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* A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector *
The aim of this essay is to discuss and evaluate Hugh Lewis’ response to ‘One language for all’. I will be picking 4 main themes of the article and discussing them, looking at both sides of the argument. Also, I will be backing my points up with other evidence from different sources of information. 
My first theme looks at Hugh Lewis’ concerns of ‘far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need for the world of work, life and study, despite studying Welsh as a second language for many years. (Lewis, 2015). I feel that, from experience, this is very true. (Davies, 2013, p.7) can support this, with one of his prioritised issues being ‘how best to develop learners Welsh language skills so that they are able to transfer their skills and use the language in the workplace, community and family’. Personally, children should not be learning welsh from the age range of 4- 16 without being able to carry the language on throughout life. Although, some reasons that this might not be happening could be down to the teachers’ skills and knowledge. One of Donaldson’s recommendations in Successful Future’s looks at the Welsh Language carrying on and still progressing at the age of 16 so their knowledge can be continued. (Donaldson, 2015, p.60).  Other research shows that ‘students are competent in their second language but tend not to communicate in the language in their target community.’ (Baker and Wright, 2017, p. 257). This might be down to individuals not having enough confidence in their own abilities, which might be something teachers need to push on in schools. Also, if they were influenced to communicate more in their second language in school, this might encourage them to do it in their own communities.  I can relate to Lewis’ concerns as I learnt welsh from a young age up until 16. I think that my skills are not effective enough without having further language help to use in the world of work. 
The second theme I have looked at is ‘enabling children and young people to have a good understanding of the cultural life of Wales in the past and the present’. (Lewis, 2015). This is also one of Donaldson recommendations when looking at the welsh language. One recommendation from ‘one language for all’ is for the Welsh Government to make ‘the social and historical context of Wales’ part of the curriculum across all subjects. This is because it then allows individuals to ‘understand the contribution of the language to Wales and to being Welsh’. (Davies, 2013) It should encourage children to embrace their cultures and therefore might get them to engage in the language. In Successful Futures, Professor Sioned Davies’ views are that ‘The future of Welsh and Welsh culture is wholly dependent on transmitting the language to our young people’. From her point of view, I think it is vital that young children have the best opportunities to get the most out of the language that they can. It can also make Welsh seem more exciting and enjoyable as they get to look and research about the historic side of Wales, which can be quite appealing. It can also widen their knowledge about their local area, which gives them an insight into where they live. 
My third theme looks at Hugh Lewis’ opinion on ‘I want all children and young people in Wales to have an opportunity to successfully learn Welsh. I also want children and young people to see speaking Welsh, and other languages, as an attractive and worthwhile option.’ (Lewis, 2015) I think this is very important as the welsh language should be thriving in Wales and young people should feel enthusiastic to learn it. One of Donaldson’s recommendations is to ‘Significantly better and more creative use should be made of technology in the teaching and learning of Welsh’. This might encourage children and help them to pick up the language easier. This would also better their digital literacy skills as well as broadening their knowledge of the language. (Donaldson, 2015).  An issue to be prioritised in ‘One language for all’ is to ‘ensure that pupils see a point to learning the language and that pupils’ confidence to use the language is an important factor’. I think that once children understand that the welsh language will better their opportunities and is very beneficial for them, their engagement will increase. Personally, children need more lessons in school. If they want to improve welsh second language pupils’ knowledge, then standards need to be raised and children need continuous welsh lessons. In my opinion, we should be told about how important the Welsh language is, especially in the job sector as this makes learning it more appealing and makes it seem worthwhile.  Schools can also be expected to follow ‘Siarter Iaith’. This scheme looks at promoting a strong welsh ethos in schools and providing enriching activities to make learning welsh enjoyable. 
My final theme looks at ‘we also need to equip our teaching profession with better skills’. I think that this is a key problem, as children can’t learn effectively if their teacher doesn’t have the correct standard of skills. One of (Davies, 2013) recommendations looks at the ‘Welsh Government to take steps to ensure that every primary and secondary school has sufficient numbers of teachers qualified and able to teach Welsh.’ I think, when looking at the welsh second language, making sure that teachers have the best language knowledge they can possibly have is the priority.  In Successful Futures, Estyn shows that the welsh language in welsh-medium schools is generally strong, especially in the Foundation Phase. But, when it comes to Key Stage 2, this isn’t the case. (Donaldson, 2015) This could be due to the teacher’s knowledge not being broad enough, so when it comes to teaching in Key Stage 2, they can’t push the children to the best of their abilities as they don’t know the language confidently themselves. An Estyn report of a Welsh second language school shows that prioritising the language is the focus. Less than 1% of the pupils come from homes where welsh is their first language. Teaching staff have attended sabbatical courses to extend their knowledge. These members of staff are now all fluent welsh and even support staff are attending courses too. (Estyn 2012). But, this takes both time and commitment for teachers, which they don’t always have much of. It is also a lot harder for adults to learn and grasp welsh, especially if it is a new language to them and they didn’t study it in the past. 
To conclude, I think that if young people understand the importance of the welsh language and culture that they have around them, they will try to engage and enhance the language more confidently. Schools also can assist with this by making sure their teacher’s welsh language skill levels are high. If this isn’t the case, they should attend courses and training to make sure they can teach to the best of their ability. I think that Hugh Lewis has addressed all the key areas to the challenges with the Welsh-medium education and has summarised the points that need to be focused on both now, and in the future. 
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