Chapter 4: Analysis of Data

4:1 Introduction
The research methodology for the research study was a quantitative approach via the use of surveys, presented using social media platforms. Saunders et al (2019) states that survey strategies are useful in the use of research aiming to gather quantifiable data that can be analysed to identify patterns within a population. The research methodology consisted of 2 separate surveys, Survey 1 (S1) for the responses of members of the police force, Survey 2 (S2)  for the response of members of the public. In total, 50 survey responses were collected, with S1 and S2 equally receiving 25 responses. A quantitative research approach felt appropriate in enabling the measurement of both public and police officers’ perceptions on policing and corruption in a measurable and structured manner. Responding anonymously via a survey was another element that felt important during the research process, strengthening the reasoning for the use of surveys. This chapter presents the data collected followed by analysing, synthesizing and attempting to conclude the findings of data collected. 
4.2 Themes 
During the process of analysing the data, themes have been identified within both surveys. Some themes that have been identified were interlinked purposefully within the creation of both surveys to be able to analyse themes efficiently, however new themes were also present during the analysing process. Themes identified are as below:
	
	Theme 1- Experience of policing 
	Theme 2–Experience of misconduct 
· 
	Theme 3 – Public perception 
	Theme 4 – Media perception 

	Survey questions that identify these themes 
	S1 – 2,3
S2 – 2,3,6,7 
	S1 – 4,5,6,10

	S1 – 8
S2 – 4,8,9,10
	S1 – 7
S2 - 5




4.3 Research objectives 
The research aim was guided by four key objectives within the research proposal, to evaluate whether corruption is present within modern policing in Wales and to determine both public and members of the police force’s perception of corruption and misconduct. The data analysis process has clarified that the research objective was successfully accomplished, the research objective being: 
3.	To collect and examine primary data
To collect primary data through using questionnaires from both police officers and members of the public to compare their perspectives on fairness, integrity and corruption in the police force.
This was achieved via the use of S1 and S2, successfully collecting beneficial primary data for the use of data analysis and in response to the dissertation question. 

4.4 Data Analysis 
As previously stated, both surveys received an equal 25 responses each, below are graphs of the demographic used equally in both S1 and S2 to identify the age category of respondents. See below:
[image: ][image: ]

When analysing the 25 responses for S1, 60% of responses were from participants within the age category of 25-34, with no responses from any participants above 55 years of age. In comparison and when analysing the 25 respondents for S2, there is a clear variation of participant age categories. The public participation being of a wider variety of age categories provides an insight to perspectives of the population. On the contrary, the percentages shown above in regards to police officer responses and participation provide a restricting insight to police officer perspectives, which could be identified as a limitation. 
4.4.1 Misconduct
When analysing the 25 responses in S1, 28% of participants have witnessed misconduct within the police force and reported it, with 48% of participants have witnessed misconduct, but did not report it. 20% of participants have not witnessed misconduct and 6% preferred not to say if they have witnessed misconduct. This analysis of data demonstrates the lack of reporting of misconduct seen within the police force by police officers. The literature available demonstrates the difficulty in measuring the prevalence of police corruption due to under-reporting, unclear definitions, and variations in how records are kept. However, The Home Office reported more than 7,000 incidences of misconduct and tens of thousands of allegations across England and Wales for the year ending March 2025 (GOV, 2025). Considering the data collected and the statistic presented by The Home Office, this concludes that with 7,000 incidents of reported misconduct appearing an accomplishment, there is a chance that the true misconduct incidence is higher than reported, due to the percentage of police officers not reporting incidents. 
4.4.3 Public knowledge of misconduct 
When analysing the 25 responses in S2, 52% of participants said that they sometimes see or hear about police misconduct, with 28% often seeing or hearing about misconduct and only 12% rarely. This demonstrates that members of the public hear or see about police misconduct, meaning they’re aware of the possibility of misconduct within the police force being of truth. 
4.4.3 Systematic issue or down to the individual? 
When analysing the 25 responses in S1, 48% responded “Neutral” on the Likert Scale to whether corruption in policing is caused by systematic issues rather than individuals. 32% of participants responded that they disagree, indicating that they believe that corruption in policing is caused by individuals rather than a systematic issue. 


4.5 Conclusion
To conclude, this chapter demonstrates that a variety of members of the public participated within the data collection process, with minimal participation from a variety of age categories of members of the police force. Members of the police force have witnessed misconduct within practice, however the highest percentage of responses demonstrate that not all police officers report seen misconduct, which impacts on practice and justice. Members of the public demonstrated awareness of misconduct within the police force and practice today. 
The next chapter provides findings and conclusions of the data collection process. 
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