Megan Freeman		Principles of Learning and Teaching

Assessment 1
Demonstrate an understanding of three Educational Theorists.
This assignment will discuss three theorists, and how their different theories play roles in the education of children and young people. The three theorists which will be focused on are Jean Piaget, Jerome Bruner and B.F. Skinner, although for this assignment they will be referred to by their surnames alone (Piaget, Bruner and Skinner). 
All three theorists have demonstrated a deep understanding on the correct way to help a child to learn and develop, although their theories have been able to help many practitioners over the years, there are some aspects where each theory could be changed to better suit the children of today. This assignment will discuss each theory, how they are used in practice, and along with this their advantages and disadvantages in the context of today’s educational settings.
Jean Piaget was a theorist from the 18th century who introduced the Theory of Cognitive Development, “Prior to Piaget's theory, children were often thought of simply as mini-adults” (Cherry, 2020). Piaget’s theory introduced the notion that children weren’t Mini-adults, as stated in the quote, they developed differently to an adult and thus needed more stimuli to aid in their development. His theory also aided practitioners and continues to do so today in allowing them to know how they can help children develop and how they can aid in that development, along with knowing when children should be allowed to learn things for themselves. 
“Piaget is arguably the most influential of the cognitive theorists” (Bates, 2019). Through his careers Piaget was able to increase the understanding of a child’s cognitive development, “His theory focuses on understanding how children acquire knowledge regarding fundamental concepts such as object permanence, number, categorization, quantity, causality, and justice” (McLeod, 2018). He was able to understand what areas of development needed to be achieved during each stage of life, through this practitioners are able to see how children should be developing and adapt to their individual needs. 
Jerome Bruner was a compelling theorist who’s theory on cognitive development extended on that of Piaget to shed more light on the development of children, and why they needed more guidance to be able to develop effectively. He divided children’s development into three areas, “Enactive representation (Action Based), Iconic representation (Image-based), Symbolic representation (Language based)” (McLeod, 2019).
Bruner’s theory describes what areas children develop first, starting with the Enactive Representation, followed by Iconic Representation and lastly Symbolic Representation. Each area focused on what a child would learn in each area of their lives, through this theory we are able to see what a child should be able to achieve in each area of development as stated in the theory. For example, the Enactive Representation is the age between 0-1, “The first kind of memory. This model is used within the first year of life (corresponding with Piaget’s sensorimotor stage)” (McLeod, 2019). 
This stage is where children would begin to make sense of the world around them, and begins to remember certain events and people. For example a baby will begin to recognise people that they are constantly around, for example a mother or a father figure. This stage however is not limited to a child when they are 0-1 years old, this continues through their lives when it comes to new experiences, things become familiar to them and are then able to recreate the experience through their lives.
B.F Skinner was a behaviourist who studied Operant Conditioning, “All human action, he instead believed, was the direct result of conditioning” (Cherry, 2020). Skinner introduced a system which allowed children to earn rewards when they succeed in doing something, this allows children to learn that when they do something good they are able to earn rewards. 
Practitioners are able to use this in encouraging children with behavioural issues to realise what they might be doing that goes against classroom rules. This works particularly well in young children who are always eager for rewards and praise, “Through operant conditioning, an individual makes an association between a particular behavior and a consequence (Skinner, 1938)” (McLeod, 2018). Through a series of rewards and praise children are able to understand that there are consequences for their actions, which in turn helps them to be able to understand the world around them and the rules of society.
Though these theorists are very well received in their own rights, there are some areas where their theories could be improved for todays society. For example with Piaget and his theory on Cognitive Development could be revised for children of today’s society, children during the time of Piaget were taught very differently to they are today. With many children they are taught through the use of smart devices and television, however during Piaget’s time children were mainly taught through the experiences their parents provided for them. 
“Piaget believed that children take an active role in the learning process, acting much like little scientists as they perform experiments, make observations, and learn about the world” (Cherry, 2020). Parents play as much of a role as practitioners when it comes to child’s development, however the role tends to land on practitioners due to the curriculum they are told to follow when planning activities for the children and young people that they teaching. 
Children are also seen as their own teachers, as referred to in the previous quote, therefore practitioners have a duty to supply the correct environment tin order for them to learn and develop. However, sometimes this isn’t always possible, as some practitioners not being able to supply what the children need to develop how they should in regards with Piaget’s theory. This can sometimes be due to a lack of understanding of Piaget’s theory and also due to lack of training on the subject, some settings won’t provide training based on theorists so it’s down to the practitioner to take what they have learned through their own studies to improve their practice.
With regards to Bruner and his constructivist approach, it involves a lot of children doing things for themselves. The theory entails children being left to learn and discover things for themselves, through this they are able to understand the world around them. However one could say that without structure children might not be able to develop the correct tools needed for their lives in future, on one hand this can be beneficial to children so they can learn and discover for themselves, but on the other hand without structure children could not develop correctly. For example, not learning key skills such as reading and writing, without structure from a practitioner they are unable to learn these basic skills. However, through a combination of structure and freedom children are able to learn the skills needed for the rest of their lives.
Skinner’s theory of operant conditioning can also be seen to have areas where it can be improved, for example the notion of rewards and praise might only be truly effective if used in the correct way based on the individual child. For example, a child who is seen to have behavioural issues might have a personalised reward chart, however only allowing one child to have rewards for simple tasks can cause other children to feel left out. It can also cause issues when applied with young people in secondary school, although the reward chart might work with children in primary schools it might not be as effective with young people. 
In conclusion this assignment has inspired the author to research these theorists in more depth. It has also allowed for a better understanding of the theories and examine areas where they could be improved or adapted to present day standards of education. in more depth, along with this the author has been able to look at areas where the theories could be improved or adapted to present day standards of education. 
Through the research the author was able to see how her own methods could be adapted to work more in tune with the theorists and their theories on education, as well as this see how her setting could benefit from taking a more in depth approach to ensuring that all children, and young people receive the best education they can by taking a leaf out of the theorists books. Finally she was able to have a deeper understanding of what the theorists spoke about in their theories, along with being able to take a more in depth look at how she is able to understand them and use them more in her own practice in various ways. For example though ensuring that rewards are consistent and also ensuring that reinforcement is used correctly and in the right way. 
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