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[bookmark: _GoBack]Following the research into theorists and their findings it is evident that there are stages to a child's development and access to play. Parten, Erikson and Piaget all discuss a stage system of play which start at ages 0-2 and end at 11 years old. Years 0-2 are described as alone playing and how during these early year's children are most likely to play alone and as they get older; they start to expand their social circle and by the time they are ages 4-6 children will start to play with other children. Other theorists prioritise different aspects of play. Vygotski and Bruner believed that play is key to children's cognitive development and with support from an adult children can learn and develop from play. Sigmund Freud talks about a certain iceberg theory which mentions 3 phases. Conscious which is about current thoughts and perceptions, Preconscious which entails stored knowledge and finally unconscious which is repressed material. Freud also believed that play could be a tool used to suppress certain memories and trauma.
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