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Course Overview

The purpose of this module is to to examine some central questions about the nature of the world and the extent to which we can have knowledge of it. In considering knowledge we will examine whether it is possible to attain knowledge of what the world is really like. In considering reality the module will focus on questions such as the following. 

· What is knowledge? Where do we get it? 

· When we perceive, do we actually make contact with the world? Or do we only ever make contact with our own ideas? 

· What effect does social life have on our knowledge? 
The module  will introduce students to some of the major thinkers in the tradition of modern philosophy and modern European philosophy for example, the empiricists and rationalist, Kant, Hegel Husserl, before moving on to some central themes in contemporary and post-modern philosophy, e.g. Hegelian idealism, phenomenology, critical theory, the beginnings of contemporary analytic philosophy, the poststructuralists.
The module blocks:
i) Introduction
ii) The rationalists, empiricists and Kant

iii) Hegel the critic of the Enlightenment 
iv) Phenomenology

v) The Critical Thinkers and their influences

vi) Russell, Frege and Wittgenstein
vii)  Deconstruction and Postmodernism
In general the module examines the full range of  epistemological problems, from the through to contemporary debates about the  problems of consciousness, the essence of  language, and the nature of political and ethical  thought. 

General Reading

P. Barry, Beginning theory: an introduction to literary and cultural theory. (2002, Manchester University Press, Manchester).

A. Cutrofello. Continental Philosophy: A Contemporary Introduction (2005,Routledge London)

A. C. Grayling (ed.), Philosophy 1& 2: Further Through the Subject (1999, Oxford University Press)
Adam Morton, A Guide Through the Theory of Knowledge (2002, 3rd ed. Blackwell,)

Peter Sedgwick Descartes to Derrida (2001, Blackwell, Oxford).
ASSESSMENT

Coursework 
100%

Two assignments (2500 words each)
50% each

Example assignment: ‘Some theorists claim that human behaviour involves agency and thus presupposes mental states, and such mental dispositional states can not be reduced to biological or physiological states. Discuss this in relation to his idea of a ‘self-image’.’

Specific reading will be suggested in relation to the topics & will be available on moodle. 

Information

The course is taught by blocks with notes & readings. The notes & readings for each topic will be available on Moodle, accessible via http://vle.lamp.ac.uk  You will need to login using your TSD username and password, and then select “Knowledeg and Culture’ (CSPH7041)” from “My modules.” relevant readings for block will also be available via moodle. You should not feel restricted to these readings only – the library holds numerous books on the the topics and the philosophers covered in this module. Also there are plenty of relevant journal articles available. Despite being distant students you should be prepared to discuss the topic and/or with questions about the reading/lecture & such questions will in the main be disseminated throughout the notes.
Assessment


Essay Topics
Choose one of the following:

1. “Is perception the only source of knowledge?”

2. Can there be very strong reasons for believing something although it is false?

3. Discuss and examine the disparity between, the tradition that is known as ‘Continental philosophy’ and the ‘analytical’ tradition in philosophy.

4. “Hegel, claims the universal and the particular are distinct from one another.” What is his thinking on this and how is it significant for his philosophy?

5. For Hegel the movement or evolution of ‘consciousness’ goes through various necessary stages. Discuss the mode of this movement and the general nature of these ‘necessary stages’.

6. Hegel's conception of human development is distinctive because he thinks that we change and refine our understanding of the world by refining our understanding of the concepts that are inherent in our own understanding itself. Discuss his suggested method for achieving this developed understanding.

7. For Lukács’ the working class is the ‘universal subject’. Adorno disagrees. Why this disagreement and what is the basis of Lukács’ claim and Adorno’s rejection?

8. Marcuse’s claims that capitalism is a ‘one dimensional society’. What are we understand by this?

9. Discuss Habermass’ core conviction that “modernity is an unfinished project”

10. Explain the idea and procedure of the phenomenological epochē . What does it accomplish?

11. Does the ontological way into phenomenology resolve the problems which emerged from the Cartesian way?

12. What does Husserl mean when he says: ‘External perception is a constant pretension to accomplish something that, by its very nature, it is not in a position to accomplish?
13. What is Wittgenstein’s contribution to our understanding of language?”

14. Critically assess the claim that post-modernism constitutes an accurate description of transformation in contemporary societies?

15. Outline and critically assess the post-structuralist approach to any ONE of the following: Language/Discourse OR History OR Reason

16. If we accept that our Western form of rationality is not universal then understanding other cultures is not possible at all. What would be the basis for making such an assertion? What other possible basis might there be for understanding cultures quite different from our own?

17. Is the practice of making moral judgement upon the practices of other cultures itself immoral? Consider this question in relation to some of the more extreme examples of practices we might certainly wish to judge morally. What standards are we appealing to when we are criticising the norms, values and practices of our own culture? Is Habermas' conception of the ideal speech situation an adequate concept for addressing this question?

18. What might be meant by hermeneutic realism? Are thoughts, meanings, beliefs etc. real? Do collective beliefs, discourses, discursive structures etc. really exist?

19. We might wish to assert that there is an independently existing reality, which is however it is, quite apart of how we describe it. But it is necessary to use language even to make that assertion. Does this make the independent nature of reality irrelevant to our knowledge of it. If not, why not? 

20. What is the difference between a realist framed relativism concerning knowledge, and the sort of relativism which accords equal claim to validity of all belief systems?

Marking Criteria

To gain a distinction a student must:

a) Have chosen the most relevant and appropriate philosophical concepts, positions and explanations in relation to the topic.

b) Have shown a clear and detailed understanding of the contributions these studies have made in the area of the topic.

c) Have shown that they are aware of the tentative nature of some of the evidence and claims.

d) Have integrated these particular philosophical contributions into the topic as a whole.

To gain a merit there may be:

a) Some omissions or inaccuracies in the choice or reporting of some of philosophical concepts, positions and explanations Such deficiencies will be sufficient to deny the award of a distinction.

b) A lack of clarity or critical judgement concerning the contributions described.  However such confusions must be minor and partial.

c) Some missed implications of the philosophical concepts, positions and explanations that have been included for understanding the topic.

d) The material must be integrated into the topic

A pass will be awarded where:

a) The relevant philosophical concepts, positions and explanations are included appropriately but they lack detail and imply only superficial understanding.

b) Shows some awareness is shown of the tentative nature of much of the material.                

 c) The appropriate philosophical concepts, positions and explanations are described but only a partially successful attempt is made to link them to the topic under investigation 

d) The philosophical theories are only partially integrated into the topic.           

A student will be referred where

a) There are important omissions of substantial material and that which is included lacks sufficient detail to enable the reader to appreciate its inclusion.

b) Summaries are superficial and uncritical

c) No attempt is made to relate the material included to the

Topic described.

d) Such material as is included is largely anecdotal and has little of theoretical merit to commend its inclusion.

e) No or little attempt is made to integrate the material into the body of the assignment.

