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Summary description 

[bookmark: _Hlk166572380]The current Llanllyr house lay in the pastoral landscape setting of a rural farm on the outskirts of the village of Talsarn on the Aberystwyth to Lampeter road.   One of many small farms located in the heart of Ceredigion and surrounded by many neighbouring villages including Abermeurig, Temple Bar and Felinfach.  Purchased by John Lewes in 1720 the pre-existing 16th/17th century high status house comprising of show buildings, formal gardens and tracks/drives but was later torn down in 1830 for the present building slightly further away from its original placement.  Building materials from the original structure are present as sections of re-used roll=moulded beams consistent with a 16th century time frame are shown.  Previous recolections from Colonel John Lewis in 1896 stipulate a ruined round tower and from accounts from old servants a highly systematic map of how Llanllyr may have been in the 18th century.  Showing the dynamics of the previous building, an old building later a stable, round tower, pavement, and an old graveyard.  With an account that a small building of the old house had remained and was in use as a carpenter’s shop until 1880. Speculated to be built upon or near the site of the Medieval Llanllyr Nunnery founded in 1180 by Rhys ap. Gruffydd. No surface evidence of such medieval buildings, no earthworks are present in relation to the nunnery which is expected to be found at a monastic site and the scant documentary sources are of no use in precisely locating the nunnery despite the general claim that it resided to the west and north of the current house.  Traces of the chapel and cemetery enclosure were visible in the late 19th century and the Chapel is recorded on the first edition Ordnance survey map of 1891, however is now located in a field of pasture It occupies a river terrace at c.68m O.D., a few metres above the floodplain of the River Aeron in the community of Llanfihangel Ystrad, Ceredigion  (Murphy, 2014).  Llanllyr is a working farm containing nineteenth century farm buildings to the west of the house, modern farm buildings, concrete yards, and a spring bottling plant business to the west and north of these.  Concerns from the Dyfed Archaeological Trust were exercised in May/June 2014 over the period of 3 weeks and in July 2015 with the aid of Cadw and The Department of Archaeology, University of Wales Trinity St Davids to establish the site of the nunnery considering that important archaeological deposits could be damaged or destroyed by current farming practices or plans to extend the farm buildings or yard.  
The local vicinity surrounding it is exceptionally rural demonstrating surviving elements of the traditional way of welsh living and culture, this would have been a marginal part in the poverty of the 19th century and a place of emigration at that time hosting a number of gentrified parks, listed buildings and designed landscapes in the local area(Morris, 2014)
	Key Characteristics

	A Georgian period house from the 19th century

	Streamed fields containing important habitat and pasture land

	Field boundaries – mixture of thorn hedgerows, stone walls and post and wire fencing

	A pleasant rolling plateaux, softened by small valleys, leaging a low central backbone of more elevated land

	16th/17th farm buildings

	Formal gardens
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Figure 1 (Murphy, 2014) llanlly report 2017 accessed 23rd April
llanllyrreport2017.pdf (dyfedarchaeology.org.uk)
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Figure 2 Drawing by Thomas Dineley of Llanllyr, 1684.  Murphy, 2014)
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Figure 3 Llanllyr excavation trenches topographic survey Dyfedarchaeology.org.uk
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Fig 4 Area map of Llanllyr farm accessed 25th May Sites (13) | Coflein




Visual and Sensory profile

An attractive grade 11 listed building situated on an ancient site with several phases of history shown in the layout of the grounds including the main phases of construction at 1830-40, 1980’s, 1990’s. The gardens follow a now early nineteenth century framework with a walled kitchen garden and formal and informal gardens. Being of a substantial nature situated on low-lying ground in the Aeron Valley. The house is elongated east-west with the entrance on the north front with two service wings extending westward with an enclosed small, cobbled courtyard between them. With its rendered stone and brick, hipped slate roof, mullioned transomed sash windows and a hipped slate roof.  The building itself is of relevant equal height at the east and west end block although the west is three story unlike the east end is three. Entrance on the north front having a pitch-roofed porch while the north and south side of the cobbled court have verandas with pent roofs.  East facing are further verandas with pent slate roof, single and double wooden piers, and a flagstone floor.  West of the house are north-south range of stables, attached to a double doored coach house south end facing.  The coach house door is over hung by a dovecote situated under the pitched roof with modern garages built in front. Bounded to the yard on the south is a 3m hight rubble stone wall inclusive of a doorway leading into the garden and to the west ranges of single and double storey farm buildings. Traces of the chapel and cemetery enclosure are no longer visible as they are located now in a field of pasture with the southeast part have being built up as made ground and concreted over in the late 20th century, however in the late 19th century the Chapel was recorded on the first edition Ordnance survey map of 1891.  occupies a river terrace at c.68m O.D., a few metres above the floodplain of the river Aeron in the community of Llanfihangel Ystrad, 
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Fig 5 LLanllyr house accessed 25th May Sites (13) | Coflein


Geological Landscape influences

Rivers re-occupied the valley due to melting of the glacier system leaving increase glacier deposits resulting in in water lake land forms, floodplain terraces which is apparent in the Aeron Valley near Ystrad Aeron (Morris, 2014). With the river Aeron running westwards between LLanllyr and the village of Talsarn.  The Aeron valley itself stretches from the harbour town of Aberaeron on the Ceredigion coast near the summit of Mynydd Bach(Aeron valley and the Mynydd Bach - Discover Ceredigion, 2024).  Aeron translated into English meaning berries referring to its  fruitfulness  of the Aeron valley (Aeron valley and the Mynydd Bach - Discover Ceredigion, 2024),   Steep slopes around the valley provide a wealth of woodland, natural springs  aiding in producing  fruitful grazing  attracting many of the country’s first organic farms to be setup and become successful in the area.  The village of Aberarth lies about a mile and a half north along the Ceredigion coastal path north of Aberaeron, with a preexisting castle present 100 years prior to the Normans influence.  Previously attracting retiree sea captains from the Georgian period and throughout the next 200 years and boasting most larger houses built in the Victorian period.   Strata Florida the founder of the Llanyllr nunnery prior to the mansion had reserved fishing rights here and vast fishing traps were created and contributed to the success and daily requirements for the nunnery and locals.  The village remained a resourceful and successful shipbuilding village before the 1850’s.  Harboured on the outskirts of the village of Talsarn which lies 16 miles south of Aberystwyth and 64 miles north-west of Cardiff the area boasts neighbouring mansions in its vicinity from Abermeurig, Plas Trefilan and Plas Gelli and Ty Mawr being a substantial 17th century farmhouse. Llanyllr  lies 1.2 km to the south of Trefilan  a hamlet in Ceredigion situated on the south bank of the River Aeron and north side of the Aeron valley SN 549 571, approximately 9 kilometres north of Lampeter.  With remnants of a castle moat and documentation dated with reference to a castle in 1282 which is postdates the nunnery but no indication for a medieval settlement location(‘TREFILAN – Heneb – The Trust for Welsh Archaeology’, 2024).  
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Fig 6 Aberporth map accessed 25th May Stallion Valley Holiday Cottages
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Fig 7  Fish trap or Goredi visible on the beach at Aberarth, Wales Stock Photo - Alamy
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Fig 8 Location map of Trefilan in conjunction with Llanyllr 
Accessed 25th May Trefilan History – CEREDIGION HISTORICAL SOCIETY (ceredigionhistory.wales)The Georgian era spans the years from 1714 to 1837, covering the reigns of George I, II, III and IV, as well as that of William IV. 
I f great social, p
li literature, and the expansion and dominance of the British Empire through exploration and war.
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