.

Although Montessori education has many benefits, it also has disadvantages.
Montessori schools are expensive due to the materials costing a lot of money along with the lengthy thorough training.

Another disadvantage is that independence is not always helpful. Montessori education believes in developing a sense of freedom and self-guided work. The mindset it provides can be valuable in some ways but on the other hand, it can also make it tough to work in groups and work under authority.
Another con of the theory is that the curriculum may not be structured enough for some. “Following the child” should not be explained or thought as “let kids do whatever they want,” but the curriculum is still not as structured than what you might find in a traditional school. It is the teacher and teaching assistant’s decision to make sure children progress at a good level.
Another con of the theory is that no structure to the classroom can be too much for some. Children usually like a regime and structure. Even the desks lined up in a row can be a comfort to some students. Montessori classrooms are ensuring movement and the teachers tend to suggest more than tell. The ranking of traditional classrooms allows less privilege to the students, but it can also ensure a class environment that feels safe and routine.

The last disadvantage is that it’s a small community. In Montessori classroom environment, students spend their time with the same students. This can allow children to develop great friendships, but it can also affect development of social skills in a negative way. Students don’t have as many options with social activities in the Montessori education system. Montessori is a lifestyle, and it is not only a method of education.

Montessori toys stimulate learning by inspiring children to experiment. It’s a toy that they can hold and touch, as this is key in assisting children develop their fine motor skills. A Montessori toy should also give children the opportunity to work separately, creatively, and at their own pace.
The best Montessori toys are toys that are simple. For example, a simple puzzle with a square, a circle, and a triangle in three different colours gives children organised information about shapes. When the toy gives too much information, children cannot learn and understand the basic elements of the activity.
They should also encourage independence. Montessori is all about empowering children to contribute, caring for themselves and their environment with real-life, age-appropriate tools or child-sized alternatives. The goal is always to nurture your child’s role as a capable member of their family and beyond.
Montessori shouldn’t be electronic or have flashing lights. Battery-powered toys featuring lights and action at the touch of a button can be engaging at first, but when the toy does all the work, your child misses out on the meaningful connection between an action and its natural consequence. 
For example, Lego can be viewed as a Montessori toy. Children learn how to build structures by putting different blocks together, and they are allowed to use their imagination to create and use trial and error. On the other hand, Lego would not be considered as a Montessori toy because a specific Lego set will make children follow particular directions to create only one possible outcome.
A peg board set can also be considered a Montessori toy. This Montessori toy was created to help children develop their fine motor skills, count and sort, and get to know different patterns. The pegs that come with this set are big enough to be easily picked by the children’s fingers and can be stacked on top of each other to build towers. This is a great activity to encourage hand-eye and wrist coordination.

To practice Montessori education in your home, some changes should be made. 
Firstly, organise your environment. "A place for everything and everything in its place" is one of the principles of Montessori at home. When you give a place for everything, your child will quickly learn where everything goes. This is an essential tool in teaching them to be responsible for their belongings and clean up the mess they make. 
In the Montessori approach, parents are also encouraged to rotate their children's toys and books every few weeks. The goal of this is to preserve their curiosity and prevent boredom. Whatever topics interest your children, the key is to encourage exploration and creativity.
Parents should highlight life skills. Even young children are capable of doing some chores around the house. By teaching them to take care of themselves and the space around them at a young age. Their minds are so absorbent that it won't be long before they can do things independently.
Remember to match their tasks with their age and abilities. For example, younger children are perfectly capable of learning to water plants, feed pets, wipe the table after a meal and pick up their toys. Older children can incorporate more complex tasks into their routine, like taking out the trash, meal preparation and basic home maintenance. You can also have them teach the younger children in your home, as well.
Parents should teach concentration. A lot of adults don't think young children can concentrate, and it's true that children cannot focus on something for the same amount of time as adults. You can encourage concentration by identifying what they are interested in and setting them up with the materials and space they need to explore it more.
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Focusing on inner motivation and not rewards should be encouraged in homes. The Montessori method doesn’t emphasise giving children extrinsic rewards for behaviour, such as stickers or treats. Verbal praise is appreciated, although it's important to make sure it is given in moderation. The key is that you should teach your children to enjoy and look for the feelings of pleasure and pride that come with learning something new or completing a task.


Although everything in this essay so far is positive for the Montessori theory, some people disagree with it.
Some parents say that parents are too rigid compared to the warmer feel teachers in traditional schools. Due to the theory encouraging children to be independent and to learn by themselves at their own pace, teachers tend to be hands-off, but some parents believe they’re standoffish. 
Some say that the curriculum is not flexible and controlled too much. Although children are allowed to learn on their own, activities are chosen carefully, and learning materials have some rules. Some complain that the “our-way-or-the-highway” approach limits children’s creativity and imagination, discouraging free-form play. 
After researching into Montessori education, I agree with the fact that there is no stages in terms of age that the children have to follow. It is good that each child can learn at their own pace, and there is no pressure on the children to develop at a certain stage.
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