a. Hdt 1.8

Herodotus covers events from 7th and 6th Century BC in his first book as he deems them necessary for introducing the conflict between the Greeks and Persians. Herodotus 1.8 begins a story of how Candaules, the last Heraclid descending king of Lydia, came to die.[footnoteRef:1] This essay will discuss the theme of Eros, Herodotus’ presentation of women and why he found it appropriate to include these stories within his ‘Histories’.						In this passage, set around 687 BC,[footnoteRef:2] the Lydian king Candaules is obsessed with the beauty of his own wife to the extent that he wishes his most favourable bodyguard, Gyges, to look upon her naked. Gyges is shocked and explains how this would bring shame upon his wife and ‘a man should mind his own business.’[footnoteRef:3] This indicates the taboo nature of what the king asked of his bodyguard, showing his innate sexual desire for his wife; Thumiger suggests that this erotic emotion and passion is a destructive experience, using the phrase ‘mad eros’[footnoteRef:4], a present theme within this scenario. ‘Eros’ is the Greek word meaning love, sexual yearning or desire and the ‘Eros’ King Candaules has for his wife is lustful as he merely sees the beauty of his wife through her physical aesthetic. There is some retribution through the reaction of Gyges as he retorts the king’s idea exclaiming how it goes against their customs and that it is an immoral deed because ‘right and wrong were distinguished long ago’,[footnoteRef:5] conveying that this act of debauchery was considered to be of ill intent within this society.   											However, the destruction of the King’s ‘mad eros’ and illicit sexual desire[footnoteRef:6] is shown as we read on because Gyges is forced to consent to the idea and looks upon the queen when she is naked.[footnoteRef:7] The queen sees this and give Gyges two options, kill himself or kill the king and take the throne; he chooses to kill the king and takes the throne.[footnoteRef:8] This ‘mad eros’ and lustfulness of the king was evidently the cause of king Candaules’ downfall as his madness and love, which Thumiger says are ‘idiomatically associated’,[footnoteRef:9] portrays his inability to control his own actions rationally. Alternatively, the lack of eros shown by the king, in that he objectified his wife by seeking to flaunt her beauty as a personal achievement, conveys the absence of any inherent love for his wife, moreover portraying the notion of hubris leading to a king’s demise. Perhaps this was deliberately included by Herodotus to foreshadow the hubris of Xerxes leading to his defeat against the Greeks, which may discredit the reliability of this account as being factual.								There is an alternative account of this event given by Plato. In this account, Gyges is a shepherd who discovers a ring which makes him invisible and he uses the ring to murder the king and win over the queen’s love.[footnoteRef:10] Apart from the ending outcome, this account is distinctly different to the one that Herodotus gives us as Plato’s version appears more like a work of fiction than of history due to his inclusion of magic, which would lead us to believe that Herodotus’ account is more reliable giving the passage additional credibility. 			Similarly, Herodotus gives us an account like this one at the end of book nine, in which he tells the story of how Masistes’ wife is brutally mutilated due to Xerxes’ sexual desire for her.[footnoteRef:11] This mirrors the original passage as it presents women being objectified due to men fulfilling their lustful desires conveying the absurd extent to which they will go, suggesting again how Herodotus may have used the hubris of Candaules as a proleptic device in book one. Larson makes this same comparison of these two stories in Herodotus, remarking to ‘Herodotus’ narrative strategy in suppressing names of women’ and writes that ‘the story of Kandaules is understood to teach Herodotus’ audience moral lessons about kingship and propriety’.[footnoteRef:12] 										We get an insight into Herodotus’ opinion on women early in book one where he states: ‘It is stupid after the event to make a fuss about avenging it’[footnoteRef:13] when discussing the abducting of women, suggesting that he does not value women in high regard. Furthermore, one of only a few of the women Herodotus names is Artemisia, the queen of Halicarnassus where Herodotus was from and therefore speaks positively of her. On the other hand, Larson makes the argument that ‘not naming these women is in fact a deliberate and significant narrative strategy’[footnoteRef:14], explaining that by keeping them anonymous he is protecting them from being contributors to the downfall of the male figures.[footnoteRef:15] However, I disagree as it is still possible to hold these individual women accountable for their actions, regardless of whether they have a name; consequently, Herodotus is refusing to empower the women whom to be by having their name attributed to their achievements, particularly for ‘the wife’ of Candaules.											Overall, Herodotus’ intention is presumably to portray a moral lesson of kingship which in modern terms we could interpret as a portrayal of ‘how the mighty fall’. This sets up his narrative for the rest of ‘The Histories’ as we are given many similar stories, thus the passage sets the tone for the style in which Herodotus writes throughout.   [1:  Hdt. 1.8-12.]  [2:  Bury 1975, pp. 82-83. ]  [3:  Hdt. 1.8. ]  [4:  Thumiger 2013, p. 27. ]  [5:  Hdt. 1.8.]  [6:  Thumiger 2013, p. 28.]  [7:  Hdt. 1.10.]  [8:  Hdt. 1.11-12.]  [9:  Thumiger 2013, p. 27.]  [10:  Plat. Rep. 2.359.]  [11:  Hdt. 9.108-112.]  [12:  Larson 2006, p. 225.]  [13:  Hdt. 1.4.]  [14:  Larson 2006, p. 225. ]  [15:  Larson 2006, p. 226. ] 
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