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Abstract 

The aim of this dissertation is to examine the currently laws and legislation surrounding dangerous dogs in the United Kingdom. This is topic is very relevant in the UK now due to the number of dog attacks on humans in which have sadly resulted in fatalities. The government acted on this increase in attacks by introducing new laws in regard to American XL bully’s. 
The researcher has completed an in-depth literature review, studying the new and old laws in which were introduced and if in fact these are working.
The researcher has gathered the thoughts of 25 the members of public and police officers by asking them to complete a questionnaire. To gather if they believe the Government should do more to control these dangerous dogs.
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Chapter 1 Introduction
1.0 Introduction
 The research into this topic of dangerous dogs, Is due to the recent increase publicity in regard to dangerous dogs. A dangerous dog is defined as a dog which violently attacks another animal, or person and then causes injury or death. Any dog, no matter what size or breed can be classed as a dangerous dog if it has caused injury or death to a human or animal. (Whittle, 2023).
There are currently a lot of opinions and debate around this topic currently, such as the breed isn’t the problem, it’s how the dog is breed and the environment in which the dog is brought up in. It is of the opinion each dog should be examined on their own merit instead of a one size fits all type of ban, Dog expert DR Durban has stated that banning dangerous dogs breeds may not be the answer and that each dog should be judged on their own merit. That these breeds of dogs in the wrong hands and that professional input should be requested. (Xulu,2022)
As stated in the Dangerous Dog Act 1991(Gov,1991), Any dog can be classed as dangerous, but it seems the larger dogs are being targeted due to their size and damage in which they could cause if they were to attack. The Whereas the smaller dogs’ attacks may go unreported due to the less damage caused by such attacks. The aim of this research is to consider if these larger dogs are more dangerous. If it is the way in which the dog is breed or is there a deeper instinct in these dogs which causes the issues. The researcher will achieve this by asking members of the public and serving police officers to take part in a survey asking them to give their opinion on current issues surrounding dangerous dogs. 

The media has been highlighting the impact of dangerous dogs and the increase in American XL Bully attacks in the UK. These dogs have been now banned by the UK government due to increased attacks and deaths on members of the public. These XL Bully type breeds have been responsible for 75 percent of deaths of dog attacks since October 2021, despite only being 1 percent of the total of UK Dog breeds. (Clinton, 2023).

The Dangerous Dog Act 1991 (Gov,1991) was introduced by Home Secretary Kenneth Baker, this act was introduced after multiple serious dog attacks during that year, this has then prompted 4 breeds to be banned from the UK. These dog breeds were classed as fighting dogs, a Pitbull terrier, Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino and a Fila Brasilerio. These breeds were being used as fighting dogs, where owners and others would place bets on these dogs fighting and use this as an underground sporting event. These dogs were fought to serious injury or death. This type of blood sport was banned in the UK in 1911 under the Protection of Animal Act (Gov, 1911).

The justification for this research is to gather more information on whether these dogs are dangerous, or is it the way the dogs are breed, and then trained by their owners. What can be done to stop such attacks and what are the underlining factors in causing a dog to act so dangerously.


1.1 Summary of research objectives 

During this research, it will look to cover what the public’s perception is of a dangerous dog. To do this research will be conducted a questionnaire format asking what their feelings are surrounding dangerous dogs and if they feel the police and government are doing enough to stop these attacks. 

What triggers a dog to attack a person or another animal, The researcher will do some research using books, journals, and articles.
What the police and government are imposing regarding stopping the breeding of banned dogs and what is working, also what isn’t working.
To research members of the publics and polices thoughts through a survey, asking the participants, on if they have heard of the new laws in which were introduced, if they believed the government were doing enough to protect the public and if they believed a dog should be judged on its own merit rather than its breed.













Chapter 2 Literature Review

2.0 Introduction
This chapter will review the current topic of Dangerous dogs in the United Kingdom.  This will include the history of Dangerous dogs in the UK, statistics of dog attacks, the reasons why these dog attacks are more in the public eye than ever. The type of dogs in which are causing the uplift in the attacks and what can and is being done to stop this increase in dog attacks.
It seems now more than ever Dog attacks are in the public eye, this is due to the recent increase in reports of dog attacks in the UK, whereby people have lost their lives due to these attacks. The main focus has been on breeds such as an American XL Bully, which have seen a huge increase in popularity in recent times. (BBC, 2024).
The government have recently introduced a ban on XL bully type breeds in the UK, a review will be conducted in what they have done and will this bring down the rates of dog attacks in the UK or does more need to be done. (Gov,2023)
The dog has always been one of the UKs favourite pets with around 12 million dogs now in the UK in 2022, this was believed to of increased due to the Covid Pandemic. In which more than 3.2 million pets were added to homes during this period. This was believed to be down to the mental health benefits in which pets bring to humans, due to the company in which animals bring and the increase in exercise such as taking a dog out for a walk can also improve wellbeing. (Hepburn, 2022)

The objectives regarding this research are to discover if more can be done to protect the public from dangerous dogs and dog attacks.
The research will focus on the Dangerous Dog Act 1991 studies surrounding this.
The research will examine why dogs attack humans and what can be done to prevent this.
Should dogs be judged on their own merit and behaviour rather than breed.
The Covid-19 pandemic and how this is believed to be the reason behind the increase in dog attacks in the UK.
A questionnaire gaining the knowledge of members of the public and police officers will be included in this research.






2.1 Dog attacks in the UK

Below shows the increase in dog attacks from 2018 until 2022. 
[image: ]

The BBC 2023 requested a Freedom of Information request from the 37 Police Forces in England and Wales, into dog attacks in which have taken place since 2018 until 2022, this shows a 34 percent increase in the number of dog attacks in which there has been injury to a person in that period. From reviewing these statistics, the biggest increase is from 2021 until 2022. Where over 2000 more reports were made to police regarding dog attacks. The research shows there has been an increase in the dog population to an estimated 15% at the same period as the dog attacks. The research does not show the number of dog-on-dog attacks or anti-social dog reports to police forces. The research also shows the number of dogs in which were seized by police were up by around 36 percent, which shows an increase in dangerous dogs in public. This was around 3500 dogs, although the numbers also show dogs seized who are strays or taken from people who have gone into prison, but it is believed the majority are for dogs which are ‘out of control’. (Green, 2023)



2.2 Banned dogs in the UK
There are currently five types of dogs banned to own in the UK, these include a Pit Bull terrier, a Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino and the Fila Brasileiro and more recently the American XL Bully. These first four dogs were banned in 1991 after the UK government introduced the Dangerous Dog Act 1991, due to an increase in dog attacks and dog fighting the Act states ‘An Act to prohibit persons from having in their possession or custody dogs belonging to types bred for fighting; to impose restrictions in respect of such dogs pending the coming into force of the prohibition; to enable restrictions to be imposed in relation to other types of dog which present a serious danger to the public; to make further provision for securing that dogs are kept under proper control; and for connected purposes.’ (Gov,1991)
Research has been conducted into The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 and does this protect the public from dog attacks, the study showed that from 1992 until 2019, that banned breeds are no more likely that other types of breeds to be involved in bite incidents. Stating that the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 was working. However, many of these banned breeds were euthanised for trivial reasons, such as breaching the contingent destruction order. A contingent destruction order put measures on dangerous dogs and banned breeds, such as for the owner to keep the dog on a lead and muzzling when in a public place. To neuter the dog and to not breed, sell or give away the dog to another person. This order would be put in place by the courts and could lead to the dog euthanised if breached. (Criminal Defence N.D). In some of the cases it was found that the dog had not been identified as a banned breed, the dog just had similar traits as the type of breed and therefore was euthanised. The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 is believed to have came along way since its introduction 30 years ago, however it is believed that the change in ownership should be removed for ethical reasons and that the act should be more consistent when dealing with banned breeds. (Allcock,2021)
This act gave police more powers in dealing with the dog’s owners, also police being able to seize the dogs to protect members of the public from such attacks. This also made it illegal for owners to sell or breed their dogs. This was not limited to the above banned dog breeds and would cover any dog in which is acting dangerously out of control and the owner could face a criminal offence for allowing this. (Gov, 1991)
The American bully is a breed in which comes in three sizes, an pocket, standard and XL. It is described as a natural extension of the American pit bull terrier, which is banned in the UK. (Saqib,2024) The XL Bully is believed to be crossed between an American Bulldog, English Bull dog and a OLDE English Bulldog. XL Bullys became banned in the UK on the 31st December 2023, this made it illegal to breed, sell or gift an XL bully to other person. The XL bully has to been microchipped, neutered and on a lead with a muzzle on in a public place. The XL bully has been linked to more than 10 deaths from dog bites in the last two years, which has caused the government concern and have then introduced this ban. (Clinton, 2023)
The dogs were all large build dogs and capable of hurting members of the public, all of the dogs were known for their aggression and their ability to fight and cause damage to their opponent, although dog fighting in the UK was made illegal in 1835, the sport had still carried on in a underground world of owners, where they would place bets on the dogs who would ultimately fight to the death or have injuries to which the owners would dispose of the dogs. (Gibson, 2005)
The Royal society for the prevention of cruelty to animals (RSPCA, N.D) disagree with the Dangerous Dogs act 1991, stating these laws do not currently work and are actively looking for a change in the law. They state in the past 20 years between 1999-2019, there has been a increase of 154 percent in admissions to hospital from dog bites despite the prohibition of certain types of dogs.  They state for over 32 years, dogs have been said to be dangerous based on how they look to members of the public due to their breed and that there are thousands of dogs, who behaviour pose no risk to members of the public’s safety are being put to sleep due to the actions of a minority of the breed. They believe that the law needs to be urgently reviewed and reformed and that by adding more dogs to the Dangerous Dog Act 1991, will see history repeating itself. Between 1989 and 2017, 48 people have died from dog related incidents in the UK. 62 of the dogs involved 53 were not dog breeds which are banned in the UK. (Brown, 2023) 

The RPSCA believe that a three-point approach is needed to protect the public as stated here, 
·  Effective legislation and enforcement to tackle dog-related issues regardless of breed or type and based on their behaviour.
· Interventions including education that focus on safe behaviour around dogs. 
· A better understanding of why dogs bite. (RSPCA, 2023)

Although the RSPCA have stated for effective legislation and enforcement, they have not expanded on what this should be, as a small dog such as a Jack Russell is unlikely to cause as much damage if it bites someone compared with a XL bully.
The second point in which they state education on safe behaviour around dogs, they haven’t stated who would fund this training and would this be after a dog has bitten or perhaps once they have brought the dog. The third point into understanding why dogs bite would under the same category as the second point, for education to the owners as to why the dog has bitten in the first place. The RSPCA believe that there should be no outright ban on any dog in the UK. They are firm believers in that a dog should be judged on its own behaviour rather than being put to sleep due to the restrictions that have been brought in. How ever it is argued that the pure size of these banned dogs and controlling them is an issue, no matter how good the owner is with then. (Nickalls, 2023)




2.3 Why dogs bite

Dog attack admissions in hospital 2012-2023
[image: ]
This graph above (NHS, 2023) shows the number of cases in England since 2012 in which the patient has needed hospital treatment for a dog attack. The graph shows that there has been a steady increase in the numbers of admissions since the survey year on year, with almost three thousand more in 2022 compared to 2023. The only year being an exemption being 2020-2021, which would have been the year of the covid pandemic. Where it was more likely the dog was being unsocialised and not seeing any other persons not from the same household resulting in fewer attacks. Even so this was still a higher number than 2012 when the numbers were at their lowest. The covid pandemic, restricted member of the public from socialising between different members of households. This restricted members of the publics from leaving their homes and informing them that they were only allowed to leave for very limited purposes and one of them was for one form of exercise a day. That was alone or with members of their household. (Gov,2020) This would of have allowed the dog owner to only walk their dog once a day in which they may not have been used to. A study of 688 dog owners, which was conducted during the covid pandemic, found that during covid-19 periods 74.1 percent did not see a change in their dogs’ behaviour. However, dogs that were restricted to quarantine and lockdown seen there were 1.8 times more likely to see a change in their dog. Such as calmness, more barking, anxiousness, and restlessness. (Tadeusz, 2021)
Once the covid pandemic was over this is why it is thought to be one of the reasons as to why there are more dog attacks than ever before, due to the restrictions on people’s lives during that time. Also, more people were buying pets, especially dogs during covid as company for them as they had to stay at home. Studies have shown that there has been an increase of 47 percent of dog attacks on humans in the UK after lockdown periods and these attacks have caused more damage than previous years. In 2023 there were 15 deaths involving dogs, compared to 9 in 2019. During this period there was an increase of 2.5 million new dog owners and with many of them being first time owners. Training and socialisation with people and other dogs could not take place. (O’Hara,2024)
It has been proven that owning a pet is good for your mental wellbeing, it has benefits such as lowering depression and anxiety. This leads to greater physical health as well for things as simple as walking a dog, where as the owner may not have gone for walks before owning a dog. The social side of owning a dog, meeting other owners and a better online social network is also a factor of improving mental health amongst owners. (Powell, 2019)
However, could this be another factor as to why there has been an increase in dog attacks on members of the public, as dog owners may not have been able to socialise their dogs as they normally could have without the covid restrictions. Socialising in dogs is of huge importance without this the dog would see others as threat as per their natural instinct and potentially other humans who aren’t their owners. (Fiolek, 2023)
Another factor of poor dog behaviour is the lack of knowledge of owning and training a dog with this being unable to take their dog for any training or getting a dog trainer to support them. Dog training from an early stage is important for the development, this teaches the dog to listen to commands, build a bond between the owner and the dog and more importantly to learn social skills. With this bond owner will then understand the dogs body language when out in public, and how they react around certain dogs, and people. This in turn could prevent dog attacks on humans and other animals. Research has shown that puppies that attended puppy classes were less likely to present as fearful or have aggressive behaviours. (González-Martínez 2019). How ever it is argued that the owner should be consistently training their dog and not just during the puppy stage. If the owner does not train their dog they may see themselves as the leader of the household and this could lead the bad behaviour and aggression from the dog. Leading to the dog being harder to train and get out of the habits over time. (Brunson,2024)
Which for some young people this may have been there first dog since moving out from their home. Due to the owners being restricted to being at home, they have got to spend more time around their dogs, which causes issues when they would have had to go back to work and everyday life. This is called separation anxiety, which causes the dog to become in a stressed state when left alone. The effects of the owners being home with child, is also a factor as the dog may not have the rest period in which it needs causing the dog to become stressed and see the child as below them in the hierarchy in the household and then bite as a reaction to this. During covid dog walks were limited to once a day due to the potential of spreading the disease so this may have frustrated the dog. (Tchounwou, 2021)
The demand for puppies and dogs in the UK increased during the Covid period, more than 3 million dogs were brought during 2020. Due to this demand a lot of owners may not have gone to reputable breeders, which would have caused issues. Not knowing the background or breeding of the dog or the temperament of the parents. As if the puppy is released from its mother too early then this is known to cause health and behavioural issues. (Packer, 2023)
 Hospital admissions increased during this period to around 69 percent more cases of dog bites on children and their owners (Boardman, 2022) 

2.4 Conclusion 

In conclusion to the research that has been conducted, there is no clear evidence in how to deal with dangerous dogs. There needs to be more research on how the government, police and other agencies can deal with the increasing incidents involving dangerous dogs. There seems to be a knee jerk reaction in regard to dangerous breeds, instead of looking at the root cause, such as the breeders, the training in which the dog has received. The situation of the attacks was the dog defending itself against another dog and accidently bit a human in the scuffle. The research does not expand on this and is unclear on how these attacks occurred.
There needs to be a deeper understanding into how these attacks occurred for better understanding of how to prevent attacks in the future, as the dog population will keep growing and so will the attacks.













Chapter 3 – Methodology

3.0 Introduction

This chapter will provide details on to the methods used to research for the subject which is discussed by the researcher in this dissertation. This will done be achieved by using a survey which will be sent out to members of the public and serving police officers, who have given consent for this to be shared. 
Research is defined as ‘A detailed study of a subject, especially in order to discover (new) information or reach a (new) understanding’ (Cambridge dictionary, N.D) 
Due to the recent banning of the XL bully, little research has been completed on the UK publics views of the government banning these types of breeds. The research will hopefully help build a new understanding of the publics and police officers views on dangerous dogs and if they believe a dog should be judged on its own merit rather than breed. The research will ask if participants if they are aware of the new laws that have been introduced and if they have ever been confronted by a dangerous dog.

3.1 Ethical practice 
A mandatory practice when conducting research to conform to ethical practice, this is important, so the research is conducted in a fair, accountable, and safe manner. (Corner,2021) Prior to any research being conducted an ethics form was completed and this was approved by a ethics committee. The form included an overview of the aims of the research, the method of how the search was going to be conducted, which as a interview of specialist and members of the public and questionnaires which will be sent out to members of the public and police officers. Questionnaires will be conducted in this research using a mobile website called survey monkey, which is user friendly and a free website for the researcher to use. (Survey point 2023) This research is going to be conducted on dangerous dogs, so such risk assessments are important and need to be carried out.  The ethical form also included how the data collected would be stored, this is to protect the data gathered from the participants and protect their anonymity.

3.2 Informed consent 
Informed consent will be given by the participants of the research, this will simply be a question on the survey which states that they consent for the researcher to use the answers they give in the research being carried out, this is important as the participants know that their answers will be used as part of research, with complete anonymity.(GOV, 2018) There will be a disclaimer at the start of the questionnaire informing the participants of what the research is on and if they wish to carry on with the questionnaire, with simple questions such as do you wish to continue with this questionnaire after they have read the disclaimer. Another questions, such as age of the participants will also be asked, this is important as only participants over the age of 18 will be allowed to take part in the research, as a result of the ethics form and the possible sensitive nature of the questions being asked. The participant will also be informed in the disclaimer where the data will be stored. For this questionnaire the researcher will be storing the data on a password protected laptop which has also an extra measure of security. During this question the researcher will be using a single multiple-choice style of to keep this simple for the user and encourage participants to engage in the questionnaire. 

3.3 Data collection method

The researcher has decided to complete an online questionnaire in regard to gathering data from participants, this is simply due to the easy outreach of members of the public and police officers who would be included in this survey. This makes the survey faster, more accurate, cost effective and easy to use. The ease of sending a link and asking participants to complete the survey is a positive. (As this would be less time consuming than interviewing each participant and would not take up as much of their time. This would also attract participants to complete the survey as they know this would not take up much of their time and they would be anonymous. Whereas conducting an interview face to face would be much more intruding and would maybe sway the answers in which the participants answer. The questionnaires would be able to gather multiple answers from the user and not take up to much of their time which would encourage, the researcher will then gather the data from this using numerical data and analyse this, using pie charts This is known as quantitative research, this collects numerical data in order to identify patterns of the user and make predictions.(Mcleod 2023). The researcher did consider the qualitative method of research, but it was believed that there may be a lower number of participants if they had to type in answers and give feedback. The cons of a quantitative questionnaire are the participants may not respond to the request from the researcher and if this were to happen it may affect the result. (Mahmutovic, 2021)

3.4 Sampling

The researcher has sent out the survey to friends, family, police officers and members of a local football team. All of which come from a diverse background and would have a lot of different experience to the others. Which would gather better feedback for the research in which the researcher is requesting due to the different ages and life experience of the participants.(NHS,2024)  The request to complete the survey would be sent to the participants via What’s app and Facebook this would encourage the user to take part in the questionnaire due to its ease and being the most common apps on participants phone.(Survey Point, 2023) The benefits of this would be that the researcher would be able to see if the participants have read the messages that have been sent. This would encourage them to respond. The negatives of this are that the participants may also use this as a practical joke and may not take this research seriously, they may do this due to having a close personal relationship with the researcher. 

3.5 Conclusion 

The researcher has decided to complete a questionnaire, in which participants would be chosen from friends, family and a local football team. All in which would need to be over 18 years old and be able to give consent by agreeing to a disclaimer on the questionnaire, they would be informed of how the research would be used and saved safety on a password protected laptop. This is all within the guidance of an ethics form which was signed by a university committee agreeing to the research taking place in a ethical manner. Which safeguards the participants, from any danger and their data which they give to the researcher used morally.





















Chapter 4 Results


4.0 Introduction 
The objectives of the researcher were to gather information from members of the public and serving police officers in regard to their opinion on the current debate surrounding dangerous dogs. The main objective of the survey was to gather the understanding and knowledge of the participants who took part in the survey to see if they have knowledge of the new law which has been introduced in 2023 surrounding the ban on XL bully breeds in the UK. 25 participants who took park in the questionnaire were asked if they consented to completing the survey to being shared with this research and if they were older than 18 years of age due to the ethics form in which was completed before conducting this research. The participants were asked 8 closed questions in this survey. 
These questions were asked in a closed style of question, where the participants were given the choice of, Yes, no or unsure. This was to keep the survey simple for the participant and keep them in engaged. (Rosala,2024)















4.1 Analysis of the results
Participants were requested to complete the survey using the mobile website survey monkey, which is a free website which collects survey results. 



1.  Do you consent to this survey being shared and are you over the age of 18?
All 25 participants stated they consented for the survey to be shared and that they were in fact over 18 years of age. This is important for the user to understand their information would be shared and to comply with the university ethics board. 






2. Are you a police officer or a member of the public?
All 25 participants took part in the survey with 15 being members of the public and 10 being police officers. This was important to distinguish between the members of the public taking place in the survey compared to the amount of police officers taking part, this was due to police officers being more exposed to more risks than member of the publics would be. This was so it was clear that the research would be open and honest about the participants who took part in this research.





3. Do you own a dog?
The researcher posed this question to conclude the numbers of participants are owners of dogs, this would help to understand if non dog owners are aware of the laws which are in place surrounding dangerous dogs and if they believe the laws are currently working. Out of the 25 participants 17 of which stated they owned a dog with the other 8 stating they do not currently own a dog.






4. Have you ever been confronted by a dog in which you would deem as dangerous?
The researcher felt it was necessary to ask this question to the participants to see if they have had any dealings with dogs in which they deemed were dangerous. This was to gather understanding into their knowledge of the participants in regard to dangerous dogs. 25 of the participants answered this question 11 said they have been confronted by a dog in which they deemed was dangerous, whereas 13 of which stated they have not been in a situation where they deemed a dog to be dangerous. 1 participant stated they were unsure if they have ever been confronted by a dog in which they believed was dangerous.




5. Have you heard of the new laws which were introduced regarding XL Bully’s in 2024?
The researcher believed this was important to ask, as the 8 participants in which have stated they do not own a dog therefore may not have any interest in the current laws and legislation surrounding dangerous dogs. 25 participants answered the question in the regards to the law which was introduced and 24 of these have stated they were aware of the new law regarding XL Bully’s with 1 participant being unsure about these new laws.






6. If yes, do you believe this is currently working?
The researcher felt this question was necessary to gather the feedback from the members of the public and the police officers to see if they believed the current laws into dangerous dogs were working, this would help gather public perception in to the laws in which were introduced. 25 Participants answered this question with only 5 believing the government’s current laws were working. With a large majority of 18 participants stated that they do not believe these current laws are working with 2 stating they are unsure. On reflection the researcher could have left a comments box for the participants to leave their feedback on what they believed could be done if they had answered no to this question. It was decided that this may put off the participants and the number of participants may have been lower.

7. Do you believe a dog should be judged on their temperament rather than their breed?
The researcher felt this question posed to the participants was important as it would show the publics opinion on whether they thought that they government should focus on the temperament of the dog rather than the breed. 25 Participants answered this question with a majority of 21 stating they believed the dog should be judged on their temperament rather than the breed. 3 stated they did not believe this should be the case and 1 stated they were unsure.




8. Do you think the government is doing enough in regard to laws which help control dangerous dogs?
This question was important to ask to gain the understanding of the participants opinion in regard to if the government are doing enough to control the dangerous dogs in the UK. 25 Participants answered this question with a majority of 16 stating they do not think the government are doing enough. 7 were unsure and 2 stated they government were in fact doing enough to control dangerous dogs.

4.2 Conclusion
This survey was conducted with 25 participants, so realistically a small number of the population, however it did show that both non dog owners and dog owners are aware of the current laws which are in place surrounding dangerous dogs and the majority do not believe a dog should be judged by its breed and that the government need to do more in regard to this topic.











Chapter 5 Findings and Conclusion

5.0 Introduction
This part of the researcher’s chapter will provide a summary of the primary objectives of the research which was conducted. It will then reflect on the objectives which were set out in the introduction looking at two precise reasons:
Reason 1 – To establish if the researchers’ objectives of this dissertation have been met.
Reason 2- To conduct an evaluation of the findings from the participants and to see if the findings are similar or oppose the research which was discussed in the literature review. A conclusion will then conduct with recommendations in this chapter.
The aims of the research were:
1. Identify the participants who have heard of the new laws in which were introduced surrounding XL Bullys in 2024
2. Investigation into the participants belief that a dog should be judged on its temperament rather than breed.
3. 


5.1 Summary of primary findings

The objective of this dissertation was to explore the governments laws and the publics perception surrounding dangerous dogs. The aims were to find out if the participants believed the current laws which are in place are helping protect members of the public or are they a quick fix when a new breed is deemed dangerous by the government. The online questionnaire was completed by 25 members of the public and police officers. All of which seemed to agree that they did not believe the government were doing enough surrounding dangerous dogs and supported the RSPCA stance on a dog should be judged on its temperament rather than its breed. (RSPCA, N.D)


5.2 Objectives 

5.2.1 Identify the participants who have heard of the new laws in which were introduced surrounding XL Bullys in 2024
When the participants were asked this question, 25 participants took part in this question with 24 out of 25 answering stating they knew about the new law with one person saying they were unsure. This question it was merely to gather information on the participants to see if they are taking note of the new laws in which were introduced surrounding dangerous dogs in the UK. If a large number of the participants who took part in the survey answered they weren’t aware or unsure, then it is likely that this survey would be of disputed due to the participants not keeping up or aware of the Governments new laws surrounding dangerous dogs. 
Participants were also asked a follow up question to this and were asked if they believed the laws in which the government have in place surrounding dangerous dogs were currently working, the objective of this question to gather the participants thoughts on the current laws and if they believe they are working. Out of the 25 who answered the question only 5 participants believed this was working, with one person being unsure and 18 stating they do not believe they are. This showed a clear message that they do think the Government should revise these laws surrounding dangerous dogs.
5.2.2 Investigation into the participants belief that a dog should be judged on its temperament rather than breed.
To meet these objective participants were asked a closed answered question on their opinion surrounding if the dog should be judged on its temperament rather than its breed. The government currently have a list of dogs in which are banned from the UK. This list stops the sale and handing over ownership and the breeding of the dogs on this list. Currently there are five dogs on this list including the latest which was banned in February 2024 an XL Bully. A large percent 84 percent of the participants stated they believed a dog should be judged on their temperament rather than breed. The underlining issue to this would be who would fund the expert who would judge the temperament of a currently banned breed, would this be the owner of the dog or would this be funded by the government themselves. The other factor would be is there enough experts in the field of dog behaviour and temperament. If the dog was deemed to be of a good temperament by an expert and later attacks a member of the public, who would be liable for this. There are several issues that arise with deeming a dog safe due to its temperament. (Grim,2022)




5.3 Recommendations 
The researcher has examined the current issues with the government’s laws in regards to dangerous dogs and finds these recommendations for things to improve and to stop dangerous dogs harming members of the public.
1. More research into why these types of dogs are dangerous and why certain breeds attack members of the public. Do these breeds have a history of attacking or is it the way that the owner has trained the dog?
2. Research into attacks, what has happened before the attack and what made the dog attack? Were there any underlining factors? Was the dog provoked.
3. Instead of blanket banning these breeds, each dog should be judged on its own merit and be assessed by a expert in dog behaviour to clarify if the dog is dangerous and should be put to sleep.

5.4 Conclusion 
The researcher believes there should be more money spent by the government in regard to dangerous dogs and members of the public should be listened to in regard to the laws. Although the research this dissertation was to a small number of members of the public, it was quite clear that the participants believed that dogs should be judged on their own merit, and it should not be a blanket ban on types of breeds. (Britannica,2022)
The researcher believes that the Government should introduce a license on all dog owners, by doing this there would be more information on the types of breeds currently in the UK. This would give the Government a better understanding of how many dogs is currently in the UK and in which areas. This could be introduced by using a similar method as the Government currently use for calculating the number of people in the UK, using the national census. (ONS,2021) 
The registration to license the dog should be free, by doing this it would encourage dog owners to get the license for their dog. A law would then be introduced making it illegal for any person in the UK to own a dog which hasn’t got a license. The negatives of this method would be who would police this matter and the cost of setting this up. The UK Government currently have laws in which all dogs over 8 weeks old, this is enforced by dog wardens and local councils, a similar method could be used with the license and registration. (Lindsay,N.D)
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Appendix

Appendix A- Questionnaire.


You are being invited to participate in a research study into an analysis into Dangerous Dogs

This study is being conducted by Jamie Arnold, from the University of Wales Trinity St David and the study is being conducted as part of an undergraduate project for a dissertation.

There are no known risks if you decide to participate in this research study. 
There are no costs to you for participating in the study. 

The information you provide will be analysed for the dissertation project, this questionnaire will take around 5 minutes to complete.

This survey is anonymous, please do not provide any personal information on the form.

You will not be identified, and nobody will know if you have participated in the study.

Your participation in this study is voluntary, by completing the questionnaire you are voluntarily agreeing to participate. You are not required to complete all questions.

If you have any questions regarding this study then please email Jamie Arnold 2117779@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


1. Do you consent to this survey being shared and are you over the age of 18? Yes/No

1. Are you a police officer or a member of the public? Police officer/Member of the public

1. Do you own a dog? Yes/No

1. Have you ever been confronted by a dog in which you would deem as dangerous? Yes/No/Unsure

1. Have you heard of the new laws which were introduced regarding XL Bully’s in 2024? Yes/No/Unsure

1. If yes, do you believe this is currently working? Yes/No/Unsure

1. Do you believe a dog should be judged on their temperament rather than their breed? Yes/No/Unsure

1. Do you think the government is doing enough in regard to laws which help control dangerous dogs? Yes/No/Unsure
















 
Appendix B- Ethics Form  

APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL


	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Jamie Arnold

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
IMH

	4
	Campus:
	University of South Wales, Trinity Saint David

	5
	E-mail address:
	2117779@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2117779

	8
	Programme of Study:
	Policing Practice Project (BMPP6003D)

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Michelle Hill





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐	NO
	☒
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Dangerous dogs and the risk to the public, How can police tackle the increase of dangerous dogs.

	2
	Proposed start date:
	02/10/2023
	Proposed end date:
	08/07/2024

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
 The research into dangerous dogs, is to develop an understanding into what the public perceive to be a dangerous dog and why this is. The impact the media has on people’s opinions on dangerous dogs. What makes a dog dangerous.


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question

What can police and the government do in response to the increase in Dangerous dogs?

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity
The research into this topic of dangerous dogs, Is due to the recent increase publicity in regard to dangerous dogs. A dangerous dog is defined as a dog which violently attacks another animal, or person and then causes injury or death. Any dog, no matter what size or breed can be classed as a dangerous dog if it has caused injury or death to a human or animal. (Whittle, 2023).

There is currently a lot of opinions and debate around this topic currently, such as the breed isn’t the problem, its how the dog is breed and the environment in which the dog is brought up in. It is of the opinion each dog should be examined on their own merit instead of a one size fits all type of ban. Any dog can be dangerous, but it seems the larger dogs are being targeted due to their size and damage in which they could cause if they were to attack. Whereas the smaller dogs attacks may go unreported due to the less damage caused by such attacks. The aim of this research is to consider if these larger dogs are more dangerous. If it is the way in which the dog is breed or is there a deeper instinct in these dogs which causes the issues.

The media has been highlighting the impact of dangerous dogs and the increase in American XL Bully attacks in the UK. These dogs have been now banned by the UK government due to increased attacks and deaths on members of the public. These XL Bully type breeds have been responsible for 75 percent of deaths of dog attacks since October 2021, despite only being 1 percent of the total of UK Dog breeds. (Clinton, 2023).

The dangerous dog act 1991 was introduced by Home secretary Kenneth Baker, this act was introduced after multiple serious dog attacks during that year, this has then prompted 4 breeds to be banned from the UK. These dog breeds were classed as fighting dogs, a Pitbull terrier, Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino and a Fila Brasilerio. These breeds were being used as fighting dogs, where owners and others would place bets on these dogs fighting and use this as an underground sporting event. These dogs were fought to serious injury or death. This type of blood sport was banned in the UK in 1911 under the Protection of animal act (Gov, N.D).

The justification for this research is to gather more information on whether these dogs are actually dangerous, or is it the way the dogs are breed, and then trained by their owners. What can be done to stop such attacks and what are the underlining factors in causing a dog to act so dangerously.


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity


During this research, it will look to cover what the publics perception is of a dangerous dog. To do this research will be conducted a questionnaire format asking what their feelings are surrounding dangerous dogs and if they feel the police and government are doing enough to stop these attacks. 

What triggers a dog to attack a person or another animal, I will do some research using books, journals, and articles.

An attachment will be completed with a Police officer dog handler who is a specialist in dangerous dogs, their expert knowledge regarding what is being done and what else could be done in regard to such dogs.

What the police and government are imposing in regard to stopping the breeding of banned dogs and what is working, also what isn’t working.


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)

Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	
During this dissertation, I will be conducting research, by asking my colleagues and students to complete a questionnaire in regard to what they believe classes a dangerous dog, how they feel police could tackle in the growing increase in such dogs.
I will also be completing a attachment with a specialist department in Gwent police, with a dog handler to try and gain some understanding from a specialist what they believe can be done in regards to tackle the increase in dangerous dogs.
Research will be conducted into laws in which the government have put in place to keep the public safe in regard to dangerous dogs and how these are working. What else could be done to safeguard the public.
Research will also be done to establish how the increase in home breeding of dangerous dogs and the link to organised criminal gangs selling these dogs.

(this box should expand as you type)

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	The locations of this research will take place throughout the Gwent police force area, which is South East Wales. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	

N/A
(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☒

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☐

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	

1 Person is expected to be used, as I will seek a attachment with a Gwent police trained dog handler.
(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	
A Gwent police officer.

(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Through working with Gwent Police

(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	1
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants: No risk


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	

N/A
(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:
 No risk


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:
No risk


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:
No risk


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	
I will inform participants, they will be entitled to a copy of my research if they wanted this.

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	All participants will be over the age of 18 and no consent will be needed.


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	
No confidential material will be used.

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	x☐

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	X

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☒
	☐

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	

N/A
(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	

N/A
(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Jamie Arnold
	Date: 23/11/2023




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☐
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☐
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☐
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☐
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.






Do you own a dog?	Yes	No	17	8	

       Have you ever been confronted by a dog in which you would deem as dangerous?

1.       Have you ever been confronted by a dog in which you would deem as dangerous?	Yes	No	Unsure	11	13	1	

      Have you heard of the new laws which were introduced regarding XL Bully’s in 2024?

1.       Have you heard of the new laws which were introduced regarding XL Bully’s in 2024?	Yes	No	Unsure	24	0	1	

  If yes, do you believe this is currently working?

1.       If yes, do you believe this is currently working?	Yes	No	Unsure	5	18	2	

Do you believe a dog should be judged on their temperament rather than their breed?

7.	Do you believe a dog should be judged on their temperament rather than their breed?	Yes	No	Unsure	21	3	1	

 Do you think the government is doing enough in regard to laws which help control dangerous dogs?

1.       Do you think the government is doing enough in regard to laws which help control dangerous dogs?	Yes	No	Unsure	2	16	7	


Do you consent to this survey being shared and are you over the age of 18?	Yes	No	25	0	

Are you a police officer or a member of the public?

2.	Are you a police officer or a member of the public?	Member of the public	Police officer	15	10	
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