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Throughout this module we have focused on many different teaching strategies and how to deliver a lesson to the children. My experience whilst studying for this module and spending time on my professional teaching experience has helped me to understand how I can be taught a topic or lesson focus in many varied ways. At the beginning of this module, I did not have the ability to apply a range of ideas to produce an interesting and beneficial lesson. I had monitored and observed some class teachers and assisted small groups during the teachers’ lessons under instruction. After planning my own lessons during the four weeks of my practical experience in the school, and having the opportunity to discuss my ideas for these lessons with my class mentor, I was shown different and more informative way of how the lesson could be taught and how to keep the children’s attention. Initially, many of my ideas were very much the same as, or a close copy of, a lesson the teacher had already prepared and which I had observed. I did not have and new or original ideas that would keep the children interested and help broaden their knowledge. Also, the feedback I received made me realise that my planning was not thorough enough, for example, I had not thought about the children that will of completed a piece of work, who are possibly the more able children, and that I would need to have something extra for them to move on with. I did not have enough focus on assessment for learning, I was actually more focused on them completing the work or task, and finally, I was not fully aware of planning for all aspects of the classroom, such as independent learning and enhanced provisions. Having all these areas that I was unsure of made my time in the school even more valuable and I feel I learnt a great deal from my time there. This experience was a positive and hugely beneficial four weeks. As well as this experience being beneficial on myself, research has shown the more classroom experience a teacher has, the more beneficial it is on the children. Podolsky (2016) states in a report that “Teaching experience is positively associated with student achievement gains throughout a teacher’s career”.

Pedagogy in the early years is explained by Stephen and Pugh (2007) as  
“the understanding of how children learn and develop, and the practices through which we can enhance that process. It is rooted in values and beliefs about what we want for children, and supported by knowledge, theory and experience”.
This is showing that the pedagogy is in the lesson, it is what methods and teaching strategies we use to deliver that lesson and choosing and knowing which ones will benefit the children the most. Focusing on three of the pedagogical principles set by Donaldson (2015), I can see how each of these makes a difference to a child’s learning and to the way in which we teach. The principles that I am focusing on are: “Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching”, “Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest”, and, “Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience”. When planning lessons and what you are going to teach the children(when planning content and structure of a lesson) you need to bring in the Foundation Phase Philosophy and Pedagogy, which as described by a school in Wales “is to focus on the needs of individual children and work at their stage of development”. This is supported in the Teaching and Learning Pedagogy (2008) where it states that the teacher promotes the learning and is “responding to the needs of individuals, willing to learn alongside the children, using appropriate methods to manage the process of learning”. 

Employing a blend of approaches is important when planning a lesson. No two lessons will be taught in the same way and many areas need to be taught differently to create a clearer understanding for the children. Children in Early Years will learn differently to children in Year Two, so the teacher needs to know how they can support every child’s learning needs and what strategy they will use to ensure the maximum amount of learning that the children at that stage are capable of. Supporting this Kyriacou (1997) explains how “teachers make use of a whole range of teaching skills to make sure learning occurs effectively”. When observing my class mentor, they used flipped learning with the children. This gave the children the opportunity to experience what the next lesson was going to be on, before beginning the work. The children were given a link to a video to watch at home to build prior knowledge before the lesson, this also gives parents an opportunity to see what their child or children are learning. They would then watch it again as a whole class to ensure everyone has seen the video. Doing this gave the children an understanding of what work they were going to be doing and what the expectations from the teacher were for the end of the lesson, also the children are able to begin the lesson smoother and without as much of a thorough introduction from the teacher, so the lesson can have more focus on the children doing tasks. The benefits have been proved by a student in the Flipped Learning Practitioner Guide (2015), stating 
“The flipped learning approach means that you get more out of the lesson because you already have a bit of knowledge before you go in. The teacher would usually have to explain for most of the lesson if she’s starting a new topic, so she doesn’t have to do that as much, so we get more done and get onto harder questions”. 
Secondly, a useful method to use in the classroom is reflective teaching. This means that the teacher will present a lesson to the children, after this lesson the teacher will review the learning and how the children benefitted from this, and how the teacher could change things to help improve the teaching. This focuses on the child-centred learning and the lessons are adapted to every child’s needs and how best they learn to get more from the children and to ensure they gain more from the lesson. The teacher is forever learning from the children and what suits their needs the most. There are constant adaptations being made to the lessons after reviewing the results from the previous lesson and changing the method in which they are using if it has not been successful. It also allows the teacher to test new ideas. PLS classes (2019) explains that when “asking for feedback from your students, you can use that information to create better lesson plans which are more meaningful for students in the future”. Supporting this and when using Vygotsky’s (1978) Zone and Proximal Development (ZPD), McLeod (2019) states that it is
“believed that when a student is in the zone of proximal development for a particular task, providing the appropriate assistance will give the student enough of a "boost" to achieve the task”.
Showing that when reviewing and changing a lesson according to the children’s needs you can get them to reach their full potential.

Looking at the second principle, I have seen a very clear usage of this during my professional teaching experience. Firstly, the teacher would spend time teaching the children about a certain area, for the time I was in the school they were learning how to write a speech, therefore, they would need to use correct punctuation and grammar, and use speech marks when appropriate. After being taught this previously, the teacher would present the children with a model which they called a WABOLL (what a bad one looks like) and a WAGOLL (what a good one looks like). The children were then given the success criteria of what the work needed to have in it. By reviewing the two pieces of work the children could point out from the WAGOLL where the success criteria had been met and see how they would need to lay their work out, and then from the WABOLL they could point out areas of where this piece of work needed improving. This gave the children a clearer understanding of what they were needing to do and how it should look, rather than them just following the success criteria and beginning the work still unsure of what was expected from them. As the children had already learnt about this and had prior knowledge on it this was beneficial for them to clarify their understanding and this time apply it to another piece of work. Rosenshine (2012) explains the benefits of giving the children a model, by saying “Providing students with models and worked examples can help them to learn to solve problems faster”. Bruner (1973) supports building on prior knowledge with the constructivist theory, on teachnology (2020) this theory is explained as that “those learning are able to form new ideas based on what their current knowledge is as well as their past knowledge”. Secondly, planning an activity to keep the children interested and to also help build on prior knowledge can be hard sometimes, as the children do not want to revisit work they have already done continuously. However, in the school they found a great way of keeping up the children’s prior knowledge and make it fun. When the children would be doing a maths rotation lesson, where some of the groups would be with the teacher, some with the LSA and the third group would be on independent learning. For independent learning the teacher or myself would find a game online that related to what they had previously learnt and what the lesson focus was on for that day, then a QR code would be printed out for the children to scan and they could play the game. When I was on my observation week, I got to see that all the children became engaged with the game that was set and stayed on task. This is a great opportunity for the children to build up their knowledge more, either before or after they are with the teachers, it helps them to remember the topic in a different way, and it also is a way for them to learn through play. Learning through play is a highly successful way for children to learn, even though this is not a physical means of play, such as outdoors or with water and mud where they can experience things in the real world, it is still a fun exercise for them to take the information in, in a way that is different from being sat in a classroom and spoken at by the teacher. Piaget (1962) supported play for a child’s cognitive development. Hamid (2018), spoke about Piaget’s work saying, “integral to the development of intelligence in children”.

Finally, the third principle looks at using a range between the areas of learning. When in the school I did multiple lessons on physical literacy, these lessons were focused on teaching the children letters and sounds. In doing so the children were completing an obstacle course to collect the root word and then the suffix. These lessons took place both indoors and outdoors and were always outside of the classroom, taking the children outdoor enables them to use a varied type of resources, and when writing the words down they had the freedom to write on the floors or chalk boards, this allowed the children more freedom and chance to express themselves. Froebel (1895) saw the benefits of children learning through outdoor play and its aim “is to exercise and develop the child’s power of independent movement. They are journeys of discovery. They are plays which enrich the child with perceptions and experiences”. Everyone seemed to really enjoy this activity and after using repetition throughout the sessions, by the end the children could all recall the rules in which we used for adding each suffix. This cross-curricular activity meant that the focus in which the children were learning was their literacy, languages and communications, however, wellbeing was brought in through the physical side of the obstacle course. This is also supported by Piaget’s (1962) theory of learning through play, as when the children came to do the activity another time but with a different suffix or rule, they were able to remember the activities from last time. Another area this links into is Bruner (1973) and using prior knowledge, as these activities were all based on what the children has been taught earlier on in the school year but may have forgotten over time. 

The curriculum in Wales is currently changing, many schools have begun to bring in the new curriculum ready for when it is put in place in 2022. The school I was doing my professional teaching experience in, has already introduced a much of this and fits it into all aspects of the school. Donaldson (2015), suggested a new curriculum in which six areas of learning are being set and there are four purposes for the children’s learning. From personal experience I have seen how the children understand these and are shown which areas they are focusing on during each lesson and how their learning is affecting them. The change in curriculum has come about to be more suited to twenty first century population and learners. This new curriculum focuses on being child-led, meaning that the children are given the choice to decide what topic they learn about that term. This could face to be a challenge for teachers as they need to ensure that the children are still gaining all the learning that is needed and fit in it around the topic that the children have chosen. However, using this approach means that the teachers are planning lessons and the school year according to the child’s interests and get more engagement from the children as they want to learn about the topic and there is less force on the children to learn. Robinson (2019) supports child-led curriculum stating, “When we encourage children to feel ownership in what they learn, they become actively engaged in school”. Although, there are concerns about the new curriculum that come from teachers, as expressed in Curriculum for Wales 2022 feedback analysis (2019) 
“Many of the concerns expressed by the respondents have their roots in the existing issues and challenges facing the educational community, such as the existing high levels of workload”.
However, this curriculum allows the teachers to have more freedom with how they teach the children. There is no set structure to how the year should be presented, and the teachers are more able to plan lessons according to each of the children’s needs. Meaning less pressure on the teachers to reach a certain level and they can work at the child’s independent pace. This is important as children from all over the country will learn in a different way, and children from deprived areas compared to wealthy areas will face different difficulties and barriers that will affect their learning.

To conclude, throughout my professional teaching experience I have gained a great deal of knowledge and understanding of what is needed and expected of myself when being a teacher. I have observed and used all the pedagogical principles mentioned in this assignment during my lessons. However, I can now see where I need to improve on and how I can implement these and other principles into my future teaching. When planning my future lessons, I will try and bring in more cross-curricular teaching. After seeing the benefit of this on the children and how they can get much more from their learning with this is place, I have a passion to bring this into my teaching and to encourage the children to reach the top of their ability. Secondly, being a pioneer of this new approach to teaching, is an exciting time for everyone in the education system. Whilst it is going to be challenging, especially for those who have followed the old curriculum for many years to make the transition, I feel this is the way forward and is going to benefit the teachers, parents, but most importantly the children, it will make their learning experience better and will build the foundation for their future.
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