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[bookmark: _Toc57380888]Introduction 
The social policy should not be taken lightly as this plays a key role in the lives of children, young people and their families. Therefore, this essay is created to provide you with a detailed revolving around the policy on social care of children, young people and their families. 
[bookmark: _Toc57380889]Definition of social policy
The social policy defines as the safety and legality for the children, young person and their family’s welfare. Furthermore, the social policy guides to gain a better understanding of social problems within our society and their causes, which affects every individual and how the government have or are implementing policies to solve these social problems (Antwi, 2017). 
According to Ridge (2012), children expect high-level support from the welfare services for their current and future well-being. However, the children’s lives are substantially affected by the type and quality of welfare provision available, and their needs are met through a range of policy measures, for example, education, health, social services, and social assistance. In result, these social problems may include other forms of issues, for example, NHS, housing, poverty, crime, environmental, citizenship and migration.
This paper will investigate poverty in children and their families and how it has affected them.
This essay has been organised in the following way. 
Firstly, to define what poverty is and to research on the history of poverty, which will follow with a comparison of legislation, which, revolves around poverty. This will provide insight into how children and their families are affected by this issue. The second section of this essay will provide the research of timeline of poverty and how the laws around it have been changing as the years go on. Furthermore, this will show changes which are the advantages and disadvantages of the children’s needs as well as the families. Lastly, reviewing the social issues with the social policy to conclude this essay. In the result of a conclusion, this will end with a recommendation, if, it is required.



[bookmark: _Toc57380890]Social issue: Poverty

[bookmark: _Toc57380891]What is Poverty?
There are different meanings of poverty, depending on individuals needs and circumstances. For example, low income, ability to work due to health reasons and high level of debt. Therefore, Chen (2020), states in an online article “poverty is a state and condition of an individual’s financial resources and essential for a minimum standard of living.” 
When poverty strikes upon a person it does not recognise age and or time in a person’s life. Therefore, the impact it has on individuals within a family reacts differently on each member of the family whether it is the child(ren) to the parents and the grandparents.  
[bookmark: _Toc57380892]Effect of Poverty on children or and their family
The suffering of poverty amongst children is high. However, one of the reasons is the low income of the parents. This shows the capability and affordability of the family’s essential needs in surviving. Therefore, this may have many side effects on the mother and father’s relationship, for example, the parents may get separated through a divorce or legal rights. Likewise, the impact on the mental health of the children will be affected. Furthermore, in an investigation of the effects of poverty on children, Brooks-Gunn and Duncan (1997) have established the family on low income can substantially influence children and adolescent well-being. 
Furthermore, there is a difference between children poverty and adult poverty. Adult poverty is defined as lower income with greater outgoings. The effectiveness of this is stress, mentally and emotional draining, which, will lead to depression and if not seeking support and help may cause dead of the individual (Rank and Hirschl, 1999).  
In UK, the poverty is measured differently compared to other countries. FullFacts.org (2020), claim young adults, working class and seniors’ people in UK can not class themselves as poverty as there are ample support and help. For example, housing benefits, working tax credit, local council houses, reduction in council taxes. Furthermore, with the help and support from job centre the individual are able to get in to work.  
Only way for a young adult, adult and elderly individuals can class themselves in poverty by not having the means in providing the basic necessities of life, for example, sleeping on the on the pavements, unable to buy regular food, required to beg for spare change, not having family and friends who can provide the support in living, harder to obtain job due to not having current address.   
[bookmark: _Toc57380893]The timeline of poverty.  
Poverty is one of many other issues that lie within the social policies. However, the interesting thing about this issue is; poverty is not just happening in one place, for example, the UK, but it is global matter. In countries like, Bangladesh, Pakistan, India, Jamaica etc. where poverty excels to greater levels where they do not have many social policies to provide support to those families. According to Jones and Sumner (2011) the children internationally are suffering from nutrition, water and sanitation facilities, access to basic health-care services, shelters, education and protection. The lack of goods and services for the children has left them in a position where they are not able to enjoy their rights, to reach their full potential and to participate as full members of the society. 
Although, there are many agencies, for example, save the children, UN, ACPF, Muslim aid and many more providing support and care to the children around the world. Moreover, UNICEF believe they are able to reduce child poverty by using SDGs (The Sustainable Development Goals). According to their website, all United Nations Member States in 2015 accepted the SDGs is the way forward in eliminating children poverty by 2030 (UNICEF, 2020).
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