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THE PRINCIPAL'S REPORT,
JUNE, 1911.

Last year I began my report with a reference to the
remarkably large number of students in residence ; the
average of that year has been exceeded in that which
now closes, so that the record number of 141 last year
has again risen slightly to 143. Of the 55 who entered
College during the year 36 entered on a Degree Course—
14 on Honours Courses, 22 on the Pass Course—and 19
on the Biennial Course. These figures are much the
same as last year, and are, I think, quite satisfactory.
A striking feature in regard to the present first year
students is the unusually large proportion of those who
have won scholarships here from Intermediate Schools.

The June examination results as shown by the marks
and the examiners’ general report, must be encouraging
to both students and teachers. There is, in contrast
with last year, a comparatively small number of failures
all through, and the large increase in the number of
first classes in the Honour Courses is very remarkable.
Last year there were three: this year there are fourteen.
The examiners also report a “distinct improvement in
the attainments of the average candidate,” and this
applies to the Biennial students as well as to those
reading for Degrees. This improvement is no doubt due
L bo th(.e changes which have been made at entrance,

~nvolving a more continuous and special preparation for
College work, without which the benefit derived from
training here cannot be ag great as it might be. I feel
strongly that all places devoted to the preparation of
candidates for ordination should require the attainment
of a definite standard before the special preparation is
begun. I should like to draw attention to the very
satisfactory average reached by the students in extempore
speaking, a compulsory subject in the Parochialia
eXamination. In connexion with this side of College
life I may mention that it has been found possible to
throw open the library for the second and third year
men much more than hitherto. Gibbon tells us that
“ every man who rises above the common level has
received two educations: the first from his teachers ;
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the second, more personal and important, from himself,”
and in this last free access to books is an essential factor.
The social and athletic life of the College has proceeded
much as usual. I could wish that the athletics showed
better results. I am glad to say that during the year
the fives courts have been reconstructed and roofed over,
and I feel sure that these will add largely to the resources
available for recreation in the winter terms, when the
weather makes exercise out of doors difficult to secure.
I believe that the tone of the students is in general
good, and with two or three exceptions there has been
little disciplinary trouble. I do not wish to exaggerate,
and yet I cannot pass over an incident which has clouded
the end of the Summer Term, an incident which, how-
ever intended, can only be regarded as an open act of
disobedience to an order given by me to the students’
representative, as well as to the general body of students
and also on a third occas’on. I regret as much as
anyone can do that such a thing should have happened,
but it made necessary the punishment of those whose
position in College should have made them leaders in
upholding authority, and accordingly the College
testimonials of dll final year men who joined in the
fo1bidden procession have been suspended for six months.
From those who have gone on to older Universities we
are hoping for unusually good results in the class lists
soon to be issued. Amongst those who have begun at
Oxford special mention must be made of the success of
Mr. W. H. Harris in gaining a Meyrick Scholarship at
Jesus College. This scholarship is open to graduates of
the University of Wales and of St. David’s College, and
was awarded to Mr. Harris for proficiency in Celtic
studies, and he is now studying as a Research student
with a view to the degree of B. Litt.
0ld students of the College continue to render good
service to the Church in Wales in England and abroad
and to rise to positions of Ecclesiastical importance.
We have to congratulate Rev. R. T. Jones, Vicar of
Glanogwen, on a Residentiary Canonry at Bangor; Rev.
J. J. Davies, Vicar of Morpeth, on becoming an
Honorary Canon of Newcastle, and Rev. R. H: Richard,
Rector of New Norfolk, Tasmania, on being made
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Archdeacon in that diocese. I am proud to think that
many past and present students of St. David’s College
are responding to the Church’s call for workers abroad,
and that during the past year several have gone out to
India, New Zealand, and Canada, while others are
purposing to do so.

Little of importance in connexion with the equipment
of the College has been done bes'des the work on the
fives court already mentioned; but reference may be
made to the better lighting of the chapel with incan-
descent gas, and to the adequate heating of the chemical
laboratory, which will, T hope, be followed th’s vacation
by the heating of the Canterbury lecture rooms and the
Physical Laboratory. The College Council has given a
general approval to the proposal to build a new chapel
and to do other things necessary for the improved equp-
ment of the College and has referred the details to 2
committee which has drafted a report for the next
meeting of the Council. I hope that the opportunity
for a prudent enlargement of the build'ngs of the College
may not be much longer delayed.

On the personal side of the year’s record, we have to
deplore the loss which the College, as well as the public
life of Wales and England, has sustained in the death
of the late Earl Cawdor. We have to congratulate Sir
John Rhys on being made a member of the Prvy
Council, Professor Scott on the honour of being chosen
Mayor of Lampeter in the Coronation year, and Professor
Wade on the successful completion of another volume
in the field of Old Testament Scholarship. We regret
the departure of Rev. B, Davies to take up the import-
ant post of Chaplain to the Bishop of St. David’s, and
welcome in his place as Mathematical Lecturer Mr. A.
M. Grundy, Scholar of Hertford College, Oxford.

I must not omit to put on record the adoption by the
Council, with the sanction of the Visitor, of a new body
of General Statutes to take the place of those which
have been in force since 1879, but which the expansion
of the College and other circumstances had made anti-
quated. '

The College has had the honour of presenting an
address to His Majesty the King on the cccasion of his
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Coronation, and has had assigned to it seats at the forth-
coming Investiture for the use of representatives to be
selected by the College. Unfortunately these arrived
too late for the College to take full advantage of them,
many who might have attended on behalf of the College
having accepted seats in some other capacity.

Before I close I would wish to thank very many for
help and encouragement of various kinds. I should like
especially to mention the visit of the Bishop of Man-
chester to conduct a quiet day for the students, to thank
Mr. Godfrey Clark for a valuable present to the Welsh
Library, and Miss Thomas, of Llwynmadoc, for another
contribution to the endowment fund. I have had the
opportunity of speaking on behalf of the College on
various occasions during the year. I would thank the
Vicar of Madeley, whom we are glad to see here to-day,
for giving me such an opportvnity, and. I have once more
to record my gratitude to the Rector and Churchwardens
of Llandrindod for cont'nued support to the College
which now amounts to more than £130.

Nor must I omit the very real encouragement afforded
by the contributions of old students, and their appreciat-
ive tributes to the benefits they have received from St.
David’s College. There are, however, still many who
have not yet realized that the College needs their help,
and has no inconsiderable claim upon them. T trust
that these may be moved to do what they can, wherever
they may be. )

In conclusion, I would say that amidst many disap-
pointments of various kinds, and with a full consciousness
how far short the College falls, and will for years ta
come still fall short, of the ideal which I imagine for it ;
my faith in its future possibilities of usefulness increases
year by year, and I ask for it the hearty co-operation
and support of all those who are interested in its work
and can help to make it more what it should be.




