


Preparing for a Higher Education
 
It states in (Wokingham Borough Council) that there are quite a few things to be considered when moving towards higher education. Whether this is university or college you will need to decide what it is you want to study and where you would like to take this next step. 
There are a variety of different courses to choose from, it is crucial that you do your research to find the right course for you. Financial aid is also an important aspect that needs to be considered when choosing your course as tuition can be costly, and it is important that you make sure that student finance can cover these costs for you.
When applying to university or college there are usually entry requirements for the courses on their sites, it is important to make sure that you have the grades or all the requirements they are asking for. 
According to (gov.uk) there is a special education needs guide for students with special needs or learning disabilities, this guide contains stories from real students about their first-hand barriers from their higher education journey. 
This website is not just for students but also for parents, teachers and even carers.
Uni connect also provides campus visits and all sorts of advice about going to university.
As stated in The Guardian, students put too much pressure on themselves when it comes to committing themselves to a part- time job. You should make sure you can handle the workload from your course before you commit to a job, ensure that you warn your job about not being able to commit to more hours and ensure that they have notice that you have exams and assignments coming up. The more time the better.
Prioritising sleep and rest is also an essential part of being a student because sleep effects many factors in your daily life, as (Johanson) states lack of sleep can be linked to things like depression.












































 becoming a digital learner 
- use of computers, ipads, mobile phone
- Pearson, states that digital learners are more advanced because they are consistanly using different apps etc on different devices
 Office 365 skills
-more straightforward navigation 
-numerous ways to zoom in and out 
-dozens of keyboard shortcuts 
- a focused inbox which allows you to read messages or emails in the same place 












Becoming a digital learner
 internet learning 
- expands your knowlege
- allows you to scan for relevant keywords 
- allows you to consider how reliable the information you have found is
- better understanding of how to use apps like mircrosoft and powerpoint
 Uwtsd hub
- access to emails from lecturers
- access to library app which is helpful for assignments 
- access to moodle for different modules 
- access to powerpoints on different lectures so I am always up to date 
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Reflection

My university journey has been very bumpy so far, I am originally from Belfast, Northern Ireland. I moved to Wales in February 2022 to flee domestic abuse which on its own is very difficult to write about, as you can imagine my journey from Belfast to Wales and then starting university has not been so straight forward. University was the last thing on my mind when picking up my life and moving away from everything I’ve ever known. But I’m glad I powered through and that I am where I am now.
I was extremely nervous when it came to starting at university but thankfully, I feel like I’ve fit right in with the support of my lecturers and classmates. 
I have not had the easiest start when it comes to my higher education but, I feel so lucky to have met my best friend Chloe who has made my journey in university so much easier and enjoyable. My life t university would not have been the same without her. 
I started my year at university studying Law and Policing but toward Christmas I realised that the policing section of the course was not for me, with the help of the staff at UWTSD they enabled me to change my course to Law and Criminology. 
The change in the way things are done here has been a shock for me and learning to use all the online resources such as Moodle and the online library was difficult for me to get the hang of, university has helped widen my knowledge of computers and all things digital as most of the work we do is online, but the university has a lot of support in place for students just like me. 
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