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                                        ABSTRACT

Before college and university classes, students are used to going to school and learning in a classroom surrounded by classmates. Like Carmen Paduraru (2020) said in his, The Advantages of Traditional Classroom Learning,” Traditional classrooms have been competing with the increasingly popular virtual classrooms ever since information technology started to develop. (Paduraru, C. 2020)
Online courses or the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) which found its origins in the form of distant learning where there is no need for a physical venue, or an in-person trainer are an increasingly growing alternative to regular classrooms for students who want to obtain a degree cheaper, faster and sometimes more conveniently. Some say it is the revolution and the perfect way to save on training; Still, many students consider traditional classrooms a more efficient way of learning and improving social skills. 
Both supporters and critics of virtual learning environments recognize the importance of the development of such skills, including creativity, problem solving, time management, communication, and knowledge application, however, the controversy lies in whether or not virtual learning
 environments are practical for teachers, and especially, the students and critics argue that e-learning:
Can’t teach or assess practical skills?
Can’t directly answer your learners’ questions?
Is usually too short and simple for learners to retain what they have learned long-term?
Usually offers limited interactions via a keyboard, mouse or touch screen?
And, that, they say should not be.
 So, Virtual school vs Bricks and mortar – Which way to go?
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             INTRODUCTION

In a conventional study hall condition, learning starts with the instructor offering his insight to students, continues with dialogs between the educator and the students and finishes with the new data written in notebooks. For students of specializations who still prefare teacher-student face-to-face interaction, that have nothing to do with innovation, printed courses and books from the library are, by and large, enough. 
[bookmark: _Hlk29275005]On the other hand, however, many are saying the fast-growing Virtual learning Environment (VLE) is where the future of education lies.
Having collected my primary data from 30 other students of the UWTSD (who are not from my class), with participants cutting across different age groups and gender and then organizing and analyzing the data using the Excel diagnostic tools, my aim in this research is:
· To find out some of the UWTSD student’s impressions about the Moodle and, 
· While focusing on the question, “Overall satisfaction with the VLE?” as the main area of my investigation, activate the process by comparing the results of my diagnosis or primary data analysis with secondary analysis to help me draw a broad informed conclusion about the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE).





                                      DISCUSSION

The Oxford University Press, Online Resource Centre (2016) defined the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) as, “A system for delivering learning materials to students via the web. These systems include assessment, student tracking, collaboration and communication tools. They can be accessed both on and off-campus, meaning that they can support students' learning outside the lecture hall 24 hours a day, seven days a week. This enables institutions to teach not only traditional full-time students but also those who cannot regularly visit the campus due to geographic or time restrictions, e.g. those on distance learning courses, doing evening classes, or workers studying part-time.”


Speaking in a video on Virtual Learning Environment which is also known as the Learning Management System (LMS), Course Learning System, Learning Support System, e-learning and 
m-learning following the advent of mobile device, Mark Wood (2014) stated that VLE is breaking down “the walls” between the school and the home. The wall refers to the movement from home to school.  VLE uses a piece of internet software to support learning.
(Wood, M. 2014)
Examples of VLE software platforms include: Fronter, Coursera, Blackboard Bb, Nhs Vle, Web Ct, Webinar, Frog and Moodle used by the UWTSD.





MY RESEARCH / PRIMARY DATA COLLECTION.

Primary Data Collection – What is primary data collection? Or what makes data collection primary? A data collection is called “primary” when the data is collected directly by the person carrying out the research ( in this case, by me) rather than by other external sources; But if I am using data not done by me but from external influences, it would be “secondary” data collection.
Having been enlightened about the right data collection methods and our scope of reference in the class by our Tutor,  (for instance, we were told to collect the data from the other UWTSD students only and NOT from the students in my class ) I  then proceeded to design my survey by considering:
· The type of information I wanted to collect.
· Th topics I wanted to cover.
· Who I wanted to collect the data from - their age, gender and so on.
· The timeframe over which I wanted to collect the data.

My questionnaire template had 9 general questions (which I chose bearing the central aim or theme of my research in mind) and was designed to capture the feelings and some of the main dimensions of 30 students in the Oval Campus who agreed to participate, they received the questionnaires and filled them out at their own convenient time about their experiences using the Moodle.

The questionnaire combined open-ended questions like “Suggestion(s) for improvement of the Moodle as a VLE tool and for these questions, an optional space was provided to elaborate on their answers  – this contributed to improving the overall results and providing additional valuable materials,  as well as  multiple-choice questions with predefined answers offering respondents the possibility to choose and rank among several options or the possibility to grade on a “very low” to “very high” scale.



                              My Primary data analysis:

Having collected my data, it was time to analyze and organize my findings using the Excel analytics tools to help me make sense of the results. 
The analysis phase was crucial because it turned the raw material (data) into valuable insights and the conclusion of the phase and comparing the results with the secondary data was the moment of truth! 
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  STATISTICS

· Number of male to female/others who are satisfied with VLE? =
· Number of female to male/others who  are satisfied with VLE?
· Others who are satisfied with VLE/



[bookmark: _GoBack]PATTERNS AND INSIGHTS UNCOVERED

                                  


                                 



                                  SECONDARY SOURCES

                                  VIRTUAL vs TRADITIONAL

                                 

 ADVANTAGES OF E-LEARNING

While discussing some of the advantage of the VLE in their video, Why Use VLE? Take it onboard (2015) submitted that with the VLE, 
· Learning can be individualized.
· Learning can be 24/7 online.
· Learners can study at their own pace.
· Teachers can set training courses and lessons all online without the need to meet physically.
· And without having too much technical knowledge, a teacher would be able to get info online to share with the students and give feedbacks to assignments. 
· And can learn new skills without having to travel or arrange childcare. This is a very important advantage because providing learning materials both on and off campus helps students who find it difficult to go to the campus due to various reasons with their academic work.
· VLE can be used to share ideas and to make learners to interact and collaborate with one another.
· The different colleges or institutions can share different ideas and resources via the VLE.
(Take it onboard, 2015)

DISADVANTAGES OF E-LEARNING

Virtual education is not for all students. Neil Kokemuller noted that, “An unmotivated student won't become more motivated online. In fact, he will struggle with the challenges of pushing himself to complete work without face-to-face accountability from teachers and peers.” 
(Kokemulle, N. 2017)


· The drop-off rate in the VLE is higher than the traditional method.
· Students are more under pressure.



ADVANTAGES OF TRADITIONAL

Under the header, CLASSROOM, Carmen Paduraru (2020), while treating, The Advantages of traditional classroom learning and Neil Kokemuller (2017), an active business, finance and education writer and content media website developer, while talking about, Bricks and Mortar vs. Virtual School, both noted that students struggling in a traditional school environment may have better ability to focus in a virtual program. 
(Kokemuller, N. 2017)

Brick and mortar schools provide students a traditional community environment with ample social opportunities. Students also get regular face-to-face contact with teachers and school staff, making it easier to get help outside of class.
Students also more easily learn about extracurricular sports and academic opportunities attending a physical school.

Another advantage of traditional classroom learning is that it helps students to be more organized as it provides students with a fixed schedule and specific periods dedicated exclusively to learning. 



DISADVANTAGES OF TRADITIONAL 

Harassing, savagery and companion pressure are normal components in a physical school. Indeed, even tranquil, benevolent students make some troublesome memories keeping away from these difficulties. Truth be told, tranquil or compliant students are regularly focus of menace


                                  
COMPARING MY FINDINGS
Comparing the pattern and insights uncovered from my primary data to the secondary data, there is an overwhelming acknowledgment of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) as a very powerful and  growing educational tool and as the results of my research clearly shows, I believe it is where the future of learning lies due to its flexibility and ubiquity, for instance, a mobile phone can be taken anywhere and as they become more available, VLE will become more commonplace in the future.



                        CONCLUSION/RECOMMENDATIONS 

Today in numerous nations particularly in the Western world, online courses are an option in contrast to ordinary study halls for understudies who need to acquire a degree less expensive and quicker. In a year or two, understudies can acquire a recognition without knowing their instructors or associates, and although conventional schools still prevail, virtual education does offer real strengths relative to a physical, three-dimensional school.

Nevertheless, based on the results from my primary data survey in comparism to the secondary data, the VLE should be seen by and by not as a substitution of the study hall, but instead as an enhancement domain where classroom exercises broaden; This is on the grounds that very many still consider the conventional study hall condition advantageous for learning since they can cooperate with the educator and their classmates. Numerous understudies incline toward up close and personal associations to innovation interceded discussions.

Besides, for some, customary classrooms is an increasingly effective method for learning and improving social abilities as it encourages them to remain centered and keeps them roused and safeguarding the sentiment of "now and here" all through the learning procedure; in contrast to virtual study halls, where hesitation can turn into a typical disposition.

For a lot of the students particularly in the poor communities and in the rural areas, accessibility is a significant issue; They don't approach mechanical gadgets, so online classes are not feasible. Some don't have the foggiest idea how to utilize them, and some could not care less about them.
As indicated by the Office of National Statistics in a research study, 14% of Great British family units had no Internet access in 2015. Of the family units that do have Internet get to, numerous just have a cell phone instead of a PC equipped for running e-learning programming. A few people may have a PC in their family unit, yet do not have the right stuff to begin and finish an e-adapting course. What's more, numerous family units have no PC by any means.






E-learning outcomes might not be what you hoped for.

You sit your learners down in front of a screen. They watch a video, read some learning material, then take a test. And just an hour later, they have not learned all that much, actually - even though they all sailed through the test.
It’s telling that in the CIPD’s 2015 learning and development survey, e-learning was ranked the 4th-most popular training method… but was tied for last place in effectiveness.

A study among Indian students by Jena, R.K. (2006) has suggested that a negative experience with virtual learning environments can leave "the learner with a passive, un-engaging experience, leading to incomplete learning and low performance".
(Jena, R.K. 2006)

And, finally, from a research by Piccoli, G. et al (2001), the VLE leads to a reported higher computer self-efficacy, while participants report being less satisfied with the learning process that is achieved in the Virtual Learning Environment.
(Picolli, G. et al 2001)
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