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Task 2: 
The Origins of the National Health Services (NHS) 
The National Health Service (NHS), established on 5 July 1948, is one of the most notable successes of post-World War II. Britain has become central to the country’s social identity. Its origins lie in complex social, political, and economical contexts of the twentieth century war-time experience, and post wartime, resulting in a system founded on equity, and public provision (Seaton, 2024; Hardman 2023) 
Prior to its establishment, access to healthcare in Britain was irregular and varied greatly across the region. Individuals with means could obtain private medical care, while the working class largely depended on voluntary and charitable hospitals. The poor law system endured into the twentieth century, providing only minimal and often stigmatizing assistance for the poorest members of society. (Seaton, 2024) The 1911 National Insurance Act was a step forward, offering health insurance to specific groups of workers. Yet many, including dependents, the unemployed, and the poor were excluded, so inequalities in health and access to care persisted (Seaton, 2024) The outbreak of the Second Word War was a catalyst for change. The formation of the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) in 1939 integrated diverse hospitals under government direction to manage war casualties, proving the importance of state intervention in healthcare provision. (Seaton, 2024) Wartime experience enhanced public recognition of common vulnerability and social solidarity, reinforcing the principle that health services should be available to all, irrespective of ability to pay. Published in 1942, the Beveridge Report called for a universal welfare system to tackle poverty and inequality, shaping the creation of the NHS and modern social policy. (Internet Archive, 2015) The report’s advocacy for universal access to public services and equality in health provision had a lasting impact on the political consensus that emerged after the war. 
Recent works such as Our NHS by Seaton (2024) and Fighting for Life by Hardman (2023) revisit the NHS’s origins, highlighting the political battles and public expectations that shaped its creation. They reveal that the NHS emerged not only from government policy but also from strong public demand for a fairer, more inclusive health system.
In conclusion, the NHS was born out of a mixture of pre-existing social inequality, the demands of war, and political vision. Its foundational principles of fairness, universality, and public service remain central to its identity and legitimacy. 
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Modem Pharmacy services involve pharmacists and theirteams in ensuring the safe and
effective use of medicine.
‘These include dispensing, patient counseling, medication reviews and public iniafives, all
aimed at

improving medication saety and overall patient health outcomes. Ofher services include:
- Dispensing prescribed Medicines

- Providing patient centered advice

- Recommending over-the-counter treatments for minor ilnesses.

- Administering vaccinations

- Offering general health checks

- Offering support or long-term condition management

- Providing lfestyle and wellness advice

- Offering emergency contraception

- Participating in Public health campaigns

- Collaborating with doctors and other heaithcare professionals

(Kremin et al, 2023)
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‘Two Key challenges faced by Pharmacists:

‘Ongoing Med

Shortages Threaten

Patient Care: Despite govemment-issued
‘Serious Shortages Protocols (SSP's) for vital
medicines such as antbiotics and pancrealic
‘enzymes, supply issues persis, affecting 95%
of phammacy teams report patient
inconvenience, and 73% say shortages are
tisking patient health. (Community Pharmacy.
England, 2025)

- Workforce Shortages: A groving shortage of
pharmacists and support staffis a major
‘concen. Full fime roles have deciined,
‘doubling vacancy rates. Most pharmacists are
‘choosing part-ime or locum work, while
‘competiion from primary care nefuorks
(PCNs) offering atiractive positions is drawing
staff from community pharmacies. (Govind,

2025)
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‘Community Care: Dispense medicines, reat
minor lness, offer health checks.
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NHS Intergration: Collaborate with GPs,
hospitals and PCNs.
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‘and online consultations
Public Health: Deliver Vaccinations, lifestyle
advice, and preventative care. (Health, 2015)
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